
+LGGHQ�DZD\�LQ�D�QRQGHVFULSW�RI¿FH�EXLOGLQJ��
WKH� ÀDWO\� QDPHG� 0HDW� ,QIRUPDWLRQ� &HQWHU�
�2�QLNX� QR� MǀKǀNDQ�� RFFXSLHV� D� ODUJH� URRP�
RQ�WKH�VL[WK�ÀRRU�RI�WKH�0HWURSROLWDQ�&HQWUDO�
:KROHVDOH� 0HDW� 0DUNHW� LQ� 6KLQDJDZD��
7RN\R¶V� VRXWKHUQ� JDWHZD\�� 7KRXJK� WKH�
SUHPLVHV� DOVR� LQFOXGH� DXFWLRQ� ÀRRUV� IRU�
SRUN� DQG� EHHI� DQG� UHODWHG� DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�
RI¿FHV� UXQ� E\� WKH� 7RN\R� JRYHUQPHQW�� WKH�
SODFH� LV� FRPPRQO\� NQRZQ� DV� WKH� 6KLEDXUD�
6ODXJKWHUKRXVH�� DIWHU� WKH� IDFLOLW\� WKDW� FRYHUV�
WKH�EXON�RI�WKH�VLWH��WKH�ODUJHVW�VXFK�LQ�-DSDQ��
:KLOH�VODXJKWHUKRXVHV�DUH�ORRNHG�DW�DVNDQFH�
LQ�PDQ\�FRXQWULHV��LQ�-DSDQ�WKH\�DUH�EXUGHQHG�
ZLWK� QHJDWLYH� VRFLDO� FRQQRWDWLRQV� URRWHG� LQ�
FHQWXULHV�ROG� KLVWRU\� WKDW�� GHVSLWH� WKH� EHVW�
HIIRUWV� RI� DFWLYLVWV� DQG� RI¿FLDOV� WR� FRPEDW�
WKHP��VWLOO�KDYH�D�KROG�RQ�VRPH�VHFWRUV�RI�WKH�
QDWLRQDO� LPDJLQDWLRQ�� +HQFH� WKH� WUXQFDWLRQ�
of WRVDWVXMǀ/tosatsuba� �VODXJKWHUKRXVH�� DV�
WRMǀ/toba� LQ� SXEOLF� GLVFRXUVH�� ZLWK� RQH� OHVV�
FKDUDFWHU�VLJQLI\LQJ�NLOOLQJ��DQG�WKH�ZULWLQJ�RI�
the “to´�LQ�V\OODELF�NDQD�YHUVXV�VHPDQWLFDOO\�
ULFK� NDQML� WR� REVFXUH� LPPHGLDWH� UHODWLRQV� WR�
³VODXJKWHU�´� +HQFH� WKH� VXERUGLQDWLRQ� RI� WKH�
VODXJKWHUKRXVH��WKH�VLWH¶V�UDLVRQ�G¶rWUH��LQWR�WKH�
PRUH�HQFRPSDVVLQJ�³FRQVXPHU�PHDW�PDUNHW´�
(shokuniku ichiba��LQ�WKH�RI¿FLDO�UHQDPLQJ�RI�
WKH�IDFLOLW\�LQ�WKH�µ��V�1�$QG�KHQFH�WKH�0HDW�
,QIRUPDWLRQ�&HQWHU��ZKLFK�RSHQHG�LQ������

7KURXJK� SKRWRJUDSKV�� WH[W�KHDY\�
GLDJUDPV�� GLVSOD\� FDVHV� ZLWK� ZRUN� WRROV��
¿EHUJODVV� PRGHOV� RI� DQLPDOV� DQG� DQLPDO�
SDUWV�� SDPSKOHWV�� DQG� YLGHRV�� WKH� &HQWHU�
GRHV� QRW� DLP�� DV� PLJKW� EH� LPDJLQHG� IURP�
WKH� SHUVSHFWLYH� RI� IRRG� SROLWLFV� LQ� WKH�:HVW��
WR� SHUVXDGH� YHJHWDULDQV� RU� FRQVFLHQWLRXV�
PHDW�HDWHUV�RI�WKH�HWKLFDO�QDWXUH�RU�HFRQRPLF�
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QHFHVVLW\� RI� WKH� NLOOLQJ� WKDW� KDSSHQV� DW�
-DSDQHVH� VODXJKWHUKRXVHV�� ,WV� SULPDU\� JRDO��
LQVWHDG�� LV� WR� DI¿UP� WKDW� WKH� SHRSOH� ZKR�
ZRUN�WKHUH�DUH�UHJXODU�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�ZLWK�
IDPLOLHV��ZKR�WDNH�SULGH�LQ�WKHLU�MREV�DQG�DUH�
KLJKO\�VNLOOHG�DW�ZKDW�WKH\�GR��DQG�WKDW�ZKDW�
WKH\� GR� SURYLGHV� DQ� HVVHQWLDO� VHUYLFH� WR� WKH�
YDVW� PDMRULW\� RI� -DSDQHVH� IRU� ZKRP� DQLPDO�
ÀHVK� KDV� EHFRPH� D� GLHWDU\� VWDSOH�� 6XFK�
H[SODQDWLRQV� DUH� QHFHVVDU\� EHFDXVH� RI� ORQJ�
VWDQGLQJ� SUHMXGLFHV� DJDLQVW� VODXJKWHUKRXVH�
ZRUNHUV�� WDQQHUV�� VKRHPDNHUV�� DQG� RWKHU�
SHRSOH�LQYROYHG�LQ�RFFXSDWLRQV�WKDW�LQYROYH�WKH�
NLOOLQJ�RU�KDQGOLQJ�RI�DQLPDO�FDUFDVVHV�DV�QRW�
RQO\�EHLQJ�GLUW\�DQG�VPHOO\��EXW�H[LVWHQWLDOO\�
SROOXWHG� DQG� VRFLDOO\� XQWRXFKDEOH�� (YHQ� D�
VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG� GLVSOD\� SDQHO� DERXW� VKRS�
ÀRRU�DQG�IRRG�K\JLHQH�WKXV�UHYHUEHUDWHV�ZLWK�
LGHQWLW\� SROLWLFV�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� LW� RQO\� VSHDNV�
H[SOLFLWO\�DERXW�IRRG�VDIHW\��

6LQFH� WKH� HDUO\� ��WK� FHQWXU\�� WKLV�
FRPPXQLW\�KDV�EHORQJHG�WR�D�ODUJHU�FDWHJRU\�
RI� RXWFDVWH� SHRSOHV� NQRZQ� DV� ³EXUDNXPLQ�´�
OLWHUDOO\� ³KDPOHW� SHRSOH�´� VR� QDPHG� EHFDXVH�
KLVWRULFDOO\� WKH\� KDYH� WHQGHG� WR� OLYH� LQ�
VHJUHJDWHG� FRPPXQLWLHV� WKDW� KRVW� RU� DUH�
DGMDFHQW� WR� WKHVH� LQGXVWULHV� LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW�
RU� UHODWHG� WUDGHV� LQ� WKH� SDVW�� 7RGD\�� PDQ\�
SHRSOH� ZKR� ZRUN� LQ� WKHVH� LQGXVWULHV� FRPH�
IURP� IDPLOLHV� WKDW� KDYH� QRWKLQJ� WR� GR� ZLWK�
KLVWRULFDO� RXWFDVWHV�� <HW� WKH� VRFLDO� WDERR� RI�
kegare��GHDWK��DQG�EORRG�UHODWHG�³LPSXULWLHV´��
LQ�-DSDQ�LV�VXFK�WKDW�WKH�³EXUDNX´�VWLJPD�WHQGV�
WR� DWWDFK� LWVHOI� WR� DQ\RQH�FRQQHFWHG� WR� WKRVH�
WUDGHV�E\�RFFXSDWLRQ��PDUULDJH��RU�UHVLGHQWLDO�
SUR[LPLW\�3

,QRNR� *HQQRVXNH�� WKH� OHDG� FKDUDFWHU�
RI� WKH� PDQJD� \RX� KROG� LQ� \RXU� KDQGV�� LV� 
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³EXUDNXPLQ�´� 0RUH� VSHFL¿FDOO\�� KH� LV� ³HWD´�
±� D� GHURJDWRU\� QDPH� GDWLQJ� WR� WKH�PHGLHYDO� 
SHULRG� PHDQLQJ� OLWHUDOO\� ³¿OWK� DEXQGDQW�´�
:KLOH� WKH� OLYHOLKRRG� RI�*HQQRVXNH¶V� IDPLO\�
DQG� YLOODJH� LV� QRW� GHVFULEHG�� RQH� PLJKW�
VXUPLVH�� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� XVXDO� FRQQRWDWLRQV�
RI� WKH� WHUP�� WKDW� WKH\� ZHUH� WHQDQW� IDUPHUV�
ZKR� HQJDJHG� LQ� VDQGDO�PDNLQJ�� WDQQLQJ�� WKH�
GLVSRVDO�RI�OLYHVWRFN�FDUFDVVHV��RU�UHODWHG�MREV�
RQ�WKH�VLGH��7KH�RWKHU�PDMRU�KLVWRULFDO�WHUP�IRU�
RXWFDVWHV�� ³KLQLQ´� �OLWHUDOO\�� ³QRQ�SHUVRQ´���
DSSOLHG� WR� LWLQHUDQW� SHUIRUPHUV�� SURVWLWXWHV��
XQGHUWDNHUV�� H[HFXWLRQHUV�� DQG� RWKHU� SHRSOH�
ZKR�KDG�IDOOHQ�RXW�RI�WKH�IRXU�PDLQ�FDWHJRULHV�
RI� WKH� 7RNXJDZD� ³VWDWXV� V\VWHP´� �mibun 
seido��� VDPXUDL�� SHDVDQW�� FUDIWVPDQ�� DQG�
PHUFKDQW��7KH� HPSHURU� DQG� KLV� IDPLO\�ZHUH�
VHFOXGHG� DERYH�� ZKLOH� ³DEMHFW� SHRSOHV´�
(senmin�� VXEVLVWHG� DW� WKH� ERWWRP�� ,QVFULEHG�
DV� ODZ�XQGHU� WKH�7RNXJDZD�6KRJXQDWH��HDFK�
FDVWH� ZDV� H[SHFWHG� WR� FRQIRUP� WR� VSHFL¿F�
FRGHV� RI� GUHVV�� EHKDYLRU�� DQG� RFFXSDWLRQ��

DQG� LQWHUPLQJOLQJ� EHWZHHQ� WKHP�� HVSHFLDOO\�
EHWZHHQ�KLJK�DQG�ORZ��ZDV�ODUJHO\�SURKLELWHG��
DW�OHDVW�RI¿FLDOO\�4

:LVKLQJ� WR� EHWWHU� FRQVROLGDWH� LWV�
FLWL]HQU\� DQG� ORRN� FLYLOL]HG� WR� WKH�:HVW�� WKH�
QHZ� 0HLML� JRYHUQPHQW� RI¿FLDOO\� DEROLVKHG�
WKH�VRFLDO�VWDWXVHV�³HWD´�DQG�³KLQLQ´�ZLWK�WKH�
(PDQFLSDWLRQ�(GLFW�RI�������$V�PHPEHUV�RI�
WKLV� FRPPXQLW\� DUH� UDFLDOO\�� OLQJXLVWLFDOO\��
DQG� HWKQLFDOO\� LQGLVWLQJXLVKDEOH� IURP� RWKHU�
-DSDQHVH�� WKLV� DOORZHG� RXWFDVWH� SHRSOHV�
WR� LQFUHDVLQJO\� ³SDVV´� DV� QRQ�RXWFDVWH��
PRQH\� DQG� HGXFDWLRQ� DOORZLQJ�� 2FFXSDWLRQ��
GHVFHQW�� DQG� UHVLGHQFH�� KRZHYHU�� FRQWLQXHG�
WR� VHUYH� DV� PDUNHUV� RI� WKHLU� LGHQWLW\��
HQDEOLQJ� H[SRVXUH� WR� KDWH� VSHHFK�� SK\VLFDO�
YLROHQFH�� DQG� GLVFULPLQDWRU\� SUR¿OLQJ�� DQG�
WKH� VXEYHUVLRQ� RI� MRE�� PDUULDJH�� DQG� RWKHU�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�� :KLOH� ³QHZ� FRPPRQHUV´� 
(shin heimin��EHFDPH�SROLWH�VRFLHW\¶V�HSLWKHW�
RI�FKRLFH��WKH�KLVWRULFDO�SHMRUDWLYHV�³HWD´�DQG�
�WR�D�OHVVHU�H[WHQW��³KLQLQ´�FRQWLQXHG�WR�EH�XVHG�

+LUDWD�+LURVKL��Bloody Stumps Samurai
�2VDND��+LQRPDUX�%XQNR�������

GXVW�MDFNHW��LPDJH�FRXUWHV\�RI�$VDNDZD�0LWVXKLUR



UDQ� GHHS� LQ� WKHLU� EORRG�� 1RZ�� WKH� WLPH� KDV�
FRPH� ZKHQ� ZH� KXPDQ� EHLQJV�� SXOVLQJ� ZLWK�
WKLV� EORRG�� DUH� VRRQ� WR� UHJDLQ� RXU� GLYLQH�
GLJQLW\��7KH�WLPH�KDV�FRPH�IRU�WKH�YLFWLPV�WR�
WKURZ�RII�WKHLU�VWLJPD��7KH�WLPH�KDV�FRPH�IRU�
WKH�EOHVVLQJ�RI� WKH�PDUW\UV¶�FURZQ�RI� WKRUQV��
7KH�WLPH�KDV�FRPH�ZKHQ�ZH�FDQ�EH�SURXG�RI�
EHLQJ� (WD��:H� PXVW� QHYHU� DJDLQ� VKDPH� RXU� 
DQFHVWRUV� DQG� SURIDQH� KXPDQLW\� WKURXJK� 
VHUYLOH�ZRUGV�DQG�FRZDUGO\�GHHGV�´�

:LWK� D� PL[� RI� 0DU[LVW� DQG� &KULVWLDQ� 
OLEHUDWLRQLVW� LGHDV�� WKH� 6XLKHLVKD� DGYRFDWHG�
QRW� MXVW� IRU� WKH� LPSURYHPHQW� RI� OLYLQJ�
FRQGLWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�EXUDNX�FRPPXQLWLHV��EXW�IRU�
WKH� HUDGLFDWLRQ� RI� GLVFULPLQDWRU\� VHQWLPHQWV�
WKURXJKRXW� -DSDQHVH� VRFLHW\� DQG� D� SODWIRUP�
XSRQ� ZKLFK� EXUDNX� SHRSOH� FRXOG� SURXGO\�
GHFODUH�WKHLU�LGHQWLW\�DV�VXFK��7KRXJK�IRUFLEO\�
GLVEDQGHG�GXULQJ�:RUOG�:DU�,,��WKH�HQHUJ\�DQG�
SHUVRQQHO�RI�SUHZDU�EXUDNX�DFWLYLVP�TXLFNO\�
UHFRQVWLWXWHG�LWVHOI�DIWHU�WKH�ZDU��FXOPLQDWLQJ�
LQ� WKH� IRXQGLQJ� RI� WKH� %XUDNX� /LEHUDWLRQ�
/HDJXH� �%XUDNX� NDLKǀ� GǀPHL�� KHUHDIWHU�
%//��LQ�������$V�\RX�ZLOO�UHDG�EHORZ��LQ�WKLV�
HVVD\� DQG� WKH� QH[W�� WKLV� LV� WKH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
ZKRVH�RXWUDJH�LQ������WXUQHG�Bloody Stumps  
Samurai� LQWR� RQH� RI� WKH� PRVW� QRWRULRXV�
ZRUNV� LQ� WKH� KLVWRU\� RI� -DSDQHVH� FRPLFV�� ,W�
LV� DOVR� RQH� RI� WKH� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� EHKLQG� WKH�
0HDW� ,QIRUPDWLRQ� &HQWHU�� ZKLFK� LW� KHOSHG�
VHW� XS� LQ� FROODERUDWLRQ� ZLWK� WKH� 6KLEDXUD�
6ODXJKWHUKRXVH�/DERU�8QLRQ�

/LNH�WKH�6XLKHLVKD�EHIRUH�LW��WKH�%//�LQ�LWV�
KH\GD\�ZDV�NQRZQ�IRU�DJJUHVVLYH�WDFWLFV�WKDW�
ERWK�JRW�WKLQJV�GRQH�DQG�JDYH�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
D� EDG� SXEOLF� UDS�� &RPELQLQJ� SXEOLF�
FRQVFLRXVQHVV�UDLVLQJ� WKURXJK� SXEOLFDWLRQV�
DQG� OHFWXUHV�� SUHVVXUH� JURXSV� HQJDJHG� LQ�
³DGPLQLVWUDWLYH� VWUXJJOHV´� �J\ǀVHL� WǀVǀ��
DJDLQVW� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW�� DQG� ³GHQXQFLDWLRQ�
VWUXJJOHV´� �N\ǌGDQ� WǀVǀ�� DJDLQVW� LQGLYLGXDOV��
FRPSDQLHV�� SXEOLVKHUV�� DQG� JRYHUQPHQW�
LQVWLWXWLRQV� WKDW� �ZLWWLQJO\� RU� XQZLWWLQJO\��
H[SUHVV� GLVFULPLQDWRU\� VHQWLPHQWV� RU� HQJDJH�
LQ� GLVFULPLQDWRU\� SUDFWLFHV�� WKH� EXUDNX�
OLEHUDWLRQ�PRYHPHQW� KDV� UDGLFDOO\� LPSURYHG�
OLIH�IRU�LWV�FRPPXQLW\�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�VL[W\�SOXV�
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WR� GHJUDGH� IRUPHU� RXWFDVWHV� LQ� GDLO\� OLIH�� DV�
GRFXPHQWHG�LQ�QRYHOV�OLNH�6KLPD]DNL�7ǀVRQ¶V�
The Broken Commandment (Hakai�� ������
DQG� 6XPLL� 6Xp¶V� The River With No Bridge  
(Hashi no nai kawa�� ��������� µ����� ERWK� RI�
ZKLFK� KDYH� EHHQ� WUDQVODWHG� �DW� OHDVW� LQ� SDUW��
LQWR� (QJOLVK��� 7KHVH� WHUPV�� ZKLFK� DUH� ¿OOHG�
ZLWK� DV� PXFK� KDWH� DV� DQ\� UDFLDO�� HWKQLF��
VH[XDO�� RU� JHQGHU� VOXU� WKDW� \RX� FDQ� LPDJLQH��
DUH� DOVR� HYHU\ZKHUH� LQ� +LUDWD� +LURVKL¶V� �E��
������ Bloody Stumps Samurai (Chidaruma 
NHQSǀ�� ������� D� ZRUN� XQPDWFKHG� LQ� LWV� QR�
KROGV�EDUUHG� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ� RI� DQWL�EXUDNX�
ELJRWU\�� %XW� QRWH� WKDW�� ZKLOH� WKHUH� ZHUH�
D� QXPEHU� RI� FDVHV� RI� RUJDQL]HG� YLROHQFH�
DJDLQVW� EXUDNX� FRPPXQLWLHV� LQ� WKH� PLG�
ODWH� ��WK� FHQWXU\�� WKH\� ZHUH� E\� SHDVDQWV�
GLVJUXQWOHG� ZLWK� WKH� GLVVROXWLRQ� RI� WKH�
VWDWXV� V\VWHP�� QRW� �DV� LQ� Bloody Stumps  
Samurai�� E\� VDPXUDL�� DQG� HYHQ� WKH� ZRUVW� 
HSLVRGH� �WKH� 0LPDVDND� 5LRW� RI� ����� LQ� 
2ND\DPD�� VDZ� RQO\� ��� EXUDNX� UHVLGHQWV�
NLOOHG�DQG�����VRPH�KRPHV�GHVWUR\HG��7R�P\�
NQRZOHGJH�� QR� VXFK� HSLVRGHV� DUH� UHFRUGHG�
IURP�HDUOLHU�FHQWXULHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�HDUO\���WK�
FHQWXU\�LQ�ZKLFK�+LUDWD¶V�PDQJD�LV�VHW��

)HG� XS� ZLWK� V\VWHPLF� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�
DQG�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�WHSLG�HIIRUWV�WR�XQGR�LW��
EXUDNX�DFWLYLVWV�EHJDQ�RUJDQL]LQJ� LQ� WKH� ODWH�
��WK�FHQWXU\��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�WKH�2VDND�.\RWR�
1DUD��6HWR�,QODQG�6HD��DQG�1RUWKHUQ�.\XVKX�
UHJLRQV��ZKHUH� WKH� KLJKHVW� FRQFHQWUDWLRQV� RI�
EXUDNX� FRXOG� EH� IRXQG�� 7KLV� FXOPLQDWHG� LQ�
����� LQ� WKH� IRUPDWLRQ�RI� WKH�6XLKHLVKD� �7KH�
/HYHOHUV� 6RFLHW\��� WKH� ¿UVW� QDWLRQDO� � EXUDNX�
OLEHUDWLRQ� RUJDQL]DWLRQ�� ³/RQJ�VXIIHULQJ�
EURWKHUV�´� LWV� IRXQGLQJ� PDQLIHVWR� GHFODUHV��
³2XU�DQFHVWRUV�SXUVXHG�DQG�SUDFWLFHG�IUHHGRP�
DQG�HTXDOLW\��7KH\�ZHUH� WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�EDVH��
FRQWHPSWLEOH� FODVV� SROLFLHV� DQG� WKH\� ZHUH�
WKH� PDQO\� PDUW\UV� RI� LQGXVWU\��$V� D� UHZDUG�
IRU� VNLQQLQJ� DQLPDOV�� WKH\� ZHUH� VWULSSHG� RI�
WKHLU� RZQ� OLYLQJ� ÀHVK�� LQ� UHWXUQ� IRU� WHDULQJ�
RXW� WKH� KHDUWV� RI� DQLPDOV�� WKHLU� RZQ� ZDUP�
KXPDQ� KHDUWV� ZHUH� ULSSHG� DSDUW�� 7KH\� ZHUH�
HYHQ�VSDW�XSRQ�ZLWK�ULGLFXOH��<HW��DOO�WKURXJK�
WKHVH� FXUVHG� QLJKWPDUHV�� WKHLU� KXPDQ� SULGH�
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\HDUV��:KLOH�LWV�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU�KDV�ZHDNHQHG�
VLJQL¿FDQWO\�VLQFH�WKH�µ��V��WKH�%//¶V�HIIRUWV�
KDYH� VXFFHHGHG� LQ� VHFXULQJ� JRYHUQPHQW�
JUDQWV� WR� LPSURYH� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�KRXVLQJ�
LQ� EXUDNX�GHVLJQDWHG� FRPPXQLWLHV�� LQFUHDVH�
VFKRODVWLF� DFKLHYHPHQW� DQG� HGXFDWLRQ�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DPRQJ�EXUDNX�\RXWK��DQG�HQDFW�
DQWL�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� VFKRROV� WR�
HQVXUH�WKDW�WHDFKHUV�DQG�VWXGHQWV�DUH�VHQVLWLYH�
WR� WKH� LVVXHV� UHJDUGOHVV� RI� ZKHWKHU� RU� QRW�
WKH\� DUH� EXUDNX�� 7RGD\�� PDQ\� SHRSOH� ERUQ�
LQWR� EXUDNX� IDPLOLHV� FDQ� OLYH� WKHLU� ZKROH�
OLYHV� ZLWKRXW� H[SHULHQFLQJ� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�
DQG�� LQ� VRPH� FDVHV�� ZLWKRXW� HYHQ� NQRZLQJ�
WKHLU� IDPLO\� EDFNJURXQG� ±� WKRXJK� WKLV� LV�
DOVR� WKH� UHVXOW� RI� EXUDNX� ORFDOLWLHV� EHLQJ�
GLOXWHG� E\� RXWPLJUDWLRQ� DQG� JHQWUL¿FDWLRQ��
DQG� KLVWRULFDOO\� RXWFDVWH� RFFXSDWLRQV� EHLQJ�
EURNHQ� XS� DQG� UHDUUDQJHG� E\� JOREDOL]DWLRQ��
1RQHWKHOHVV�� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� UHDUV� LWV� KHDG�
IUHTXHQWO\� HQRXJK� WKDW� VRPH� EXUDNX� IHHO�
FRPSHOOHG�WR�DFWLYHO\�KLGH�WKHLU�LGHQWLW\��DQG�WR�
ZDUUDQW�WKH�PRXQWLQJ�RI�SHGDJRJLFDO�GLVSOD\V�
FRQFHUQLQJ� KXPDQ� ULJKWV� LQVLGH� H[KLELWLRQ�
VSDFHV� WKDW� DUH� RVWHQVLEO\� GHGLFDWHG� WR� ORFDO�
KLVWRU\�DQG�WUDGHV��OLNH�WKDW�DW�6KLEDXUD��

*LYHQ� WKH� VHQVLWLYLW\� RI� WKH� LVVXHV��
WKH� ³EXUDNX� TXHVWLRQ´� �buraku mondai�� LV�
REYLRXVO\�QRW�D�WRSLF�WR�EH�EURDFKHG�FDUHOHVVO\��
ZKHWKHU�\RX�DUH�SHUVRQ�RI� LQÀXHQFH�KROGLQJ�
IRUWK�RU�D�FRPPRQ�FLWL]HQ�ÀDSSLQJ�\RXU�WUDS�
RQ�WKH�VWUHHW��,I�D�SROLWLFLDQ��MRXUQDOLVW��RU�DUWLVW�
WUHDWV� WKH� PDWWHU� ZLWK� DQ\WKLQJ� EXW� XWPRVW�
UHVSHFW�� WKH\� DUH� OLNHO\� WR� UXQ� LQWR� WURXEOH��
0RUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\��WKH\�DUH�ERXQG�WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�
FHQWUDO�DQG�HIIHFWLYH�H[WUDOHJDO�³GHQXQFLDWLRQ�
VWUXJJOHV´� DUH� ZLWKLQ� WKH� DUVHQDO� RI� EXUDNX�
SROLWLFV�� ³7KH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� WKH� N\ǌGDQ�
WǀVǀ�´� ZULWHV� KLVWRULDQ� DQG� VRFLDO� VFLHQWLVW�
,DQ� 1HDU\�� ³EHFDPH� IRU� WKH� 6XLKHLVKD� ZKDW�
WKH� VWULNH� ZDV� WR� WKH� ODERXU� XQLRQV� DQG� WKH�
UHQW�VWULNH� ZDV� IRU� WKH� WHQDQWV� XQLRQ�� WKHLU�
ZHDSRQ� LQ� WKH� FODVV� VWUXJJOH�� RU� DW� OHDVW� LQ�
WKH� EDWWOH� DJDLQVW� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�´� What 
WKHVH� GHQXQFLDWLRQV�PRVW� RIWHQ� WDUJHWHG�ZDV�
ODQJXDJH��VSRNHQ�DQG�ZULWWHQ��,Q�KHU�VWXG\�RI�
ZKDW� VKH� FDOOV� ³EXUDNX� UKHWRULFDO� DFWLYLVP�´�

$QQH� 0F.QLJKW� VKRZV� KRZ� ³GLUHFW� DFWLRQ�
DJDLQVW� VHPDQWLFV´� EHORQJHG� WR� D� EURDGHU�
VWUXJJOH� RQ� WKH� SDUW� RI� EXUDNX� DFWLYLVWV� WR�
DFKLHYH� ³OLQJXLVWLF� VRYHUHLJQW\´�� WKH� ULJKW�
DQG�DELOLW\�IRU�WKH�EXUDNX�FRPPXQLW\�LWVHOI�WR�
GHWHUPLQH�KRZ� WKH\�ZHUH� UHSUHVHQWHG�ZLWKLQ�
ODZ�� SROLWLFDO� GLVFRXUVH�� QDWLRQDO� KLVWRULFDO�
QDUUDWLYHV��DQG�SRSXODU�FXOWXUH���

%RRVWHG�E\�SRVWZDU�GHPRFUDWLF�UHIRUPV�
DQG� VXSSRUW� IURP� WKH� -DSDQ� 6RFLDOLVW� 3DUW\�
�ZKLFK� FRXQWHG� DPRQJ� LWV� OHDGHUV� 6XLKHLVKD�
DQG�%//�FR�IRXQGHU�0DWVXPRWR�-LLFKLUǀ���WKLV�
PRYHPHQW� EHFDPH� SDUWLFXODUO\� VWURQJ� DIWHU�
WKH� µ��V�� -XGJLQJ� IURP� VXUYH\V� RI� WKH� WRSLF��
EHWZHHQ�WKH�HDUO\�µ��V�DQG�ODWH�µ��V��SUDFWLFDOO\�
HYHU\� ZHHN� D� QHZ� ZULWHU�� SXEOLVKHU�� DQG�RU�
HGLWRU�ZDV�³GHQRXQFHG´�VRPHZKHUH�LQ�-DSDQ��
QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�WKH�FRPSDQLHV��SXEOLF�RI¿FLDOV��
DQG� SULYDWH� LQGLYLGXDOV� WKDW� ZHUH� VXEMHFW� WR�
WKH� VDPH��(YHQ�ZRUNV� WKDW�ZHUH�ERWK�KLJKO\�
V\PSDWKHWLF� DQG� DUWLVWLFDOO\� DFFRPSOLVKHG��
OLNH�7ǀVRQ¶V�The Broken Commandment and 
6XPLL¶V� The River Without A Bridge�� ZHUH�
FULWLFL]HG� E\� %//�DI¿OLDWHG� ZULWHUV�� OHDGLQJ�
WR� WKH�UHGDFWLRQ�RI�SUREOHPDWLF�SDVVDJHV�DQG�
WKH�FDQFHOODWLRQ�RI�¿OPLF�DGDSWDWLRQV�11�%XW�DV�
PRVW�RI� WKHVH�GLVDJUHHPHQWV�ZHUH�FRQGXFWHG�
LQ�SULYDWH�RU�WKH�SDJHV�RI�FRWHULH�SHULRGLFDOV��
DQG� WKH� IHDUVRPHQHVV� RI� WKH� %//� ZDV� QRW�
ZLGHO\�NQRZQ�XQWLO�WKH�¶��V��WKH����\HDU�ROG�
+LUDWD�FDQ�KDUGO\�EH�IDXOWHG�IRU�QRW�NQRZLQJ�
WKDW�KH�ZDV�VWHSSLQJ�LQWR�D�PLQH¿HOG��7KLV�GRHV�
QRW��RI�FRXUVH��H[FXVH�DQ\�LPSOLFLW�RU�H[SOLFLW�
GLVFULPLQDWRU\� VHQWLPHQWV� UHÀHFWHG� LQ� WKH�
PDQJD��,W�LV�RQO\�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKH�SULYLOHJH�RI�QRW�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� WKH� VWDNHV� ZDV� ZLGHO\� VKDUHG�
E\� SHRSOH� RXWVLGH� WKH� EXUDNX� FRPPXQLW\� DW�
WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�KLVWRULFDO�MXQFWXUH�

6RRQ�DIWHU� LWV�SXEOLFDWLRQ� LQ�-XQH�������
Bloody Stumps Samurai� ZDV� GHQRXQFHG� E\�
DFWLYLVWV�RI�WKH�%//��$V�GHWDLOHG�LQ�WKH�HVVD\�
WKDW�IROORZV�WKLV�RQH��WKH\�REMHFWHG�WR�+LUDWD¶V�
SDUWLDOO\�KLVWRULFDOO\�LQDFFXUDWH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�
RI� WKH� RULJLQV� RI� WKH� EXUDNX� FRPPXQLW\�� WKH�
OXULG� GHSLFWLRQ� RI� D� EXUDNX� OLEHUDWLRQLVW� DV�
YLROHQW��DQG�WKH�EHOLWWOLQJ�RI�KLV�JRU\�GHDWK��7KH�
ERRN� ZDV� TXLFNO\� IRUFHG� RXW� RI� FLUFXODWLRQ��



VRPH�FRSLHV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHGO\�EXUQHG��DQG�WKH�
DUWLVW� DQG� WKH� SXEOLVKHU�� +LQRPDUX� %XQNR�
�IDPRXV�IRU�LWV�FHQWUDO�UROH�LQ�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�
RI�JHNLJD�ZLWKLQ�WKH�UHQWDO�³NDVKLKRQ´�PDQJD�
PDUNHW�LQ�WKH�µ��V�DQG�HDUO\�µ��V��ZHUH�IRUFHG�
WR�DSRORJL]H�ERWK�LQ�SHUVRQ�DQG�LQ�SULQW��IRU�WKH�
DFWXDO�WH[WV��VHH�SDJHV���������+LUDWD�QRW�RQO\�
ORVW�RXW�RQ�SD\PHQW�IRU�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�PDQJD��
EXW�ZDV�IRUFHG�WR�WUDYHO�EHWZHHQ�KLV�KRPH�LQ�
7HQUL��LQ�1DUD�SUHIHFWXUH��DQG�WKH�%//�RI¿FHV�
LQ�2VDND� WKUHH� WLPHV� �D����PLQXWH� WUDLQ� ULGH�
HDFK�ZD\��IRU�DGPRQLWRU\�WDONLQJ�WRV�DQG�ZDV�
EODFNOLVWHG� XQWLO� WKH�PDWWHU�ZDV� UHVROYHG� VL[�
PRQWKV�ODWHU�±�VHULRXV�KDUGVKLSV�IRU�D�\RXQJ�
FDUWRRQLVW� ZKRVH� PRWKHU� DQG� ¿YH� VLEOLQJV�
GHSHQGHG� RQ� KLV� LQFRPH� IURP� FDUWRRQLQJ� WR�
OLYH���� 7KLV� GHVSLWH� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� WKH� PDQJD�
ZDV�ZULWWHQ�ZLWK�WKH�FOHDU�LQWHQW�RI�H[SUHVVLQJ�
V\PSDWK\� ZLWK� WKH� SOLJKW� RI� EXUDNX� SHRSOH�
DQG�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�DJDLQVW� WKHP�
LQ�WKH�SDVW�DQG�SUHVHQW�

*HRJUDSK\�ZDV�DOVR�D�IDFWRU��,W�LV�XQOLNHO\�
WKDW� +LUDWD� ZRXOG� KDYH� WKRXJKW� WR� UHSUHVHQW�
EXUDNX� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� DQG� RXWUDJH� KDG� KH�
QRW�EHHQ�IURP�WKH�.DQVDL�DUHD��ZKHUH�EXUDNX�
LVVXHV� DUH� ERWK� DQFLHQW� DQG� FRQWHPSRUDU\�
KLVWRU\�� /LNHZLVH�� KH� PD\� QRW� KDYH� JRWWHQ�
LQWR�DV�PXFK� WURXEOH� LI�KH�DQG�KLV�SXEOLVKHU��
ZKLFK�ZDV�LQ�2VDND��ZHUH�EDVHG�LQ�DUHDV�ZLWK�
VPDOOHU�EXUDNX�SRSXODWLRQV�RU�D�ZHDNHU�EXUDNX�
DFWLYLVW�SUHVHQFH��0XFK�DERXW�WKLV�PDQJD�DQG�
LWV�VXSSUHVVLRQ�LV�VSHFL¿F�WR�ZHVWHUQ�-DSDQ�DQG�
HVSHFLDOO\� WKH�.DQVDL�UHJLRQ��7KLV�HSLVRGH�LV�
SUDFWLFDOO\�XQLPDJLQDEOH�KDG�NDVKLKRQ�PDQJD�
SXEOLVKLQJ�EHHQ�FHQWHUHG�LQ�7RN\R�

7KH� IDFW� WKDW� LW� ZDV� D� PDQJD� PD\� RU�
PD\�QRW�KDYH�PDWWHUHG��&HUWDLQO\�WKH�YLVXDOV�
DUH� H[WUHPH� DQG� ZRXOG� KDYH� H[DFHUEDWHG�
RIIHQFHV� WDNHQ� DW� WKH� OHYHO� RI� ZRUGV� RU� WKH�
VWRU\��0DQJD� LQ� JHQHUDO� LQ� WKHVH� \HDUV�ZHUH�
VHHQ�DV�YXOJDU�DQG�FRUUXSWLQJ�WUDVK��IUHTXHQWO\�
VXEMHFW�WR�FULWLTXH�IURP�SDUWLHV�RQ�WKH�/HIW�DQG�
HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�SDUHQWV�JURXSV��7KH�PRUH�OXULG�
DQG�YLROHQW�LPDJHU\�RI�NDVKLKRQ�PDQJD�ZHUH�
SDUWLFXODUO\�VHHQ�DV�SUREOHPDWLF��EXW�VR�ZHUH�
DFWLRQ� DQG� KXPRU� FRPLFV� IURP� PDLQVWUHDP�
7RN\R� SXEOLVKHUV�� :KHQ� LW� FDPH� WR� %//�

GHQXQFLDWLRQ��KRZHYHU��WKHUH�ZDV�OLWWOH�FXOWXUDO�
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��5HSULQWHG�FODVVLF�QRYHOV��VKRUW�
VWRULHV�LQ�WRS�OLWHUDU\�PDJD]LQHV��DQG�PRYLHV�
IURP� UHVSHFWHG� VWXGLRV� ZHUH� DOVR� FULWLFL]HG�
LQ�WKHVH�\HDUV��DQG�XVXDOO\�IRU�PXFK�OHVV��$W�
WKLV� HDUO\� MXQFWXUH�� WKH� %//� GLG� QRW� KDYH� D�
SURSHU� GHSDUWPHQW� GHYRWHG� WR� SROLFLQJ� SULQW�
DQG�EURDGFDVW�PHGLD��0DQ\�FDVHV�EURXJKW�WR�
LWV� DWWHQWLRQ� ZHUH� WKURXJK� WKLUG� SDUWLHV�� DQG�
LI� DFWLYLVWV� ZHUH� VFDQQLQJ� DQ\WKLQJ� DFWLYHO\�
LW� ZDV� QHZVSDSHUV�� PDLQVWUHDP� PDJD]LQHV��
DQG� UHWDLO� ERRNVKHOYHV�� .DVKLKRQ¶\D�� WKH�
³UHQWDO�ERRNVWRUHV´� LQ�ZKLFK�+LUDWD¶V�PDQJD�
FLUFXODWHG�DW�WKH�WLPH��ZHUH�DERXW�DV�IDU�IURP�
WKH� GUDJQHW� DV� \RX� FDQ� LPDJLQH�� ,QGHHG��
DFFRUGLQJ� WR� D� VKRUW� DUWLFOH� LQ� WKH� PDMRU�
GDLO\�QHZVSDSHU�Mainichi Shinbun�� WKH�%//�
OHDUQHG�DERXW�Bloody Stumps Samurai rather 
UDQGRPO\� IURP� D�PHPEHU� ZKR� VSRWWHG� LW� LQ�
D� UHQWDO� ERRNVWRUH� LQ� 6XVDNL�� D� ¿VKLQJ� WRZQ�
RXWVLGH�RI�.ǀFKL�RQ�WKH�IDU�VLGH�RI�6KLNRNX13 – 
QRW�H[DFWO\�WRSRQ\PV�WKDW�UXVK�WR�PLQG�ZKHQ�
WKLQNLQJ� DERXW� SRVWZDU� SRSXODU� FXOWXUH�� EXW��
DV� DQ� DUHD�ZLWK� D� VWURQJ�%//�DQG�1LNN\ǀVR�
�-DSDQ� 7HDFKHUV� 8QLRQ�� SUHVHQFH�� SUHFLVHO\�
WKH�NLQG�RI�SODFH�ZKHUH�D�PDQJD�RI� WKLV�VRUW�
PLJKW� VWDQG�RXW�� ,I�+LUDWD�ZDV� WKH� YLFWLP�RI�
DQ\WKLQJ��LW�ZDV�SUREDEO\�EDG�OXFN�

,Q� IDFW��ZKDW¶V� LQWHUHVWLQJ� DERXW�Bloody 
Stumps Samurai�LV�WKDW�LWV�IDLOXUH�DV�D�SROLWLFDO�
ZRUN� ±� LWV� GDPQDWLRQ� E\� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� LW�
SUHVXPHG� WR� VSHDN� IRU� ±�ZDV� D� GLUHFW� UHVXOW�
RI� WKH�DUWLVW¶V� DWWHPSW� WR�PHOG�KLJK�DQG� ORZ��
EULQJLQJ� WRJHWKHU� LQSXWV� IURP� OLWHUDWXUH��
SRSXODU�¿FWLRQ��DQG�SXOS��2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��WKH�
PDQJD�LV�VWURQJO\�LQGHEWHG�WR�WKH�IRXQWDLQKHDG�
RI�EXUDNX�LVVXHV�LQ�DUWLVWLF�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��The 
Broken Commandment�� ,QRNR� *HQQRVXNH¶V�
IDPLO\�QDPH�KDV�EHHQ�OLIWHG�IURP�WKDW�RI� WKH�
SURWR�6XLKHLVKD� DFWLYLVW� LQ� 7ǀVRQ¶V� QRYHO��
,QRNR�5HQWDUǀ��ZKR�VLPLODUO\�EXUQV�ZLWK�WKH�
SDVVLRQ� WR� ¿JKW� IRU� KLV� SHRSOH�� WKRXJK� GRHV�
QRW�EHOLHYH�LQ�YLROHQFH���ZKLOH�WKH�PDGGHQLQJ�
FRQÀLFW� EHWZHHQ� VWUDWHJLF� SDVVLQJ�� SURXG�
VHOI�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�� DQG� ELWWHU� RXWLQJ� WKDW�
WHDUV� *HQQRVXNH� DSDUW� ULIIV� RQ� SURWDJRQLVW�
8VKLPDWVX¶V�H[LVWHQWLDO�EDWWOHV�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH��
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7KHUH�LV�DOVR�D�VLGH�FKDUDFWHU�LQ�7ǀVRQ¶V�QRYHO�
QDPHG� 7VXFKL\D� *LQQRVXNH�� D� QRQ�EXUDNX�
³FRPPRQHU´�ZKR�VWDQGV�E\�8VKLPDWVX�HYHQ�
DIWHU� KLV� LGHQWLW\� LV� NQRZQ�� ZLWK� D� JLYHQ�
QDPH�WKDW�LV�MXVW�RQH�FKDUDFWHU�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�
*HQQRVXNH�

2Q� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� +LUDWD� SDUWDNHV�
�SHUKDSV� XQNQRZLQJO\�� LQ� D� WUDGLWLRQ� RI�
SRSXODU� ¿FWLRQ� GHSLFWLQJ� EXUDNX� SHRSOHV� DV�
YLROHQW�� DQLPDOLVWLF�� GLVHDVHG�� SDWKRORJLFDO��
JHQHWLFDOO\� RWKHU�� DQG�RU� VXVSLFLRXVO\�
DWWUDFWLYH�DQG�DUWLFXODWH�³GHVSLWH´�WKHLU�DEMHFW�
VWDWXV�� *HQQRVXNH¶V� YLROHQFH� DQG� EHDVWO\�
WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�DUH�QHYHU�GHVFULEHG�DV�QDWXUDO�
H[SUHVVLRQV� RI� RXWFDVWH� ³FKDUDFWHU´� SHU� VH��
+RZHYHU�� ZKLOH� WKHUH� DUH� PDQ\�PHQ� GULYHQ�
PDG� E\� YHQJHDQFH� DQG� PDQ\� VFHQHV� RI�
JURWHVTXH�ERGLO\�PXWLODWLRQ�LQ�+LUDWD¶V�PDQJD�
�PRWLIV� VWURQJO\� LQÀXHQFHG� E\� WKH� QRYHOV� RI�
1DQMǀ� 1RULR��� Bloody Stumps Samurai is 

WKH� RQO\�RQH� WR�P\�NQRZOHGJH� LQ�ZKLFK� WKH�
SURWDJRQLVW� WXUQV� LQWR� D� PXUGHURXV� IUHDN��
7KH�FORVHVW�DQDORJXH�LQ�PDQJD�DUH�WKH�PDQ\�
KRUURU�WLWOHV�ZLWK�KDOI�KXPDQ�DQG�KDOI�DQLPDO�
�LQFOXGLQJ� VQDNHV� DQG� UHSWLOHV�� RU� KDOI�\RNDL�
FKLOGUHQ� WKDW� DUH� VR� ERUQ� EHFDXVH� RI� NDUPLF�
UHWULEXWLRQ�XSRQ�SDUHQWV�ZKR�EUHDN�WDERRV��,W¶V�
DOVR�KDUG�QRW� WR�QRWLFH�D�IDPLO\�UHVHPEODQFH�
EHWZHHQ� *HQQRVXNH¶V� GHYROXWLRQ� DQG� VXFK�
DQWL�EXUDNX� VOXUV� DV� ³IRXU�OHJJHG´� �yotsu��
DQG��\HV��HYHQ�³VQDNH�´14� ,W¶V�D�FRQWUDGLFWRU\�
ZRUN�WR�VD\�WKH�YHU\��YHU\�OHDVW�

$V� LV� WKH� LURQLF� WHQGHQF\� ZLWK� EDQQHG�
ERRNV�� Bloody Stumps Samurai� TXLFNO\�
DFKLHYHG� D� FXOW� UHSXWDWLRQ�� &DUWRRQLVWV� DV�
IDPRXV� DV� 8PH]X� .D]XR� DQG� <DPDJDPL�
7DWVXKLNR� SDLG� RSHQ� KRPDJH� WR� LW� LQ� WKHLU�
ZRUN��ZKLOH�VXUYH\V�RI�PDQJD�KLVWRU\�FLWH� LW�
DV� D� SULPH� H[DPSOH� RI� WKH� JHQHUDO� SXEOLF¶V�
XQWKLQNLQJ� GLVGDLQ� RI� FRPLFV� DQG�RU� WKH�
OLEHUDWHG� H[WUHPHV� RI� H[SUHVVLRQ� SRVVLEOH�
LQ� WKH� PHGLXP�� ,Q� KLV� KH\GD\�� +LUDWD� ZDV�
DUJXDEO\� WKH� PRVW� UHVSHFWHG� FUHDWRU� RI�
VDPXUDL�PDQJD�LQ�-DSDQ��ZLWK�DFFRODGHV�IURP�
OXPLQDULHV� OLNH� WKH� QRYHOLVW� 0LVKLPD� <XNLR�
and Akira¶V� ƿWRPR� .DWVXKLUR�� ZKR� KHOSHG�
GHVLJQ� WKH� HLJKW�YROXPH� KDUGFRYHU� FROOHFWHG�
HGLWLRQ�RI�+LUDWD¶V�PRVW�IDPRXV�VKRUW�VWRULHV�
IURP� 1LKRQ� %XQJHLVKD� LQ� ������ :KHQ� DQ�
H[SHQVLYH�� ¿YH�YROXPH� IDFVLPLOH� ER[� VHW� RI�
VRPH�RI�KLV�KDUG�WR�¿QG�NDVKLKRQ�ZRUNV�IURP�
WKH� HDUO\� µ��V� ZDV� LVVXHG� LQ� ������ Bloody 
Stumps Samurai� ZDV� QRWLFHDEO\� PLVVLQJ��
2KWD�6KXSSDQ��IDPHG�IRU�LWV�VXEFXOWXUDO�WDVWHV�
DQG� UHSULQWV� RI� REVFXUH� FXOW� PDQJD�� ORRNHG�
LQWR� UHLVVXLQJ� WKH� WLWOH� LQ� WKH� ODWH� µ��V�� EXW�
DEDQGRQHG� WKH� LGHD� DIWHU� FKHFNLQJ� ZLWK� WKH�
%//�DQG�EHLQJ�WROG�WKDW�WKH\�FRXOGQ¶W�SURPLVH�
WKDW� WKHUH� ZRXOGQ¶W� EH� DQ\� SUREOHP� IURP�
WKHP���� 7KH� DUWLVW�� DQ\ZD\�� SUHIHUUHG� WR� OHW�
VOHHSLQJ�GRJV� OLH�±�DW� OHDVW�XQWLO�������ZKHQ�
QRW�RQH�EXW�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�HGLWLRQV�ZHUH�VHW�LQ�
PRWLRQ�

7KDW� 6HSWHPEHU�� FDUWRRQLVW� DQG� IRUPHU�
HGLWRU� DW� +LQRPDUX� %XQNR� LQ� WKH� µ��V�
<DPDPDWVX�<ǌNLFKL� FDXJKW� D�SODQH� WR�'HOKL�
ZLWK� WKH� JRDO� RI� LQWURGXFLQJ� PDQJD� WR� WKH�

8PH]X�.D]XR
³'HPRQ�0DQ�RI�5HYHQJH´

6KǀQHQ�0DJD]LQH��0D\����������



,QGLDQ� VXEFRQWLQHQW� �QRW� NQRZLQJ� WKDW� WKH\�
DOUHDG\� KDG� FRPLFV��� KDG� Bloody Stumps 
Samurai� WUDQVODWHG� LQWR� +LQGL� �GHVSLWH�
NQRZLQJ� WKDW� WKH� SHRSOH� ZKR� FDQ� DIIRUG�
LQHVVHQWLDOV�OLNH�ERRNV�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�UHDG�WKHP�
LQ�(QJOLVK���DQG�UHWXUQHG�WR�-DSDQ�VL[�PRQWKV�
ODWHU�GHHS�LQ�WKH�KROH�DIWHU�VHOOLQJ�MXVW����RI�WKH�
PRUH�WKDQ������FRSLHV�KH�KDG�SULQWHG��6LQFH�
PRVW�RI�WKH�XQVROG�FRSLHV�ZHUH�DEDQGRQHG�LQ�
'HOKL�� WKH� +LQGL� HGLWLRQ�� SULQWHG� LQ� -DQXDU\�
����� DV� SUHVXPDEO\� WKH� ¿UVW� PDQJD� HYHU�
WUDQVODWHG� LQWR� WKDW� ODQJXDJH�� LV� D� VXSHU� UDUH�
LWHP��6DPSOH�SDJHV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�EDFN�
RI� <DPDPDWVX¶V� UROOLFNLQJ� JUDSKLF� PHPRLU��
Stupid Guy Goes to India (Indo e baka ga 
yatte kita�� ������� ZKLFK� ZDV� SXEOLVKHG� LQ�
(QJOLVK� E\� &KHQQDL¶V� %ODIW� 3XEOLFDWLRQV� LQ�
�������

%DFN�LQ�-DSDQ��HGLWRU�DQG�PDQJD�VFKRODU�

$VDNDZD�0LWVXKLUR�DQG�FULWLF�.XUH�7RPRIXVD�
KDG�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�D�-DSDQHVH�HGLWLRQ��%DVHG�
RQ� DQ� RULJLQDO� FRS\� RI� WKH� ERRN� RZQHG� E\�
<DPDPDWVX��WKH�¿UVW�HGLWLRQ�RI�Bloody Stumps 
Samurai�LQ�RYHU�IRUW\�\HDUV�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�E\�
WKH� 7RN\R� SXEOLVKHU� 6HLULQNǀJHLVKD�� ZKHUH�
$VDNDZD� ZRUNHG�� LQ� 6HSWHPEHU� ������ MXVW�
EHIRUH�<DPDPDWVX�HPEDUNHG�IRU�,QGLD��,W�ZDV��
E\� QHFHVVLW\�� D� FRPSURPLVH��1RW� RQO\� GLG� LW�
LQFOXGH�D�OHQJWK\�HVVD\�E\�.XUH�H[SODLQLQJ�WKH�
RULJLQDO� FRQWH[W�� WKH� DUWLVW¶V� JRRG� LQWHQWLRQV��
WKH� %//¶V� FRPSODLQWV�� DQG� WKH� PRWLYDWLRQV�
EHKLQG� WKH� UHLVVXH�� EXW� DOVR� D� UHSULQW� RI�
+LUDWD¶V������ UHZULWH�RI� WKH�VWRU\� IRU�Comic 
0DJD]LQH��³+HDU�<H��6FRXQGUHOV�´��³2QRUHUD�
QL� WVXJX´��� ZKHUHLQ� WKH� OHDG� FKDUDFWHU�� VWLOO�
QDPHG�,QRNR�*HQQRVXNH��LV�WKH�GHVFHQGDQW�RI�
SROLWLFDO�H[LOHV�LQVWHDG��0RVW�VLJQL¿FDQWO\��WKH�
QHZ� HGLWLRQ� ZDV� KHDYLO\� UHGDFWHG�� 3DVVDJHV�
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Hindi edition of Bloody Stumps Samurai��FRYHU�DQG�LQWHULRU�SDJH
�1HZ�'HOKL��*DQJD�<DPDWR�������

FRYHU�LPDJH�FRXUWHV\�RI�%ODIW�3XEOLFDWLRQV
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LQ� WKH�PDQJD�ZLWK�ZKLFK� WKH�%//�KDG�WDNHQ�
LVVXH�ZLWK�LQ�WKH�SDVW��RU�PLJKW�WDNH�LVVXH�ZLWK�
LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW��ZHUH� UHSODFHG�ZLWK� WULDQJOHV��
FLUFOHV��DQG�;V��7KHVH�ZHUH�PDLQWDLQHG�ZKHQ�
WKH� PDQJD� ZDV� UH�UHLVVXHG� LQ� ����� E\� WKH�
SXEOLVKHU� /DSXWD�� 7KXV�� VWLOO� WR� WKLV� GD\�� D�
FRPSOHWH� HGLWLRQ� RI�Bloody Stumps Samurai 
KDV�\HW�WR�UHDSSHDU�LQ�LWV�KRPH�FRXQWU\�

$�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�.XUH¶V�HVVD\�IROORZV�WKH�
SUHVHQW�RQH��7KH�GHVLUDELOLW\�RI�VXFK�H[WHQVLYH�
FRQWH[WXDO�PDWHULDO� VWHPV� QRW� VR�PXFK� IURP�
RXU� FROOHFWLYH� REVHVVLRQ� ZLWK� WKH� GHWDLOV� RI�
PDQJD� KLVWRU\� DQG� WKH� OLQHDPHQWV� RI� VRFLDO�
PRYHPHQWV�� EXW� UDWKHU� WKH� NQRZOHGJH� WKDW� D�
ERRN� OLNH� WKLV�� ZKLFK�ZDV� RQFH� GHVSLVHG� E\�
PHPEHUV�RI� WKH�FRPPXQLW\� LW�SUHVXPSWLYHO\�
FODLPHG� WR� ¿JKW� IRU�� FDQ� RQO\� EH� UHLVVXHG�
HWKLFDOO\� �DQG� QRZ� LQWURGXFHG� WR� D� ZLGHU�
JOREDO�DXGLHQFH�� LI�RQH� WDNHV�FDUH� WR�SUHVHQW�
LW�� QRW� MXVW� DV� HQWHUWDLQPHQW� �WKRXJK� WKDW� LV�

FHUWDLQO\�ZKDW� LW� DOVR� LV��� EXW� DV� D� KLVWRULFDO�
FDVH� VWXG\� RI� WKH� VHQVLWLYH� SROLWLFV� WKDW�
VXUURXQG� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV� RI� PLQRULW\� DQG�
RSSUHVVHG� SHRSOHV�� HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ� WKH\� DUH�
SROLWLFDOO\� RUJDQL]HG� DQG� PLOLWDQW�� 2Q� RQH�
OHYHO��.XUH¶V� HVVD\� RIIHUV� D� VKDUS� SLFWXUH� RI�
WKH� JUDYLW\� DQG� FRPSOH[LW\� RI� WKH� ³EXUDNX�
TXHVWLRQ´�DQG�+LUDWD¶V�UXQ�LQ�ZLWK�LW��2Q�VRPH�
SRLQWV� KH� GHIHQGV� +LUDWD�� RQ� RWKHUV� QRW�� 2Q�
DQRWKHU�OHYHO��LW�DOVR�RIIHUV�D�UDUH�RSSRUWXQLW\�
±�UDUH�EHFDXVH�PRVW�RI�WKH�ZULWLQJ�LQ�(QJOLVK�
RQ�EXUDNX�LVVXHV�LV�E\�DFDGHPLF�VFKRODUV�ZKR�
DSSURDFK�WKH�WRSLF�ZLWK�JUHDW�GHIHUHQFH�IRU�WKH�
EXUDNX�FRPPXQLW\�±�WR�VHH�KRZ��E\�WKH�HQG�RI�
��WK�FHQWXU\��PDQ\�QRQ�EXUDNX�-DSDQHVH�KDG�
EHFRPH�DPELYDOHQW�DERXW��LI�QRW�RXWULJKW�IHG�
XS�ZLWK��WKH�%//¶V�OLQJXLVWLF�SROLFLQJ�DV�ZHOO�
DV�ZLWK�-DSDQHVH�SXEOLVKHUV¶�WHQGHQF\�WR�PDNH�
WKLQJV�ZRUVH�E\�TXDVKLQJ�GHEDWH�WKURXJK�VHOI�
FHQVRUVKLS��2QH�RI� WKH�PDLQ�PRWLYDWLRQV� IRU�

Hirata Hiroshi
³+HDU�<H��6FRXQGUHOV�´

&RPLF�0DJD]LQH��-DQXDU\���������

Bloody Stumps Samurai / Hear Ye, Scoundrels!
�7RN\R��6HLULQNǀJHLVKD�������

FRYHU�DQG�EHOO\EDQG
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5HGDFWHG�SDVVDJHV�LQ�Bloody Stumps Samurai 
�7RN\R��6HLULQNǀJHLVKD��������
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WKH������-DSDQHVH�UHLVVXH�RI�+LUDWD¶V�PDQJD��
VWDWHV� .XUH�� ZDV� WR� EUHDN� WKH� VLOHQFH� DQG�
IDFLOLWDWH� LQIRUPHG� DQG� LQWHOOLJHQW� GHEDWH�
DERXW�EXUDNX�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��DW�WKH�YHU\�OHDVW�
DPRQJ�PDQJD�FULWLFV�DQG�KLVWRULDQV�

%XW� DV� .XUH¶V� HVVD\� ZDV� ZULWWHQ� IRU� D�
-DSDQHVH� DXGLHQFH�� OHW� PH� NHHS� \RX� IRU� D�
OLWWOH� ORQJHU� DQG� WXUQ� \RXU� DWWHQWLRQ� EDFN� WR�
WKH� 0HDW� ,QIRUPDWLRQ� &HQWHU�� ZKHUH� WKHUH�
LV� D�SDLU�RI� DGMDFHQW� H[KLELWV� WKDW�GUDZ� LQ� WR�
IRFXV�VRPH�RI�WKH�VWDNHV�LQYROYHG�DQG�WKH�ZD\�
WKDW� LPDJHU\� �LQFOXGLQJ� FRPLFV�� DQG� ZRUGV�
�LQFOXGLQJ� WKRVH� XVHG� LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW�PDQJD��
UHPDLQ�VHQVLWLYH�VXEMHFWV�WRGD\��,�ZRXOG�KDYH�
OLNHG� WR� LQFOXGH� LPDJHV�RI� WKH�GLVSOD\� LWVHOI��
EXW� WKH� &HQWHU� GRHV� QRW� DOORZ� SKRWRJUDSK\�
GXH� WR� FRQFHUQV� WKDW� LWV� PHVVDJH� ZLOO� EH�
PLVDSSURSULDWHG�E\�ELJRWV�DQG�WUROOV�

8QGHU�WKH�KHDGLQJ�³'LVFULPLQDWRU\�5HSUHVHQ�
WDWLRQV� LQ� %RRNV� DQG� 5HODWHG� 0HGLD�´� RQ�
D� EDFN�ZDOO� DW� WKH�&HQWHU� LV� D� GLVSOD\� SDQHO�
GHVFULELQJ�WKH�ZD\V�WKDW�VODXJKWHUKRXVHV�DQG�
VODXJKWHUKRXVH�ZRUNHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�QHJDWLYHO\�
SRUWUD\HG� LQ� WKH� PHGLD� DQG� HQWHUWDLQPHQW�
LQ� -DSDQ��$PRQJ� WKH� H[DPSOHV� DUH� D� SDLU� RI�
FRPLFV�SDQHOV�IURP�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�HGLWLRQV�RI�
<RNR\DPD�0LWVXWHUX¶V�Romance of the Three 
Kingdoms (Sangokushi�� ���������� <RX� PD\�
NQRZ�<RNR\DPD� DV� WKH� FUHDWRU� RI�Gigantor 
(7HWVXMLQ� ���Jǀ�� ��������� RU� Giant Robo 
(Jaianto robo�� ���������� VHPLQDO� ZRUNV� LQ�
WKH� URERW� DQG� PHFKD� JHQUHV� LQ� PDQJD� DQG�
DQLPH��+LV�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�FODVVLF�&KLQHVH�HSLF�
Romance of the Three Kingdoms��ZKLFK�UXQV�
LQ�VRPH�HGLWLRQV�WR�VL[W\�YROXPHV��LV�QRW�RQO\�
D�PDVVLYH�EHVW�VHOOHU��WRWDOLQJ�RYHU����PLOOLRQ�
ERRNV� VROG��� EXW� DOVR� RQH� RI� WKH� IHZ�PDQJD�
WKDW� \RX� FDQ� UHJXODUO\� ¿QG� LQ� VFKRRO� DQG�
SXEOLF�OLEUDULHV�

7KH�¿UVW�SDQHO�IURP�WKLV�PDQJD�RQ�GLVSOD\�
DW�WKH�&HQWHU��XQGDWHG��EXW�IURP�������VKRZV�
+H�-LQ��WKH�EUDYH�DQG�FKDULVPDWLF�JHQHUDO�ZKR�
H[SHGLWHG� WKH� IDOO�RI� WKH�+DQ�'\QDVW\� LQ� WKH�
ODWH� �QG� FHQWXU\�� DV� D� \RXQJ� PDQ� UXQQLQJ�
WKH� IDPLO\� EXWFKHULQJ� EXVLQHVV� LQ� /XR\DQJ��
'HDG� SLJV� KDQJ� IURP� WKH� UDIWHUV�� 2[� VNXOOV�

DQG� RWKHU� ERQHV� OLWWHU� WKH� JURXQG�� :RRGHQ�
EXFNHWV� DUH� ¿OOHG�ZLWK� RUJDQV�� 6KLUWOHVV� DQG�
VPLOLQJ�� KH� LV� VKRZQ� VOLFLQJ� RSHQ� DQRWKHU�
SLJ��LWV�EORRG�VSLOOLQJ�WR�WKH�ÀRRU��%HKLQG�KLP�
LV�D�\RXQJ�ZRPDQ�KDQGOLQJ�D�KLGH��7KH� WH[W�
DERYH�KHU�UHDGV��³+H�-LQ��ZKR�ZRUNHG�LQ�WKH�
VODXJKWHULQJ� WUDGH� NLOOLQJ� FRZV� DQG� SLJV� LQ�
WKH�WRZQ�RI�/XR\DQJ��KDG�D�EHDXWLIXO�\RXQJHU�
VLVWHU�´� +HDY\� KDWFK�PDUNV� DFFHQWXDWH� WKH�
EXVLQHVV¶V�PDFDEUH�VTXDORU�

7KH�VHFRQG�SDQHO�VKRZV�WKH�VDPH�VFHQH�
IURP�D�ODWHU�HGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDQJD��,QVWHDG�RI�
D� VSDFH� ¿OOHG�ZLWK� VLJQV� RI� JULVO\� GHDWK��ZH�
QRZ�VHH�D�QHDW�URRP�ZLWK�RQO\�WZR�GHDG�ELUGV�
KDQJLQJ�IURP�WKHLU�IHHW�DQG�D�KLQW�RI�DQRWKHU�
DQLPDO� RQ� D� WDEOH� XQGHU�+H� -LQ¶V� KDQG��ZKR�
LV� QRZ� FRQVLGHUDWHO\�ZHDULQJ� D� VKLUW� IRU� KLV�
UHDGHUV��7KH�\RXQJ�ZRPDQ�ORRNV�EDVLFDOO\�WKH�
VDPH��$ERYH�KHU��WKH�WH[W�UHDGV��³7KHUH�ZDV�D�
PHDW�VKRS�LQ�WKH�WRZQ�RI�/XR\DQJ��7KH�RZQHU��
+H� -LQ�� KDG� D� EHDXWLIXO� \RXQJHU� VLVWHU�´� ,Q�
UHQGHULQJ�WKH�URRP��LQVWHDG�RI�KDWFKLQJ��WKHUH�
LV�QRZ�ORWV�RI�FOHDQ�ZKLWH�DQG� WKH�DQJOH�KDV�
EHHQ�UDLVHG�VR�ZH�KDYH�QR�YLHZ�RI�WKH�ÀRRU��
ZKDW¶V� LQ� WKH� YHVVHOV�� RU� WKH� DQLPDO� XQGHU�
KDSS\�+H�-LQ¶V�KDQG�

7KRXJK� WKLV� LV� QRW� H[SODLQHG� DW� WKH�
&HQWHU�� WKLV� SDQHO� LV� RQH� RI� PDQ\� IURP� WKH�
+H� -LQ� FKDSWHUV� RI� Romance of the Three 
Kingdoms�WKDW�ZHUH�UHGUDZQ�LQ���������,�ZDV�
QRW� DEOH� WR� ¿QG� DQ\� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� ZK\�
WKH�FKDQJHV�ZHUH�PDGH��EXW�FRQVLGHULQJ� WKDW�
HGLWV� RQ� RWKHU� SDJHV� UHODWH� WR� YHUELDJH� WKDW�
GHVFULEHV�+H�-LQ�DV�D�³SLJ�NLOOHU´��butakoroshi��
IURP� D� ³LJQREOH� FDVWH´� �iyashii mibun��� LW� LV�
PRVW�OLNHO\�WKDW�WKH�PDQJD�ZDV�UHYLVHG�XQGHU�
SUHVVXUH� IURP� WKH� %//�� 7KDW� ZRXOG� KHOS�
H[SODLQ�LWV�DSSHDUDQFH�DW�6KLEDXUD��ZKLFK��DV�
PHQWLRQHG�HDUOLHU��ZDV�RUJDQL]HG�ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�
RI�WKH�ORFDO�%//�FKDSWHU��1LQHWHHQ�QLQHW\�RQH�
ZDV� DOVR� WKH� \HDU� WKDW� <RNR\DPD� UHFHLYHG�
D� SUHVWLJLRXV� DZDUG� IRU� WKH� VHULHV� IURP� WKH�
-DSDQ�&DUWRRQLVWV�$VVRFLDWLRQ��ZKLFK�PHDQV�
WKDW� WKHUH� ZRXOG� KDYH� EHHQ� DGGHG� SUHVVXUHV�
WR�UHDOLJQ�LWV�FRQWHQW�ZLWK�SUHYDLOLQJ�VWDQGDUGV�
RI� QRQ�GLVFULPLQDWRU\� VSHHFK� DQG� LPDJHU\��
7KH� VWDQGDUG� WH[WXDO� YHUVLRQ� RI�Romance of 



the Three Kingdoms� LQ� -DSDQHVH� DOVR� HUDVHG�
UHIHUHQFHV�WR�³SLJ�NLOOHUV´�DQG�RWKHU�VHQVLWLYH�
WHUPV�LQ�WKHVH�\HDUV���

³+RZ� GR� \RX� IHHO� DERXW� WKHVH� WZR�
LPDJHV"´�DVNV�D�GLGDFWLF�WH[W�SODFHG�EHWZHHQ�
WKH� WZR� SDQHOV� LQ� WKH� 0HDW� ,QIRUPDWLRQ�
&HQWHU¶V� GLVSOD\�� :KLOH� QR� FRQFUHWH�
H[SODQDWLRQ� LV� SURYLGHG� RI� ZKDW� LV� ZURQJ�
ZLWK� WKH� ¿UVW� LPDJH�� LW� GRHV� SUHHPSWLYHO\�
IUDPH� ZKDW� LW� EHOLHYHV� WR� EH� WKH� SURSHU�
NLQG� RI� DQVZHU� ZLWK� WKH� DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�
³'LVFULPLQDWRU\� 5HSUHVHQWDWLRQV� LQ� %RRNV�
DQG�5HODWHG�0HGLD´�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�GLVSOD\��
DV�ZHOO�DV�D�VXEKHDGLQJ�GLUHFWO\�DERYH�WKH�SUH�
UHYLVHG� YHUVLRQ� RI� <RNR\DPD¶V� PDQJD� WKDW�
UHDGV�³([DPSOHV�WKDW�'HSLFW�6ODXJKWHUKRXVHV�
DQG� 7KHLU�:RUNHUV� DV� %DG�´� 7KDW� ODVW� ZRUG�
LQ� -DSDQHVH� LV� ³aku�´� ZKLFK� RIWHQ� FRQQRWHV�
³HYLO�´� 5HJDUGOHVV� RI� ZKHWKHU� <RNR\DPD¶V�
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ� LV�KLVWRULFDOO\�DFFXUDWH�RU�QRW��
UHJDUGOHVV� RI� ZKHWKHU� WKH� DUWLVW� LQWHQGHG�
WR� PDOLJQ� VODXJKWHUKRXVH� ZRUNHUV� RU� QRW��
UHJDUGOHVV� RI� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� WKLV� PDQJD� LV�
VHW� LQ� &KLQD� HLJKWHHQ� FHQWXULHV� DJR� ±� DV� D�
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�WKDW�FLUFXODWHG�LQ�-DSDQ�DW�D�WLPH�
ZKHQ� WKH� %//� VWLOO� FRPPDQGHG� VLJQL¿FDQW�
LQÀXHQFH�� WKH�PDQJD¶V� FUHDWRU� DQG� SXEOLVKHU�

ZHUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�FRQIRUP�WR�WKH�VHQVLWLYLWLHV�
RI� EXUDNX� DQG� VODXJKWHUKRXVH� DFWLYLVWV�� 7KH�
VSHFL¿FLWLHV� RI� LQWHQW� DQG� FRQWH[W� DUH� OHVV�
LPSRUWDQW� ±� DQG� DUJXDEO\� LUUHOHYDQW� IURP�
WKH� %//� SRLQW� RI� YLHZ� ±� WKDQ� WKH� XUJHQF\�
RI� HOLPLQDWLQJ� DQWL�EXUDNX� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�
URRW� DQG� EUDQFK�� OLNH� D� UDGLFDO� VXUJHU\� WKDW�
QRW� RQO\� WDUJHWV� PDOLJQDQW� WLVVXHV� EXW� DOVR�
DOO� WKH� SDVVDJHZD\V� DQG� QHLJKERULQJ� ]RQHV�
ZKHUH� WKH�FDQFHU�PLJKW�EH� ODWHQW��0RVW�QRQ�
EXUDNX� -DSDQHVH� ¿QG� VXFK� ³ZRUG� KXQWLQJ´� 
(kotoba-gari��±�RU�LQ�WKLV�FDVH��³LPDJH�KXQWLQJ´�
±�H[WUHPH��DQG�VD\�VR�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�NLQG�RI�
GLVPLVVLYH� DWWLWXGH� KHOG� E\�(QJOLVK� VSHDNHUV�
ZKR�XVH�³SROLWLFDOO\�FRUUHFW´�DV�D�SHMRUDWLYH��
%XW� LW� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR� UHPHPEHU� WKH� JUHDWHU�
JRRG�IRU�ZKLFK�VSHFL¿F�FDVHV�RI�VXSSUHVVLRQ�
VHUYH�� WKH� WHPSHULQJ� RI� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�� WKH�
LPSURYLQJ� RI� OLIH� IRU� PLQRULW\� SHRSOHV�� DQG�
SUHVVXULQJ�SHRSOH�ZKR�GR�QRW�EHORQJ� WR� WKDW�
FRPPXQLW\� WR� WDNH� JUHDWHU� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU�
WKH�ZRUGV��DQG�LPDJHV��WKH\�XVH�

7KDW� D� PDQJD� LV� IHDWXUHG� DW� 6KLEDXUD�
LV� LWVHOI� LQVWUXFWLYH�� ,W� LV� QRW� WKH� RQO\� YLVXDO�
H[DPSOH� ±� WKHUH� DUH� DOVR� UHSURGXFWLRQV� RI�
VHFWLRQV� RI� PHGLHYDO� SLFWXUH� VFUROOV�� (GR�
DQG� 0HLML� HUD� ZRRGEORFN� SULQWV�� DQG� HDUO\�
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W\SLFDOO\�WUXQFDWHG�WR�³toba” and written with 
V\OODELF� NDQD� WR� REIXVFDWH� WKHLU� UHODWLRQVKLS�
WR� NLOOLQJ�� DQG� RIWHQ� WKH� HXSKHPLVPV�
³FRQVXPHU�PHDW�PDUNHW´� �shokuniku ichiba��
RU� ³OLYHVWRFN� GLVPDQWOLQJ� IDFLOLW\´� �kachiku 
NDLWDLMǀ�� DUH� XVHG� LQVWHDG�� +RZHYHU�� HYHQ�
VRPH� VODXJKWHUKRXVH� ZRUNHUV� KDYH� YRLFHG�
GLVFRPIRUW�ZLWK�VR�PXFK�SROLWLFDO�FRUUHFWQHVV��
DQG�WKLQN�LW�EHWWHU�WR�ZRUN�WR�FKDQJH�SHRSOH¶V�
PLQGV�DERXW�ZKDW�³VODXJKWHU´�FRQQRWHV� �WKDW�
LW¶V� QRW� FUXHO� DQG� GLVJXVWLQJ�� UDWKHU� WKDQ�
SDQGHU�WR�GLVFULPLQDWRU\�VHQWLPHQWV�URRWHG�LQ�
LJQRUDQFH� DQG� XQTXHVWLRQHG� ELDVHV�� 6LOHQFH�
DQG� HXSKHPLVPV�� LQ� WKLV� YLHZ�� VLPSO\� OHDYH�
SUHMXGLFLDO�FRJQLWLYH�VWUXFWXUHV�LQ�SODFH���

,I� VXFK� KDV� EHHQ� WKH� SROLWLFDO� FOLPDWH�
DURXQG�D�WHUP�OLNH�³VODXJKWHUKRXVH�´�\RX�FDQ�
LPDJLQH� KRZ� IUDXJKW� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ� LV� DURXQG�
QRPHQFODWXUH�IRU�EXUDNX�SHRSOHV�WKHPVHOYHV��
HVSHFLDOO\� ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� QDPHV� WKDW� DUH�
RSHQO\� GHURJDWRU\�� -XVW� EHORZ� WKHVH� WZR� 
PDQJD� SDQHOV� DUH� D� KDQGIXO� RI� OHWWHUV� DQG�
SRVWFDUGV� LQ� D� GLVSOD\� FDVH�� 7KH\� DUH� VRPH�
RI�WKH�PDQ\�SLHFHV�RI�KDWH�PDLO�WKDW�6KLEDXUD�
KDV�UHFHLYHG�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��7KH�PRVW�YLFLRXV�
RQH� EHJLQV� DV� IROORZV�� ³7RN\R� &RQVXPHU�
0HDW� 0DUNHW� VXUH� VRXQGV� QLFH�� EXW� LW¶V� D�
VODXJKWHUKRXVH�� SODLQ� DQG� VLPSOH�� /LVWHQ� XS��
\RX� VWXSLG� SLJ�NLOOLQJ� ZRUN�HWD� �HWD� DUHQ¶W�
KXPDQ� VR� WKH\� FDQ¶W� EH� ZRUNmen��� <RX¶UH�
QRWKLQJ�EXW�FUXHO�EHDVWV�>]DQNRNX�QD�LNLPRQR@��
ZLWK�QR�EORRG�DQG�QR�WHDUV��<RX�PXUGHU�SLJV��
WKRXJK� SLJV� DUH� VXSHULRU� DQLPDOV� FRPSDUHG�
WR� \RX� HWD�� (WD� DQG� KLQLQ� DUH� VLQJOH�FHOOHG�
RUJDQLVPV�� ORZHU� WKDQ� HYHQ� ÀHDV�� PDJJRWV��
FRFNURDFKHV��ÀLHV��OLFH��DQG�WKH�6$56�EDFWHULD�
>VLF@�� 6LQFH� \RX¶UH� QRW� KXPDQ�� \RX� KDYH�
QRWKLQJ� DV� QREOH� DV� KXPDQ� ULJKWV�� WKHUHIRUH�
NLOOLQJ�HWD�DQG�KLQLQ�LV�QRW�D�FULPH�DQG�FDQ¶W�
EH�WULHG�DV�KRPLFLGH�XQGHU�$UWLFOH�����RI�WKH�
3HQDO�&RGH�´�,W�JRHV�RQ���

:LWK� FKLOGLVK�KDQGZULWLQJ� WKDW� VXJJHVWV�
OLPLWHG� OLWHUDF\� RU� PHQWDO� LOOQHVV�� PRUH�
WKDQ� ���� VLPLODU� OHWWHUV� DQG� SRVWFDUGV� ZHUH�
VHQW� WR� YDULRXV� EXUDNX�UHODWHG� EXVLQHVVHV��
LQVWLWXWLRQV��DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�RYHU�DQ����PRQWK�

��WK�FHQWXU\�SKRWRJUDSKV�±�EXW�LW�LV�WKH�PRVW�
UHFHQW��,Q�KLV�HVVD\��.XUH�FLWHV�D�FDVH�LQ�ZKLFK�
D� QDWLRQDOO\� UHVSHFWHG� DXWKRU� RI� KLVWRULFDO�
¿FWLRQ� DQG� WUDYHO� OLWHUDWXUH�� 6KLED� 5\ǀWDUǀ��
ZDVQ¶W� FHQVRUHG� �DV� PDQ\� ZULWHUV� ZHUH�� IRU�
XVLQJ� ³VODXJKWHUKRXVH´� DV� D� PHWDSKRU� LQ�
GHVFULELQJ� WKH� DIWHUPDWK� RI� D� EDWWOH�� LQ� WKLV�
FDVH� LQ� WKH� PHGLHYDO� SHULRG�� 7KH� UHDVRQV��
KH� FODLPV�� LV� WKDW� 6KLED� FRPPDQGV� FXOWXUDO�
FDSLWDO� WKDW� FUHDWRUV� RI� PDVV� HQWHUWDLQPHQW��
SRS� FXOWXUH�� DQG� SXOS� OLWHUDWXUH� GR� QRW��
%XW� DFWXDOO\�� RQ� DQRWKHU� RFFDVLRQ� LQ� ������
6KLED� ZDV� FULWLFL]HG� E\� WKH� %//� IRU� XVLQJ�
³VODXJKWHUHU´��tosatsujin��LQ�OLHX�RI�³DVVDVVLQ�´�
DQG�JUDFLRXVO\�DJUHHG�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�WH[W����6R�
DOUHDG\�WKLV�OLQH�RI�DUJXPHQW�LV�LII\��/LNHZLVH��
LI� HYHU�PDQJD� KDYH� EHHQ� UHVSHFWHG� LQ� -DSDQ�
RQ� D� QDWLRQDO� OHYHO�� <RNR\DPD¶V� Romance 
of the Three Kingdoms�ZDV�� EXW� KRQRUV� DQG�
DFFRODGHV�GLG�QRW�VXI¿FH�WR�VKLHOG�WKH�ZRUN��$V�
VWDWHG�HDUOLHU��,�SHUVRQDOO\�GRQ¶W�JHW�WKH�VHQVH�
WKDW�FXOWXUDO�KLHUDUFK\�KDV�EHHQ�D�PDMRU�IDFWRU�
LQ�EXUDNX�UKHWRULFDO�SROLWLFV�� ,I�DQ\WKLQJ�� WKH�
PRUH�SRSXODU��YDXQWHG��RU�YLVLEOH�D�ZRUN�LV��WKH�
PRUH�OLNHO\�LW� LV� WR�EH�WDUJHWHG��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�
PHGLXP��,I�WKH�VXSSUHVVLRQ�RI�Bloody Stumps 
Samurai� LQ� ����� RIIHUV� DQ� H[FHSWLRQ� WR� WKLV�
JHQHUDO�UXOH��WKH�UHODWLYH�XQHYHQWIXOQHVV�RI�LWV�
UHLVVXH�IURP�D�VPDOO�PDQJD�SXEOLVKHU�LQ������
�VHH�EHORZ��SUREDEO\�SURYHV�LW�

1RWH� WKDW�<RNR\DPD�ZDVQ¶W� HYHQ� XVLQJ�
VODXJKWHUKRXVHV� DV� D� PHWDSKRU�� 7RGD\� WKH�
6KLEDXUD� 6ODXJKWHUKRXVH� LV� DV� VSDUNOLQJ�
K\JLHQLF�DV�FRXOG�EH�LPDJLQHG�IRU�D�IDFWRU\�RI�
LWV�VRUW��EXW�WKDW�KDV�RQO\�EHHQ�WKH�FDVH�VLQFH�
WKH�SODFH�ZDV�UHEXLOW�LQ�������,W�GRHV�QRW�PDWWHU�
ZKDW�VODXJKWHUKRXVHV�ORRNHG�OLNH�RU�PD\�KDYH�
ORRNHG� OLNH� LQ� WKH� SDVW�� ,W� RQO\�PDWWHUV� KRZ�
WKH� GHSLFWLRQ� RI� VODXJKWHUKRXVHV�� ZKHUHYHU�
RU�ZKHQHYHU�WKH\�DUH�VHW��UHVRQDWHV�ZLWK�UHDO�
DQG� SHUFHLYHG� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW��
3RVLWLYH�DQG�DQRG\QH�DUH�WKH�RQO\�DFFHSWDEOH�
WRQHV�� DW� OHDVW� IRU� RXWVLGHUV�� ,Q� IDFW�� MXVW�
VD\LQJ�RU�ZULWLQJ�³VODXJKWHUKRXVH´��WRVDWVXMǀ/
tosatsuba�� KDV� EHHQ� GHHPHG� SUREOHPDWLF��
7KH� LGHRJUDSKLF� NDQML� FKDUDFWHUV� DUH�



SHULRG� EHWZHHQ� ����� DQG� ����� �WKH� \HDU�
the Bloody Stumps Samurai� ZDV� UHLVVXHG���
7KH� DERYH� WR� 6KLEDXUD� ZDV� UHSRUWHGO\� WKH�
¿UVW�� 7KH� SHUSHWUDWRU�� DQ� XQHPSOR\HG� PDQ�
LQ� KLV� PLG�WKLUWLHV�� ZDV� HYHQWXDOO\� DUUHVWHG�
DQG� LPSULVRQHG� RQ� FKDUJHV� RI� GHIDPDWLRQ��
LQWLPLGDWLRQ�� DQG� IRUJHU\���� 7KRXJK� EXUDNX�
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�LV�IDU�OHVV�SHUYDVLYH�DQG�LQWHQVH�
QRZ�WKDQ�LW�ZDV�HYHQ�WZHQW\�\HDUV�DJR��VRPH�
-DSDQHVH�DUH�VWLOO�ZDU\�RI�KLULQJ��PDUU\LQJ��RU�
HYHQ�OLYLQJ�QH[W�WR�SHRSOH�PDUNHG�DV�EXUDNX��
,QVWDQFHV� RI� YLUXOHQW� KDWH�� OLNH� WKHVH� OHWWHUV��
DUH� QRW� SDUWLFXODUO\� FRPPRQ�� EXW� QRU� FDQ�
WKH\�EH�ZULWWHQ�RII� DV� H[FHSWLRQV��7KH\� IHHG�
RII� PRUH� SDVVLYH� GLVFULPLQDWRU\� VHQWLPHQWV�
±� ,� SHUVRQDOO\� KDYH� KHDUG� -DSDQHVH� GHVFULEH�
EXUDNX�QHLJKERUKRRGV�DV�GLUW\�DQG�GDQJHURXV�
DQG�WKHLU�UHVLGHQWV�DV�RGG�ORRNLQJ�±�DQG�VHUYH�
WR� UHLQIRUFH�DQ�DWPRVSKHUH�RI�DOLHQDWLRQ�DQG�
WHUURU�IHOW�E\�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��7KH�
KDWH� LV�FUXGH�DQG� LQH[DFW�±� IRU�H[DPSOH��QRW�
HYHU\RQH� ZKR� ZRUNV� DW� D� VODXJKWHUKRXVH� LQ�
-DSDQ� LV� GHVFHQGHG� IURP�SHRSOH�ZLWK� WLHV� WR�
WKDW� RU� RWKHU� KLVWRULFDOO\� EXUDNX�GRPLQDWHG�
WUDGHV� ±� EXW� QRQHWKHOHVV� SRLQWHG� DQG�
GDPDJLQJ�

:KDW�WKLV�OHWWHU�DOVR�UHYHDOV��LQ�LWV�VORSS\�
DQG�EHOOLJHUHQW�ZD\��LV�WKDW�³KLVWRULFDO´�WHUPV�
OLNH� ³HWD´� DQG� ³KLQLQ´� DUH� RIWHQ� WKH� ¿UVW�
WR� EH� ZHDSRQL]HG� LQ� KDWH� VSHHFK�� DV� LV� WKH�
FDVWLQJ� RI� DQLPDO� VODXJKWHU� DV� WKH� ³FUXHO´�
ZRUN� RI� VXEKXPDQ� ³EHDVWV�´� :KHQ� +LUDWD�
drew Bloody Stumps Samurai�� WKLV� ODQJXDJH�
RI�KDWH�ZDV�VWLOO�SHUYDVLYH�DQG�WKXV�IDU�PRUH�
FXWWLQJ�� 'HVSLWH� OLYLQJ� LQ� 1DUD� SUHIHFWXUH�� D�
KHDUWODQG�RI�6XLKHLVKD�DFWLYLVP�DQG�KRPH�WR�
PDQ\� ROG� EXUDNX� FRPPXQLWLHV�� ,� GRXEW� WKDW�
+LUDWD� XQGHUVWRRG� WKH� GHSWK� DQG� PDJQLWXGH�
RI�WKH�SUREOHP��,Q�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�IROORZLQJ�WKH�
����� UHLVVXH� RI� WKH� PDQJD�� +LUDWD� DGPLWWHG�
WKDW� KH� ¿UVW� KHDUG� DERXW� EXUDNX� WKURXJK�
ELJRWHG� KHDUVD\� LQ� PLGGOH� VFKRRO� �WKH� HDUO\�
µ��V�� DQG� RQO\� OHDUQHG�PRUH�ZKHQ� KH� FDPH�
DFURVV� D� ERRN� DERXW� EXUDNX� KLVWRU\� DQG�
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�LQ�7HQUL�&HQWUDO�/LEUDU\��ZKLFK�
KH� IUHTXHQWHG� IRU� UHVHDUFK� IRU� KLV� PDQJD��� 

(YHQ� D� VHHPLQJO\� VPDOO� GHWDLO�� OLNH� KRZ�
KH� VSHOOV� ³HWD�´� JLYHV� DZD\� KLV� LJQRUDQFH��
:ULWLQJ�LW�LQ�NDQML��DV�+LUDWD�GRHV��PD\�KDYH�
EHHQ� KLVWRULFDOO\� DFFXUDWH�� EXW� LW� ZDV� DOVR�
VHPDQWLFDOO\� RIIHQVLYH�� 6LQFH� WKH� WHUP¶V�
GHURJDWRU\� FRQQRWDWLRQV� RI� RYHUZKHOPLQJ�
GH¿OHPHQW�DUH�LPPHGLDWHO\�OHJLEOH�LQ�WKH�NDQML��
LW�EHFDPH�VWDQGDUG�SUDFWLFH� WR�ZULWH�³HWD´� LQ�
V\OODELF�NDWDNDQD�LQ�WKH�µ��V��7KH�6XLKHLVKD��
V\PEROLFDOO\�� VSHOOHG� WKH� ZRUG� LQ� NDWDNDQD��
/RRNLQJ� EDFN� RQ� KLV� \RXWK� LQ� WKH� µ��V�� RQH�
EXUDNX�DFWLYLVW�GHVFULEHG�IHHOLQJ�³GLVFRPIRUW�
WR�WKH�SRLQW�RI�GLVJXVW�´�³VLFN�WR�P\�VWRPDFK�
ZLWK�KXPLOLDWLRQ�DQG�UDJH�´�ZKHQ�KH�VDZ�WKDW�
DQG�VLPLODU�VOXUV�LQ�SULQW��DV�KH�UHFRJQL]HG�WKDW�
WKH\�ZHUH�GHVLJQHG�IRU�QRWKLQJ�OHVV�WKDQ�³WKH�
XWWHU�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�PH�DQG�P\� OLIH�´���(YHQ�
The Broken Commandment�� ZKLFK�ZHQW� RXW�
RI� SULQW� XQGHU� 6XLKHLVKD� SUHVVXUH� LQ� ������
ZDV�RQO\�UHLVVXHG�LQ������DIWHU�EHLQJ�KHDYLO\�
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FRYHU�RI�RULJLQDO�HGLWLRQ�KHOG�E\�7HQUL�&HQWUDO�/LEUDU\
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UHGDFWHG�� ZLWK� DOO� LQVWDQFHV� RI� ³HWD´� DQG�
QXPHURXV�RWKHU�ZRUGV�UHSODFHG�ZLWK�YDULDQWV�
RI� ³EXUDNX´� DQG� ³EXUDNXPLQ�´� $QG� WKRXJK�
UHVWRUHG� HGLWLRQV� EHJDQ� DSSHDULQJ� DV� SULFH\�
KDUGFRYHUV�LQ������±�+LUDWD�ZRXOG�KDYH�KDG�
DFFHVV� WR� WKHP�� DV� ZHOO� DV� WKH� ¿UVW� HGLWLRQ�
IURP�������DW�7HQUL�&HQWUDO�/LEUDU\�±�WKH�PRVW�
DFFHVVLEOH�SDSHUEDFN�HGLWLRQ�IURP�6KLQFKǀVKD�
FRQWLQXHG�XVLQJ�WKH�UHGDFWHG�WH[W�XQWLO��������

/LNHZLVH�� DOO� RI� WKH� YDULRXV� WHOHYLVLRQ�
GUDPD� DQG� WKHDWULFDO� PRYLH� DGDSWDWLRQV� RI�
The Broken Commandment� SURGXFHG� LQ� WKH�
HDUO\� SRVWZDU� \HDUV� DYRLG� ³HWD´� DQG� RWKHU�
FRQWHQWLRXV� ZRUGV�� 7KH� PRVW� IDPRXV� PRYLH�
YHUVLRQ�� GLUHFWHG� E\� ,FKLNDZD� .RQ�� ZDV�
UHOHDVHG�LQ�$SULO�������WKH�LQGLFLD�RI�Bloody 
Stumps Samurai� VWDWHV� WKDW� LW�ZDV� SXEOLVKHG�
RQ� -XO\� ��� ������7KH� SUR[LPLW\� RI� WKH� GDWHV�
FDQ� KDUGO\� EH� D� FRLQFLGHQFH�� HVSHFLDOO\�
FRQVLGHULQJ�WKDW�WKH�XVXDO�SURGXFWLRQ�WLPH�RI�
D�PDQJD�RI�WKLV�OHQJWK�ZDV�DERXW�WZR�PRQWKV��
DQG� WKDW� +LUDWD� IUHTXHQWHG� WKH� PRYLHV� LQ�
WKHVH�\HDUV�DQG�UHJXODUO\�DSSURSULDWHG�PRWLIV��
FKDUDFWHUV�� DQG� HYHQ� ZKROH� VFHQHV� DQG� SORW�
HOHPHQWV�IURP�WKH�KRWWHVW�QHZ�SHULRG�IHDWXUHV��
:KLFK� LV� WR� VD\� ±� DQG� WKLV� LV� DQ� LPSRUWDQW�
SRLQW� IRU� DVVHVVLQJ� +LUDWD¶V� LQWHQWLRQV� ±� QRW�
RQO\� LV� LW�KLJKO\� OLNHO\� WKDW�+LUDWD�FRQFHLYHG�
and drew Bloody Stumps Samurai� XQGHU� WKH�
GLUHFW� LQÀXHQFH� RI� ,FKLNDZD¶V� ¿OP�� EXW� DOVR�
WKDW�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�KH�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�LJQRUHG�
LWV�SROLWLFDOO\�FRUUHFW�YHUELDJH�LQ�IDYRU�RI�WKH�
UDZQHVV�DQG�KLVWRULFLW\�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�WH[W��

,Q�VXP��HYHQ�EHIRUH�+LUDWD¶V�SUREOHPDWLF�
H[SODQDWLRQ� RI� WKH� FRPPXQLW\¶V� RULJLQV� RU�
*HQQRVXNH¶V�VWHUHRW\SLFDO�UDJH�±�WKH�IHDWXUHV�
WKDW� WKH�%//� WRRN� LVVXH�ZLWK� ±�ZRUG� FKRLFH�
DQG� RUWKRJUDSK\� LQ�Bloody Stumps Samurai 
ZRXOG�KDYH�DOUHDG\�VHW�WKH�VWDJH�IRU�DQ�XQNLQG�
UHFHSWLRQ��7KH�YLROHQW�LPDJHU\�DQG�JUXHVRPH�
WLWOH�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�KHOSHG��$PRQJ�DFWLYLVWV�
DQG� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�� WKHUH� KDV� EHHQ� JUHDW�
GHEDWH� DERXW� WKH� EHVW� ZD\� WR� ULG� VRFLHW\� RI�
WKHVH�ZRUGV�DQG�WKH�VHQWLPHQWV�EHKLQG�WKHP��
6RPH� VD\� WKH\� VKRXOG� UHPDLQ� XQVSRNHQ� DQG�
XQZULWWHQ��IRU�WKURXJK�VLOHQFH�DQG�LQYLVLELOLW\�
WKH\�ZLOO�HYHQWXDOO\�EH�IRUJRWWHQ��2WKHUV�VD\�

WKH\�VKRXOG�EH�RXWHG�DQG�RSHQO\�LQWHUURJDWHG��
VR� WKDW� SHRSOH� DUH� IRUFHG� WR� FRPH� WR� WHUPV�
ZLWK� WKH� ELJRWU\� WKDW� WKH\� UHSUHVHQW� DQG�
HYHQWXDOO\�RQO\�XVH�WKHP�ZLWK�WKH�IXOO�ZHLJKW�
RI�KLVWRU\� VXUURXQGLQJ� WKHP� LQ� VFDUH�TXRWHV��
2XWVLGH� RI� WKH� PRYHPHQW� DQG� FRPPXQLW\��
PDQ\� LQGLYLGXDOV� DQG� SXEOLVKHUV� FKRRVH� WR�
DYRLG��QRW�MXVW�VSHFL¿F�ZRUGV��EXW�DGGUHVVLQJ�
EXUDNX� LVVXHV� DOWRJHWKHU�� VRPHWLPHV� RXW� RI�
UHVSHFW� WR� WKH� EXUDNX� FRPPXQLW\�� EXW� PRUH�
RIWHQ�EHFDXVH� WKH\�DUH� WRR� OD]\� WR�GR� LW� LQ� D�
FRQVFLHQWLRXV�PDQQHU��RU�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�MXVW�
SODLQ� VFDUHG�� 8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� RYHU� WKH� FRXUVH�
RI�WKH�µ��V�DQG�µ��V��DV�GHQXQFLDWLRQV�EHFDPH�
PRUH� IUHTXHQW� DQG�PRUH� LQWHQVH�� VRPHWLPHV�
WXUQLQJ�YLROHQW��VHOI�FHQVRUVKLS�RYHUWRRN�VHOI�
UHFNRQLQJ�DV�WKH�QRUP���

'LVWDVWH�ZLWK�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ�DOVR�LQFUHDVHG��
DQG� EHFDPH� SDUWLFXODUO\� YRFDO� LQ� WKH� µ��V��
7KLV� FDQ� EH� IHOW� NHHQO\� LQ� .XUH¶V� HVVD\��
ZULWWHQ�LQ������E\�D�VKDUS�WRQJXHG�FULWLF�ZKR�
IUHTXHQWO\� GHQRXQFHG� FHQVRUVKLS�� WKH� ELDVHV�

3RVWHU�IRU�,FKLNDZD�.RQ¶V�DGDSWDWLRQ�RI�
The Broken Commandment 
�'DLHL�)LOP��$SULO�������
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RI�³ZRUG�KXQWLQJ�´�DQG�HPSW\�LQWRQDWLRQV�RI�
³KXPDQ� ULJKWV�´� EXW� ZKR� DOVR� VWRRG� XS� IRU�
WKH� EXUDNX� DQG� RWKHU� PLQRULW\� FRPPXQLWLHV�
DQG� WKHLU� H[SHULHQFHV� RI� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�� DV�
ZHOO� DV� IRU� WKH� OHJLWLPDF\� DQG� HIIHFWLYHQHVV�
RI� ³GHQXQFLDWLRQ�´� 7KLV� ZDV� QRW� DQ� DEVWUDFW�
GHEDWH� IRU� .XUH�� ,Q� WKH� PLG� µ��V�� KH� KDG�
GLI¿FXOW\� ¿QGLQJ� D� SXEOLVKHU� WR� UHLVVXH� KLV�
FODVVLF� A Survey of Contemporary Manga 
(*HQGDL� PDQJD� QR� ]HQWDL]ǀ�� ������ EHFDXVH�
WKH\� UHIXVHG� WR� UHSULQW� D� FRXSOH� RI� OLQHV� LQ�
which he proposes that the characters in a 
PDQJD� VHW� LQ� D� ZRUNLQJ� FODVV� QHLJKERUKRRG�
RI�VRXWK�2VDND��+DUXNL�(WVXPL¶V�Spunky Chie 
(Jarinko Chie�� ���������� ZHUH�� JLYHQ� WKHLU�
OLIHVW\OH��GUHVV��DQG�GLVWUXVW�RI�ERWK�WKH�SROLFH�
DQG� \DNX]D�� SUREDEO\� EXUDNX� RU� ]DLQLFKL�
.RUHDQ����:KHQ�WKLQJV�JHW�WR�WKLV�VWDJH�±�ZKHQ�
V\PSDWKHWLFDOO\� VXJJHVWLQJ� WKDW� VRPHWKLQJ�
PLJKW�EH�UHODWHG� WR�PLQRULW\� LVVXHV�EDVHG�RQ�
FRPPRQVHQVH�PDUNHUV�LV�GHHPHG�XQSULQWDEOH�
±�\RX�FRXOG�YHU\�ZHOO�H[SHFW�D�EDFNODVK�

When Bloody Stumps Samurai was 
UHLVVXHG�LQ�������WKH�WLGH�ZDV�TXLFNO\�WXUQLQJ��
:LWK� WKH� H[SLUDWLRQ� RI� D� 6SHFLDO� 0HDVXUHV�
/DZ� LQ� ����� WKDW� KDG� GLUHFWHG� PRQH\� WR�
EXUDNX�GLVWULFWV�VLQFH�������WKH�%//�ORVW�RQH�
RI� LWV� PDLQ� VRXUFHV� RI� IXQGLQJ�� 0HDQZKLOH��
VHQVDWLRQDOLVWLF�H[SRVpV�DERXW�FRUUXSWLRQ�DQG�
\DNX]D� LQÀXHQFH� ZLWKLQ� WKLV� ZHOIDUH� V\VWHP�
SUDFWLFDOO\�ZLSHG� RXW� DQ\� SXEOLF� V\PSDWKLHV�
WKDW�VWLOO�UHPDLQHG�IRU�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\��,QVLGH�DQG�RXWVLGH�EXUDNX�FLUFOHV��
WKHUH�ZDV�JHQHUDO�DJUHHPHQW�WKDW�WKH�UHLJQLQJ�
SKLORVRSK\�RI� ³GRQ¶W�ZDNH�D� VOHHSLQJ�FKLOG´�
(neta ko o okusuna��±� UHIHUULQJ� WR� WKH�EHOLHI�
WKDW�EXUDNX�LVVXHV�ZHUH�EHVW�OHIW�DORQH�±�ZDV�
RQO\� SXVKLQJ� WKH� ³EXUDNX� TXHVWLRQ´� LQWR� D�
FORVHW� ZKHUH� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�� FRUUXSWLRQ�� DQG�
VKDPH�IHVWHUHG��%XW�DV�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�UXOHERRN�
IRU� KRZ� WR� EH� RSHQ� LQ� DQ� DFFHSWDEOH� ZD\��
6HLULQNǀJHLVKD� DVVXPHG� WKDW� LW� ZDV� WDNLQJ�
D� ULVN�ZLWK� WKH�QHZ�+LUDWD�ERRN�� ,Q�DGGLWLRQ�
WR� H[WHQVLYH� UHGDFWLRQV�� WKH� HGLWLRQ¶V� HGLWRU��
$VDNDZD� 0LWVXKLUR�� OLVWHG� KLV� QDPH� DV� WKH�
SXEOLVKHU� VR� WKDW�� LQ� WKH� HYHQW� RI� IDOORXW�� LW�
ZRXOG� UDLQ�RQ�KLP�DQG�QRW� WKH�DFWXDO�RZQHU�

RI� WKH� FRPSDQ\��:KHQ�� DIWHU� SXEOLFDWLRQ�� QR�
FRPSODLQWV� RI� DQ\� VRUW� FDPH� WKH� SXEOLVKHU¶V�
ZD\��$VDNDZD�ZDV�XQGHUVWDQGDEO\�VXUSULVHG��
6XUSULVHG�±�EXW�DOVR�YLQGLFDWHG���

7KH� UHLVVXH� UHFHLYHG� OLWWOH� SUHVV� RI� UHDO�
VXEVWDQFH�� ,QWHUHVWLQJO\�� WKH� PRVW� SRVLWLYH�
DQG�HQJDJHG�RI�UHVSRQVHV�FDPH�IURP�ZULWHUV�
DVVRFLDWHG��LQ�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V��ZLWK�WKH�EXUDNX�
FRPPXQLW\�� :ULWLQJ� IRU� Human Rights and 
the Buraku Question (Jinken to buraku 
mondai���D�PRQWKO\�MRXUQDO�SXEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�
%XUDNX�3UREOHPV�5HVHDUFK�,QVWLWXWH��%XUDNX�
PRQGDL� NHQN\ǌMR�� LQ� .\RWR�� PDQJD� FULWLF�
2PRWH� 7RPR\XNL� �ZKR� GRHV� QRW�� WR� P\�
NQRZOHGJH�� LGHQWLI\� DV� EXUDNX�� DUJXHV� WKDW��
ZKLOH�*HQQRVXNH¶V�EORRGOXVW�DQG�JRU\�GHPLVH�
ZDV� XQOLNHO\� WR� GR� DQ\WKLQJ� EXW� UHLQIRUFH�
DQJVW� DQG� QLKLOLVP� DPRQJ� D� \RXQJ� EXUDNX�
UHDGHUVKLS�� D�ZRUN¶V�PHVVDJH� FDQQRW�PHUHO\�
EH� MXGJHG� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� LQWHUQDO� QHHGV� RI� D�
SROLWLFDO� PRYHPHQW�� 7KHUH� VKRXOG� EH� URRP�
IRU�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�QRQ�EXUDNX�UHDGHUV��WRR��
)XUWKHUPRUH�� LI� D� UHDGHU� HQGV� XS� LGHQWLI\LQJ�
ZLWK�WKH�KDWHUV�LQ�+LUDWD¶V�PDQJD��2PRWH�DGGV��
LQ� UHIHUHQFH� WR�RQH�RI� WKH�%//¶V�FRPSODLQWV��
WKDW�LV�D�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�SUHMXGLFHV��QRW�
+LUDWD¶V�� ZKRVH� SRVLWLRQ� RQ� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�
LV�FOHDU�� ,W� LV�ERWK�ZURQJ�DQG�PHDQLQJOHVV� WR�
KROG�+LUDWD�UHVSRQVLEOH�LI�SHRSOH�PLVUHDG�KLV�
ZRUN���

8HKDUD� <RVKLKLUR�� RQH� RI� WKH� PRVW�
SRSXODU� ZULWHUV� WRGD\� RQ� EXUDNX� LVVXHV��
ZKR� DOVR� SURXGO\� VHOI�LGHQWL¿HV� DV� EXUDNX��
LQWHUYLHZHG� +LUDWD� VRRQ� DIWHU� WKH� UHLVVXH��
,Q� KLV� UHFDS�� ¿UVW� SXEOLVKHG� LQ� DQ� RFFXOW�
DQG� XQVROYHG� P\VWHULHV� PDJD]LQH�� 8HKDUD�
H[SUHVVHV�QRWKLQJ�EXW�V\PSDWK\�IRU�WKH�\RXQJ�
DUWLVW��ZKR� FRXOG�KDYH�KDUGO\�EHHQ� H[SHFWHG�
WR� EH� DZDUH� RI� WKH� ¿QHU� SRLQWV� RI�ZKDW�ZDV�
DFFHSWDEOH�ZLWKLQ�EXUDNX�GLVFRXUVH��7KH�%//��
RQ� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� FRPH� RII� DV� WKXJV� �WKH\�
UHSRUWHGO\� VKRZHG� XS� DW� +LQRPDUX� %XQNR�
LQ� WKH� EDFN� RI� D� WUXFN� DUPHG� ZLWK� ³FOXEV´��
ZLWK� OLPLWHG� FXOWXUDO� OLWHUDF\� ZKR� XQIDLUO\�
VFDSHJRDWHG� VPDOO� ¿VK� OLNH� +LUDWD� IRU� ZKDW�
8HKDUD� EHOLHYHV� FDQ� RQO\� UHDG� WRGD\� OLNH�
WULYLDO� LQIUDFWLRQV��$SSDUHQWO\��DIWHU�VSHDNLQJ�
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ZLWK� ORFDO� EXUDNX� OHDGHU� 0DWVXGD� .LLFKL�
�DFWLYH�VLQFH�WKH�PLG�µ��V�ZLWK�6XLKHLVKD�DQG�
DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�XQOHDUQHG��LQ�WKH�%//¶V�RI¿FHV�LQ�
1LVKLQDUL��VRXWK�2VDND���+LUDWD�DQG�+LQRPDUX�
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�ZHUH� WDNHQ�RQ�D� WRXU�RI� ORFDO�
WDQQHULHV�� 7KH\� DJUHHG� WR� SXEOLVK� D� UHYLVHG�
YHUVLRQ�RI� WKH�PDQJD�EDVHG�RQ�D� VFULSW�E\�D�
%//�ZULWHU��UXPRUHG�WR�EH�WKH�IDPHG�QRYHOLVW��
MRXUQDOLVW��DQG�HGLWRU�+LMLNDWD�7HWVX���EXW�ZKDW�
WKDW�SHUVRQ�VXEPLWWHG�ZDV�UHSRUWHGO\�VR�ERULQJ�
DQG�FRQIXVHG� WKDW�KH�ZDV�SDLG�D�NLOO� IHH�DQG�
WKH�ZKROH�PDWWHU�ZDV�VLPSO\�IRUJRWWHQ��+LUDWD��
PHDQZKLOH��KDG� WR�ERUURZ�PRQH\� WR�VXSSRUW�
KLV�IDPLO\�IRU�WKH�QH[W�VL[�PRQWKV�XQWLO�KH�ZDV�
DOORZHG�WR�VWDUW�SXEOLVKLQJ�DJDLQ���

$V� D� SUL]H�ZLQQLQJ� EXUDNX� ZULWHU�� DQG�
RQH�ZKR�JUHZ�XS�LQ�WKH�2VDND�DUHD��8HKDUD¶V�
HPEUDFH� RI� +LUDWD� KDV� ZHLJKW�� %XW� LW� LV�
VWULNLQJ� WR� PH�� HVSHFLDOO\� JLYHQ� KRZ� WUDVK\�
Bloody Stumps Samurai� LV�� KRZ� JHQHURXV�
-DSDQHVH�ZULWHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�WRZDUG�+LUDWD�DQG�
GLVPLVVLYH��RU�DW�OHDVW�LQFXULRXV��WKH\�DUH�RI�WKH�
%//��*UDQWHG��8HKDUD�KDV�KDG�DQ�DQWDJRQLVWLF�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK� WKH� %//��ZLWK� KDUVK�ZRUGV�
H[FKDQJHG� LQ� SXEOLF�� %XW� LW¶V� QRW� MXVW� KLP��
,Q� WKH� OLPLWHG� OLWHUDWXUH� RQ� Bloody Stumps 
Samurai�� WKHUH� LV�XVXDOO\�RQH�YLFWLP�DQG� LW� LV�
+LUDWD�±�D�VLJQ�WKDW�WKH�%//�KDV�ORVW�FRQWURO�RI�
WKH�VWRU\�DERXW�ZKDW�FRQVWLWXWHV�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�
DQG�ZKDW�VKRXOG�EH�GRQH�DERXW�LW�

5HGDFWHG�SDVVDJHV�LQ�Bloody Stumps Samurai 
�7RN\R��6HLULQNǀJHLVKD��������
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7KRXJK� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ� LQ� WKH�HDUO\�����V�
KDG� OLEHUDOL]HG�HQRXJK�WR�DOORZ�D�UHLVVXH��DV�
PHQWLRQHG� HDUOLHU� WKH� 6HLULQNǀJHLVKD� HGLWLRQ�
�OLNH�WKH�FXUUHQWO\�DYDLODEOH�RQH�IURP�/DSXWD��
VWLOO�PDGH�FRQFHVVLRQV�WR�WKH�ODQJXDJH�SROLWLFV�
DQG� SXEOLVKLQJ� HWKLFV� RI� WKH� UHFHQW� SDVW��
1RW� RQO\� ZHUH� WKH� SDVVDJHV� ZLWK� ZKLFK� WKH�
%//� WRRN� LVVXH� UHGDFWHG� �WKRXJK� FLWHG� RU�
SDUDSKUDVHG� PRUH� RU� OHVV� LQ� IXOO� LQ� .XUH¶V�
HVVD\��� VR�ZHUH�DOO� WKLUW\�WZR�RFFXUUHQFHV�RI�
³HWD´� DQG� WKH� ¿YH� RI� ³KLQLQ�´� DV�ZHOO� DV� WKH�
VLQJOH� LQVWDQFH� RI� ³NDWDZDPRQR´� �FULSSOH��
±� GLVDELOLW\� EHLQJ� DQRWKHU� LVVXH� DERXW�
ZKLFK� -DSDQHVH� VHQVLWLYLWLHV� KDYH� VKLIWHG�
VLQFH� +LUDWD¶V� WLPH�� $ERXW� WKH� FLUFOHV� DQG�
WULDQJOHV� WKDW� DSSHDU� LQ� WKHLU� SODFH�� 8HKDUD�
ZULWHV�� ³7KHVH� DUH� WKH� XQIRUWXQDWH� VFDUV�
RI� PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ� EHWZHHQ� SHRSOH� IRUW\�
\HDUV� DJR�� 6FDUV� XSRQ� WKH� KXPDQ� KHDUW� FDQ�
KHDO� RYHU� WLPH�� EXW� WKRVH� LQÀLFWHG� XSRQ� WKLV�
PDQJD� UHPDLQ� WKHUH� XQKHDOHG�´31�:LWK� VXFK�
ODPHQWV� IURP� D� EXUDNX� ZULWHU� LQ� PLQG�� IRU�
WKLV�(QJOLVK�HGLWLRQ�ZH�GHFLGHG� WR�SURYLGH�D�
IXOO�WUDQVODWLRQ�ZLWK�QR�UHGDFWLRQV��$V�KLVWRU\�
ERRNV�QRZ�UHJXODUO\� LQFOXGH� WKH�ZRUG�³HWD�´�
DV�GR�HGLWLRQV�RI�7ǀVRQ¶V�QRYHO�VLQFH�WKH�µ��V��
LQFOXGLQJ� D� SRSXODU� PDQJD� DGDSWDWLRQ� IURP�
������FXUUHQWO\� LQ� LWV���WK�SULQWLQJ���ZH�IHHO�
DVVXUHG�WKDW�WKLV�LV�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�GHFLVLRQ���

:H� DOVR�ZDQW� UHDGHUV� WR� JHW� D� VHQVH� RI�
WKH�IXOO�IRUFH�RI�WKLV�PDQJD¶V�VWULGHQW�ODQJXDJH�
RI� H[SUHVVLRQ�� DV� D�ZD\� WR�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�
ZKDW� WKLV� PDQJD� DWWHPSWHG� WR� DFKLHYH�� DV�
ZHOO� DV�ZKDW� LW� IDLOHG� WR� DFKLHYH�� DV� DQ�DQWL�
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� EURDGVLGH� LQ� ������ %HVLGHV��
OHDYLQJ�WKLQJV�WR�WKH�LPDJLQDWLRQ�FDQ�OHDG�WR�

WKHP�VHHPLQJ�PRUH�IDQWDVWLFDO�DQG�PRQVWURXV�
WKDQ� WKH\� DFWXDOO\� DUH� ±� DOO� WKH� PRUH� VR� LQ�
D� VHQVDWLRQDOL]LQJ� PDQJD� OLNH� WKLV� RQH�� ,I�
\RX� DUH� RI� WKH� RSLQLRQ� WKDW� WKLV� PDQJD� LV�
LUUHGHHPDEOH��DQ�XQUHGDFWHG�YHUVLRQ�DOVR�KDV�
WKH�PHULW� RI� SURYLGLQJ� D� FRQFUHWH� REMHFW� IRU�
D� QHJDWLYH� FDVH� VWXG\�� H[DPSOHV� RI� ZKLFK��
WR� P\� NQRZOHGJH�� DUH� QRW� UHDGLO\� DYDLODEOH�
LQ� (QJOLVK� ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� EXUDNX� LVVXHV��
,I� RQH� FDQ� RQO\� DSSUHFLDWH� +LUDWD¶V� JRRG�
LQWHQWLRQV�E\�UHIXVLQJ�WR�JLYH�LQ�WR�WKH�WDERRV�
RI� FHQVRUVKLS�� WKH�RSSRVLWH� DOVR�DSSOLHV��RQH�
FDQ�EHVW� XQGHUVWDQG�SUHMXGLFH��ZKHWKHU� LW� EH�
SXUH�RU�FRQÀLFWHG��E\�VHHLQJ�LW�LQ�DFWLRQ�

:KDWHYHU� \RXU� SHUVXDVLRQ�� ZH� GR� DVN�
WKDW� \RX� UHDG� WKLV� PDQJD� ZLWK� WKH� FRQWH[W�
RXWOLQHG�LQ�WKLV�HVVD\�DQG�WKH�RQH�IROORZLQJ�LQ�
PLQG��0RVW�RI�DOO��ZH�DVN�WKDW�\RX�UHDG�LW�ZLWK�
UHVSHFW�IRU�WKH�EXUDNX�FRPPXQLW\��IRU�ZKRP�
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�D�UHDO�DQG�SDLQIXO�IDFW�
RI�OLIH��DQG�ZKR�VXUHO\�UHDG�*HQQRVXNH¶V�WULDOV�
LQ�D�IDU�PRUH�SHUVRQDO�ZD\�WKDQ�\RX�RU�,�GR�RU�
FDQ��+RSHIXOO\��WKLV�YROXPH�ZLOO�LQVSLUH�\RX�WR�
OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�EXUDNX�LVVXHV��,I�GHOYLQJ�LQWR�
WKH� DFDGHPLF� OLWHUDWXUH� FLWHG� LQ� WKH� HQGQRWHV�
RI� WKLV� HVVD\� VHHPV� GDXQWLQJ�� ,� UHFRPPHQG�
VWDUWLQJ� ZLWK� ZRUNV� RI� ¿FWLRQ� OLNH� 7ǀVRQ¶V�
The Broken Commandment�� 6XPLL¶V� The 
River with No Bridge�� RU� 1DNDJDPL� .HQML¶V�
The Cape (Misaki�� �������7KH\�ZLOO�SURYLGH�
D� GHHSHU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� EXUDNX� KLVWRU\��
LGHQWLW\�� DQG� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�� DQG� D� JUHDWHU�
DELOLW\� WR� LQWHOOLJHQWO\� MXGJH� +LUDWD¶V� ZHOO�
PHDQLQJ�PLVDGYHQWXUH� LQWR� WKH� EDWWOH¿HOG� RI�
EXUDNX�SROLWLFV�

7KH�DXWKRU�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� WKDQN�(PL�'R��0DWW�1R\HV��&KULVWRSKHU�%RQG\��7LPRWK\�$PRV��DQG�$VDNDZD�
0LWVXKLUR�IRU�UHDGLQJ�DQG�FRPPHQWLQJ�RQ�GUDIWV�RI�WKLV�HVVD\��
1� )RU� DQ� RYHUYLHZ� RI� WKH� KLVWRU\�� LQQHU� ZRUNLQJV�� DQG� SROLWLFV� RI� -DSDQHVH� VODXJKWHUKRXVHV�� LQFOXGLQJ�
6KLEDXUD��VHH�.DPDWD�6DWRVKL��Dokyumento toba��7RN\R��,ZDQDPL�VKRWHQ���������2Q�LVVXHV�RI�QRPHQFODWXUH��
VHH�SS����������)RU�DQ�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�6KLEDXUD��VHH�5HEHFFD�0LOQHU��³:DJ\X��3URFHVVLQJ�
SDPSHUHG�FRZV�DW�7RN\R¶V� ODVW�PDMRU�VODXJKWHUKRXVH�´�The Japan Times� �$XJXVW����������DQG�³:DJ\X��
0RUH�DW�VWDNH�WKDQ�FUDIWVPDQVKLS�IRU�PDUJLQDOL]HG�VODXJKWHUKRXVH�ZRUNHUV�´�The Japan Times��$XJXVW�����
�������7KH�LGHD�RI�IUDPLQJ�WKLV�HVVD\�WKURXJK�6KLEDXUD�ZDV�LQVSLUHG�E\�DQ�LQVLGH�WRXU�RI�WKH�IDFLOLWLHV�DQG�
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DQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�4	$�VHVVLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�6KLEDXUD�6ODXJKWHUKRXVH�/DERU�8QLRQ�LQ�1RYHPEHU�������7KDQN�\RX�
WR�<DPDVDNL�6HLLFKL�DQG�2VKLGD�*RUǀ�IRU�LQYLWLQJ�PH�WR�MRLQ�WKLV�DQG�RWKHU�WRXUV�UHODWHG�WR�EXUDNX�KLVWRU\��
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�� DQG� ODERU� UXQ�E\� WKH�7RN\R�6DQLWDWLRQ�:RUNHUV�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&RPPLWWHH� �6HLVǀ� MLQNHQ�
NǀU\ǌNDL���DQG�WR�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�RI�WKH�6KLEDXUD�8QLRQ�IRU�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�PH�WR�WDON�DERXW�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�
LQ�-XQH������
��$�EDVLF�VWDWHPHQW�RI�SXUSRVH�DQG�RXWOLQH�RI�H[KLELWV�DW�WKH�0HDW�,QIRUPDWLRQ�&HQWHU�IURP�WKH�WLPH�RI�LWV�
RSHQLQJ�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�=HQ�6KLEDXUD�7RMǀ�5ǀGǀ�.XPLDL��³7RMǀ�UǀGǀ�R�WDGDVKLNX�VKLWWH�KRVKLL��µ2�QLNX�QR�
MǀKǀNDQ¶�JD�RRSXQ�´�%XUDNX�NDLKǀ�QR�������0DUFK��������SS�������
3�)RU�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�³EXUDNX´�DV�D�PRELOH�VWLJPD��VHH�-RVHSK�'��+DQNLQV��Working Skin: Making Leather, 
Making a Multicultural Japan��2DNODQG��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�3UHVV���������SS�������DQG�SDVVLP�
4�7KH�(QJOLVK� ODQJXDJH�VFKRODUVKLS�RQ�EXUDNX�SHRSOHV�DQG� WKHLU�SUHGHFHVVRUV� LV�H[WHQVLYH��)RU�D�VLPSOH�
LQWURGXFWLRQ�� VHH� ,DQ� -�� 1HDU\�� ³%XUDNXPLQ� LQ� FRQWHPSRUDU\� -DSDQ�´� LQ� 0LFKDHO� :HLQHU�� HG��� Japan’s 
Minorities: The illusion of homogeneity���QG�HG���/RQGRQ�	�1HZ�<RUN��5RXWOHGJH���������SS���������)RU�
D�GHWDLOHG�KLVWRULFDO�DQG�WKHRUHWLFDO�VWXG\��VHH�7LPRWK\�'��$PRV��Embodying Difference: The Making of 
Burakumin in Modern Japan��+RQROXOX��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�+DZDL¶L�3UHVV���������)RU�DQ�RYHUYLHZ�FORVHU�WR�WKH�
date of Bloody Stumps Samurai��VHH�*HRUJH�GH�9RV�DQG�+LURVKL�:DJDWVXPD��HG���Japan’s Invisible Race: 
Caste in Culture and Personality��%HUNHOH\�	�/RQGRQ��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�3UHVV��������
��2Q�GLVFULPLQDWRU\�HSLWKHWV�DQG�HXSKHPLVPV�IRU�EXUDNX�SHRSOHV�DQG�WKHLU�FRPPXQLWLHV��DQG�WKH�SROLWLFV�
DURXQG�WKHP��VHH�1DQHWWH�*RWWOLHE��Linguistic Stereotyping and Minority Groups in Japan��/RQGRQ�	�1HZ�
<RUN��5RXWOHGJH���������SS��������
��6HH�*HRUJH�2��7RWWHQ�DQG�+LURVKL�:DJDWVXPD��³(PDQFLSDWLRQ��*URZWK�DQG�7UDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�D�3ROLWLFDO�
0RYHPHQW�´� LQ� Japan’s Invisible Race�� SS�� ������ DQG� 'DYLG� /�� +RZHOO�� Geographies of Identity in 
Nineteenth-Century Japan��%HUNHOH\��/RV�$QJHOHV��	�/RQGRQ��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�3UHVV���������SS��
��������7KLV�NLQG�RI�KLVWRULFDO�LQDFFXUDF\��KRZHYHU��XQOLNH�WKH�RWKHUV�GHVFULEHG�EHORZ�DQG�LQ�WKH�QH[W�HVVD\��
ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�KDYH�EHHQ�DFFHSWDEOH�WR�EXUDNX�DFWLYLVWV�RQ�LGHRORJLFDO�JURXQGV�
��³7KH�6XLKHLVKD�0DQLIHVWR´��0DUFK�����������DV�WUDQVODWHG�LQ�1HDU\��S�����
��2Q� WKH� FRPSOLFDWHG� G\QDPLFV� RI� VLOHQFH�� LQYLVLELOLW\�� SDVVLQJ�� DQG� VHOI�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ� WKH� EXUDNX�
FRPPXQLW\�� VHH� &KULVWRSKHU� %RQG\�� Voice, Silence, and Self: Negotiations of Buraku Identity in 
Contemporary Japan��&DPEULGJH��0$�	�/RQGRQ��+DUYDUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV���������DQG�+DQNLQV��Working 
Skin��)RU�D�KLJKO\�UHDGDEOH�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�DPELJXLWLHV�RI�EXUDNX�LGHQWLW\�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��VHH�
.DGRRND�1REXKLNR��Hisabetsu buraku no seishun�>����@��7RN\R��&KLNXPD�VKREǀ��������
��1HDU\��S�����
���$QQH�0F.QLJKW��Nakagami, Japan: Buraku and the Writing of Ethnicity� �0LQQHDSROLV��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
0LQQHVRWD�3UHVV���������SS���������
11� )RU� SULQW� DQG� EURDGFDVW�PHGLD�� HVSHFLDOO\� VLQFH� WKH� µ��V�� VHH�.RED\DVKL�.HQML��%XUDNX� NDLKǀ� GǀPHL�
µN\ǌGDQ¶�VKL��PHGLD�WR�VDEHWVX�K\ǀJHQ��7RN\R��&KLNXPD�VKREǀ���������2Q�¿OPV��VHH�.XURNDZD�0LGRUL��
(JDNDUHWD�KLVDEHWVX�EXUDNX��HLJD�QR�QDND�QR�MLJD]ǀ�WR�WDVKD]ǀ��7RN\R��,ZDQDPL�VKRWHQ���������2Q�ERWK�
DQG�PRUH��VHH�%XUDNX�NDLKǀ�GǀPHL�FKǌǀ�KRQEX��HG���6DEHWVX�K\ǀJHQ�WR�N\ǌGDQ��2VDND��.DLKǀ�VKXSSDQVKD��
������
���)RU�GHWDLOV�DERXW�WKH�VXSSUHVVLRQ�RI�Bloody Stumps Samurai�EH\RQG�ZKDW�LV�QDUUDWHG�LQ�.XUH�7RPRIXVD¶V�
WH[W�EHORZ��VHH�8HKDUD�<RVKLKLUR��,J\ǀ�QR�QLKRQMLQ��7RN\R��6KLQFKǀVKD���������SS��������
13�³6DEHWVX��KHQNHQ�QR�PDQJD��]DVVKL�0D]ǀ�QR�EHVVDWVX�QL�NǀJL�´�Mainichi shinbun��2VDND�HGLWLRQ��$XJXVW�
����������S������7KLV�DUWLFOH�LV�UHSULQWHG�LQ�WKH������DQG������UHLVVXHV�RI�Bloody Stumps Samurai��DV�ZHOO�DV�
RQ�SDJH�����RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�YROXPH��,W�DOVR�DSSHDUHG�XQGHU�WKH�WLWOH�³6DEHWVX�R�RVKLHUX�PDQJD´��$�PDQJD�WKDW�
WHDFKHV�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��LQ�Buraku�QR�������$XJXVW��������S������WKRXJK�ZLWK�WKH�DUWLVW¶V�QDPH�PLVVSHOOHG�
DV�:DGD�+LURVKL�
14�$�IXOOHU�DQDO\VLV�RI� WKH�PDQJD�� LWV� VXSSUHVVLRQ��DQG� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�ERWK� WR�EXUDNX�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV�
LQ�WKH�DUWV�DQG�EXUDNX�OLEHUDWLRQ�SROLWLFV�LQ�WKH�µ��V�ZLOO�EH�DYDLODEOH�LQ�P\�WHQWDWLYHO\�WLWOHG�HVVD\��³)LOWK�
$EXQGDQW��+LUDWD�+LURVKL��Bloody Stumps Samurai��DQG�WKH�%XUDNX�4XHVWLRQ�LQ�0DQJD´��LQ�SURJUHVV��
���6HH�$VDNDZD�0LWVXKLUR��LQWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�$NDWD�<ǌLFKL��³1LGR�QL�ZDWDUX�µNDJHNL�PDQJD¶�QR�EXWDLXUD�´�LQ�
$NDWD�DQG�%DUXERUD��Teihon: kesareta manga��7RN\R��6DL]XVKD���������S������
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�� On the artistic reception of Bloody Stumps Samurai�� VHH�2QRGD�6Kǀ�>$VDNDZD�0LWVXKLUR@��³.DLGRNX��
6XUXJDMǀ�JR]HQ� MLDL�´� LQ�+LUDWD�+LURVKL�DQG�1DQMǀ�1RULR��6XUXJDMǀ�JR]HQ� MLDL��YRO���� �7RN\R��0DJD]LQH�
)LYH���������SS����������DQG�5\DQ�+ROPEHUJ��³7KH�$UWLVWLF�5HFHSWLRQ�RI�+LUDWD�+LURVKL¶V�Bloody Stumps 
Samurai�´�The Comics Journal�RQOLQH��$XJXVW�������
���$Q�RYHUYLHZ�RI�WKH�FKDQJHV�LQ�<RNR\DPD¶V�Romance of the Three Kingdoms�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DW��
KWWSV���QLJXUXWD�KDWHQDEORJ�FRP�HQWU\��������������������
���0HQWLRQHG�LQ�.XUH�7RPRIXVD��.LNHQ�QD�VKLVǀND�>����@��7RN\R��)XWDEDVKD���������S�����
���.RED\DVKL�� SS�� ������.RED\DVKL¶V� VXUYH\� DOVR� OLVWV� WZR� HSLVRGHV� ������� ������ LQ�ZKLFK�PDQJD�ZHUH�
FULWLFL]HG� E\� WKH�%//�� WKRXJK� QHLWKHU� IRU� WKH� VSHFL¿F� UHDVRQV� GLVFXVVHG� LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW� HVVD\� �SS�� ������
�������� ,Q� .DPDWD¶V� ERRN� RQ� VODXJKWHUKRXVHV�� D� XQLRQ� DFWLYLVW� IURP� WKH�<RNRKDPD� &HQWUDO�:KROHVDOH�
0HDW�0DUNHW�FRPSODLQV�DERXW�WKH�XVH�RI�³VODXJKWHUKRXVH´�DV�D�EDWWOH¿HOG�PHWDSKRU�LQ�6KLQ]DWR�.HQVKLQ¶V�
Okinawa kessen� �*HNNDQ�2NLQDZD�VKD��������� D�QRQ�¿FWLRQDO�PDQJD�DERXW� WKH�%DWWOH�RI�2NLQDZD��6HH�
.DPDWD��SS��������
��� 6HH� .DPDWD�� SS�� �������� 6DJDZD�0LWVXKDUX�� ³6HLNDWVX� QR� VHNNHL´� >����@�� LQ�Niji o oikakeru otoko 
�7RN\R��)XWDEDVKD���������SS��������6DJDZD�� ³7RVDWVX�ZD�� WRVDWVX�GH�DUX�´�6KLQFKǀ� �$XJXVW��������SS��
�������6DJDZD��Ushi o hofuru� >����@� �7RN\R��)XWDEDVKD�� ������� SS�� ���� �������.XUH¶V� DUJXPHQW� DERXW�
FRQWUDGLFWLRQV�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKHVH�WHUPV��PHQWLRQHG�EULHÀ\�LQ�KLV�HVVD\��FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�.LNHQ�QD�VKLVǀND��
SS���������)RU�D�JOLPSVH�RI�ZKDW�-DSDQHVH�VODXJKWHUKRXVHV�ORRNHG�OLNH�LQ�WKH�UHFHQW�SDVW��VHH�0RWRKDVKL�
6HLLFKL¶V�SKRWRJUDSKV�RI�WKH�0DWVXEDUD�6ODXJKWHUKRXVH��VRXWK�RI�2VDND��IURP�WKH�PLG�µ��V�DQG������������
Toba��7RN\R��+HLERQVKD��������
���7KH�IXOO�WH[W�RI�WKLV�OHWWHU�FDQ�EH�UHDG�LQ�6DLWǀ�7DNDR��³6KLQ�VHLNDWVX�KRVKXVKXJL�QR�PHQWDULWHL�WR�µVDEHWVX�
QR�MLGDL¶�´�LQ�µ'ǀZD�ULNHQ�QR�VKLQVǀ¶�QR�VKLQVǀ��2VDND�	�7RN\R��.DLKǀ�VKXSSDQVKD���������S������
���.QRZQ�DV�WKH�0DVV�6HULDO�'LVFULPLQDWRU\�3RVWFDUG�,QFLGHQW��WKLV�HSLVRGH�LV�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�$PRV��SS�������
DQG��������DQG�WKRURXJKO\�LQ�8UDPRWR�<RVKLIXPL��5HQ]RNX�WDLU\ǀ�VDEHWVX�KDJDNL�MLNHQ��KLJDLVKD�WRVKLWH�QR�
hokori o kaketa tatakai��2VDND�	�7RN\R��.DLKǀ�VKXSSDQVKD��������
���8HKDUD��,J\ǀ�QR�QLKRQMLQ��SS��������
���&LWHG�LQ�.XURNDZD��SS�������
���.LWDNǀML�.HQ��³Hakai�WR�VDEHWVX�PRQGDL´���������DIWHUZRUG�WR�EXQNR�HGLWLRQ�RI�6KLPD]DNL�7ǀVRQ��Hakai 
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Hirata Hiroshi’s Bloody Stumps Samurai 
ZDV� LVVXHG� DV� D� VXSSOHPHQWDO� YROXPH� RI�
0D]ǀ (The Face of Evil���D�NDVKLKRQ��UHQWDO�
ERRN�� SHULRGLFDO� GHGLFDWHG� WR� KLVWRULFDO�
¿FWLRQ� SXEOLVKHG� E\� +LQRPDUX� %XQNR�
LQ� 2VDND�� 7KRXJK� WKH� SXEOLFDWLRQ� GDWH� LV�
QRWHG� DV� -XO\� ��� ����� LQ� WKH� LQGLFLD�� WKH�
ERRN� ZDV� OLNHO\� UHOHDVHG� LQ� -XQH�� DV� SHU�
SXEOLVKLQJ� FRQYHQWLRQV� LQ� WKH� NDVKLKRQ�
PDUNHW�DW� WKH�WLPH��$ERXW�RQH�PRQWK�DIWHU�
WKH� ERRN¶V� SXEOLFDWLRQ�� +LQRPDUX� %XQNR�
UHFHLYHG�D�VWURQJ�REMHFWLRQ�IURP�WKH�%XUDNX�
/LEHUDWLRQ�/HDJXH�>KHUHDIWHU�%//@��OHDGLQJ�
WR�WKH�ERRN¶V�UHFDOO�DQG�GHVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�LWV�
UHPRYDO�IURP�SULQW��,W�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�UHLVVXHG�
IRU�IRUW\�WZR�\HDUV�VLQFH�

'XH� WR� WKLV� VLWXDWLRQ�� LW� EHFDPH� YHU\�
GLI¿FXOW�WR�JDLQ�DFFHVV�WR�RULJLQDO�FRSLHV�RI�
Bloody Stumps Samurai��7KRXJK�WKH�ZRUN�
ZDV� UXPRUHG� WR� EH� RQH� RI� +LUDWD¶V� HDUO\�
PDVWHUSLHFHV�� FRQ¿UPLQJ� WKDW� IRU� RQHVHOI�
ZDV� QRW� HDV\�� (YHQ� SHRSOH� ZKR� ZHUH�
IRUWXQDWH�HQRXJK�WR�JHW�WR�UHDG�WKH�RULJLQDO�
DW� SODFHV� OLNH� WKH� &RQWHPSRUDU\� 0DQJD�
/LEUDU\��*HQGDL�0DQJD�7RVKRNDQ��LQ�7RN\R�
VWLOO� KHVLWDWHG� WR� SXEOLFO\� UHYLHZ� WKH�ZRUN�
XVLQJ�VDPSOH�LOOXVWUDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�PDQJD��
$V�D�UHVXOW��DVVHVVPHQW�RI�ERWK�WKH�ZRUN�DQG�
WKH� %//¶V� SURWHVWV� KDV� EHHQ� PRQRSROL]HG�
E\�JXHVVZRUN�DQG�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ��ZKLFK�
EHQH¿WV� QHLWKHU� WKH� DUWLVW� QRU� WKH� EXUDNX�
OLEHUDWLRQ� PRYHPHQW�� QRU� SXEOLVKLQJ� RU�
MRXUQDOLVP�DW�ODUJH��,Q�IDFW��FRQVLGHULQJ�WKH�
VXEVHTXHQW� FRXUVH� RI� -DSDQHVH� SXEOLVKLQJ�
DQG� MRXUQDOLVP�� WKH� HYHQWV� VXUURXQGLQJ�
Bloody Stumps Samurai� FDQQRW� EH�
GLVPLVVHG� DV� VRPHRQH� HOVH¶V� PLVIRUWXQH��
DV� WKH\� VSHDN� GLUHFWO\� WR� WKH� LJQRUDQFH�
DQG� LUUHVSRQVLELOLW\� RI� SXEOLVKHUV�� HGLWRUV��
MRXUQDOLVWV��DQG�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�LQ�-DSDQ�

The Bloody Stumps Samurai Incident (2004)

Kure Tomofusa

,Q� WKH� \HDUV� IROORZLQJ� WKLV� LQFLGHQW��
GXULQJ� WKH�����V�DQG�µ��V��DQWL�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�
DFWLYLVP� UHDFKHG� D� QHDU�DEQRUPDO� LQWHQVLW\��
*HQHUDOO\�� LW� ZHQW� XQFKDOOHQJHG�� 2I� FRXUVH��
VRPH�SHRSOH�FRPSODLQHG�DQG�H[SUHVVHG�GLVPD\�
WKDW� PRYHPHQWV� WR� H[SRVH� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� KDG�
JRQH� WRR� IDU�� %XW� UHDO� GHEDWH� DERXW� WKH� LVVXH�
ZDV�UDUH��ZLWK�PRVW�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�
D�SHUIXQFWRU\��VWRSJDS�ZD\��7R�XQGHUVWDQG� WKH�
UHFDOO�DQG�UHLVVXLQJ�RI�Bloody Stumps Samurai��
LW�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�DW�OHDVW�UHFRJQL]H�VRPH�RI�WKH�
EDVLF�IHDWXUHV�RI�WKH�UHVXOWLQJ�VLWXDWLRQ�

)LUVW� RI� DOO�� GLVFULPLQDWRU\� ODQJXDJH� LV�
SHUPLWWHG� LQ�-DSDQ� LI� LW�FRPHV�IURP�QDWLRQDOO\�
DFFODLPHG� DXWKRUV� DQG� SURJUHVVLYH� SXEOLVKHUV��
7DNH�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� UHVSHFWHG� ZULWHU� 6KLED�
5\ǀWDUǀ¶V� KLVWRULFDO� WUDYHO� VHULHV�� Walking 
Along History’s Highways (.DLGǀ� R� \XNX��
����������ZKLFK�ZDV�¿UVW� VHULDOL]HG� LQ�Weekly 
Asashi (6KǌNDQ�$VDKL��EHIRUH�EHLQJ�SXEOLVKHG�
DV�D�VHULHV�RI�KDUGFRYHU�ERRNV�DQG�WKHQ�UHLVVXHG�
DV� SRFNHW� SDSHUEDFNV� �EXQNR��� ,Q� WKH�$SULO� ���
�����LQVWDOOPHQW�RI�WKH�VHULHV��6KLED�ZULWHV�WKH�
IROORZLQJ�DERXW�WKH�DWWHPSWHG�0RQJRO�LQYDVLRQV�
RI� -DSDQ�� ³,W�ZDV� WKH�PRUQLQJ� RI�2FWREHU� ����
������:LWK�FRUSVHV�RI�ZDUULRUV�RI�WKH�.DPDNXUD�
6KRJXQDWH� VWUHZQ� HYHU\ZKHUH�� WKH� VFHQH� RQ�
WKH� EHDFK� ZDV� WUXO\� KRUULI\LQJ�� UHVHPEOLQJ� D�
VODXJKWHUKRXVH�UXQ�E\�WKH�0RQJRO�DUP\��6RPH�
����0RQJRO�VKLSV��ORRPLQJ�ODUJH�OLNH�&KLQHVH�
FLW\�JDWHV��HQJXOIHG�+DNDWD�+DUERU�´

6KLED� KHUH� GHVFULEHV� WKH� EXWFKHU\� RI� WKH�
0RQJROV�E\�FRPSDULQJ�LW�WR�D�³VODXJKWHUKRXVH´�
(WRVDWVXMǀ��� 7\SLFDOO\� >GXH� WR� WKH� IDFW� WKDW�
WKH� EXUDNX� FRPPXQLW\� KDV� VWURQJ� WLHV� WR�
SURIHVVLRQDO� DQLPDO� VODXJKWHU� DQG� PHDW�
SURFHVVLQJ@��WKLV�ZRXOG�FRXQW�DV�³GLVFULPLQDWRU\�
ODQJXDJH´��VDEHWVX�K\ǀJHQ��WKDW�WKH�%//�GRHV�
QRW� WROHUDWH� XQGHU� DQ\� FLUFXPVWDQFHV�� ,Q� WKLV�
LQVWDQFH��KRZHYHU��QR�REMHFWLRQV�ZHUH� ORGJHG��
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1RU� ZHUH� WKH\� ORGJHG� RQ� WKH� RFFDVLRQ� RI�
WKH� VHULHV¶� KDUGFRYHU� HGLWLRQ�� 1RU� RQ� WKH�
RFFDVLRQ� RI� LWV� SDSHUEDFN� HGLWLRQ�� ,� SRLQWHG�
RXW� WKLV� FRQWUDGLFWLRQ� VL[� \HDUV� DJR� LQ� P\�
ERRN�Dangerous Thinkers (.LNHQ�QD�VKLVǀND��
�������EXW� ,�KDYH�\HW� WR�KHDU�RI�HLWKHU�6KLED�
RU� KLV� SXEOLVKHU�� $VDKL� 6KLEXQVKD�� EHLQJ�
GHQRXQFHG�RQ�WKLV�FRXQW�

$V� GLVFXVVHG� LQ� PRUH� GHWDLO� ODWHU��
Bloody Stumps Samurai�GLG�QRW�EHQH¿W�IURP�
VXFK� FXOWXUDO� SULYLOHJH��:KHQ� WKH� ERRN� ZDV�
SXEOLVKHG�LQ�������QRW�RQO\�KDG�PDQJD�\HW�WR�
DFKLHYH�SRSXODU�FXOWXUDO�UHFRJQLWLRQ��NDVKLKRQ�
JHNLJD�ZDV�VHHQ�DV�WKH�DEVROXWHO\�PRVW�YXOJDU�
DQG� KDUPIXO� NLQG� RI� FRPLFV�� :KLOH� VRPH�
SHRSOH�ZHOFRPHG�WKH�GHQXQFLDWLRQ�� UHPRYDO��
DQG�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�VXFK�WUDVK��QR�RQH�VWRRG�XS�
WR� DUJXH�RWKHUZLVH��%HKLQG� WKLV� LQFLGHQW�RQH�
WKXV� FDWFKHV� D� JOLPSVH� RI� WKH� GHOLFDWH� LVVXH�
RI� WKH� LQWHUQDO� ³GLVFULPLQDWRU\� VWUXFWXUHV´�
(VDEHWVX�Nǀ]ǀ��RI�-DSDQ¶V�LQWHOOLJHQWVLD�

2Q� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� DQWL�
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� DFWLYLVP� DQG� SXEOLVKLQJ�� ,�
ZRXOG� DOVR� OLNH� WR� SRLQW� RXW� WKH� LQFUHDVLQJ�

WHQGHQF\� DPRQJ� SXEOLVKHUV� VLQFH� WKH� µ��V�
WR� DWWHPSW� WR� FLUFXPYHQW� WKH� LVVXH� ZLWK�
VWRSJDS�PHDVXUHV�� 7KH� PRVW� FRPPRQ� WDFWLF�
WRGD\� LV� WR� LQFOXGH� GLVFODLPHUV� LQ� RUGHU� WR�
SUHHPSW�FULWLFLVP��/HW�PH�SURYLGH�WZR�W\SLFDO�
H[DPSOHV��7KH�,ZDQDPL�%XQNR�HGLWLRQ��������
RI� MRXUQDOLVW� 6KLQRGD� .ǀ]ǀ¶V� One Hundred 
Tales of Meiji (Meiji hyakuwa��������LQFOXGHV�
WKH�IROORZLQJ�LQ�LWV�EDFN�PDWWHU��³7KRXJK�WKH�
SUHVHQW�WH[W�LQFOXGHV�QXPHURXV�GLVFULPLQDWRU\�
DQG� SUHMXGLFLDO� H[SUHVVLRQV�� WKH\� KDYH�
EHHQ� NHSW� DV� WKH\� DSSHDU� LQ� WKH� RULJLQDO� RXW�
RI� FRQVLGHUDWLRQ� IRU� KLVWRULFDO� FRQWH[W�´�
6LPLODUO\��WKH�,ZDQDPL�%XQNR�HGLWLRQ��������
RI�VFXOSWRU�7DNDPXUD�.ǀXQ¶V�Reminisces of the 
Restoration Era (Bakumatsu isshin kaikodan��
������ LQFOXGHV� WKH� IROORZLQJ�� ³7KRXJK� WKH�
SUHVHQW�WH[W�LQFOXGHV�LQDSSURSULDWH�H[SUHVVLRQV�
WRZDUGV� WKH� SK\VLFDOO\� KDQGLFDSSHG� DQG�
FHUWDLQ� UDFHV�� WKH\� KDYH� EHHQ� NHSW� DV� WKH\�
DSSHDU�LQ�WKH�RULJLQDO�RXW�RI�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�IRU�
KLVWRULFDO�FRQWH[W�´�7KXV��VLPSO\�E\�LQFOXGLQJ�
EDFN�PDWWHU�GLVFODLPHUV�RI�KLVWRULFDO�ZKDWQRW��
ERRNV� WKDW�FRXOG�QRW�KDYH�EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG� LQ�

+LUDWD�+LURVKL��FLUFD������
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WKH�µ��V�DQG�µ��V�GXH�WR�WKH�VHYHULW\�RI�DQWL�
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� DFWLYLVP� FDQ� QRZ� EH� SULQWHG�
ZLWKRXW�DQ\�SUREOHPV�

%XW� LV� WKLV� UHDOO\� FDXVH� IRU� MR\"� 2I�
FRXUVH�� RQH� LV� WKDQNIXO� IRU� LQFUHDVHG�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�UHDG�WKH�RULJLQDO�WH[WV�GXH�WR�
WKHVH� SHUIXQFWRU\� PHDVXUHV�� +RZHYHU�� WKH\�
DOVR� VHUYH� WR� VKLHOG� WKH� ¿HOGV� RI� MRXUQDOLVP�
DQG� SXEOLVKLQJ� IURP� IXQGDPHQWDO� GHEDWH�
DERXW� WKH� XQGHUO\LQJ� LVVXHV�� &DQ� WKH� ¿HUFH�
HIIRUWV� RI� DFWLYLVWV� WR� ³EULQJ� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�
RXW� LQWR� WKH�RSHQ´� UHDOO\�EH�ZULWWHQ�RII�ZLWK�
VXFK� LQVXEVWDQWLDO� GLVFODLPHUV"� %HORZ�� ,� VHW�
RXW�WR�TXHVWLRQ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�
WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�ZKR�KDYH�DFWLYHO\�VXSSRUWHG�
DQWL�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�PRYHPHQWV�WKHVH�SDVW����
���\HDUV��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�SXEOLVKHUV�ZKR�KDYH�
VXUUHQGHUHG�WR�DSSHDVH�WKHP�

6HLULQNǀJHLVKD� ¿UVW� DSSURDFKHG� PH� DERXW�
WKH� UHLVVXH� RI� Bloody Stumps Samurai in 
WKH� VSULQJ�RI�������7KRXJK� WKH\�RQO\� VSRNH�
YDJXHO\� DERXW� WKH� SRVVLELOLW\� RI� GRLQJ� LW�� ,�
LPPHGLDWHO\�UHFRJQL]HG�LW�DV�D�SURMHFW�RI�JUHDW�
LPSRUWDQFH� IRU� QRW� RQO\� WKH� VWXG\� RI�PDQJD�
KLVWRU\��EXW�DOVR�WKDW�RI�SXEOLVKLQJ�LQ�JHQHUDO�

,W� ZDV� WKXV�� ZLWK� WZR� FDYHDWV�� WKDW� ,�
DJUHHG�WR�EH�LQYROYHG��2QH��PLQLPDO�UHGDFWLRQ�
DQG� H[SODQDWRU\� QRWHV�� 7ZR�� DV� GHHS� DQ�
LQYHVWLJDWLRQ� DV� FXUUHQWO\� SRVVLEOH� LQWR� WKH�
FLUFXPVWDQFHV� VXUURXQGLQJ� WKH� ERRN¶V� UHFDOO�
DQG� FDQFHOODWLRQ��:KLOH� WKH� VSHFL¿FV� RI� WKH�
IRUPHU�ZLOO�EH�H[SODLQHG�ODWHU�RQ��WKH�ODWWHU�LV�
VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� ,� KDG� WKRXJKW�ZDV� QHFHVVDU\�
IRU� PDQ\� \HDUV�� GXH� WR� WKH� IDFW�� PHQWLRQHG�
HDUOLHU�� WKDW� WKH� ERRN¶V� KLVWRU\� ZDV� EXULHG�
EHQHDWK�JXHVVZRUN�DQG�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ�

7KH�ROGHVW�H[DPSOH�RI�WKLV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ�
,VKLNR�-XQ]ǀ¶V�Postwar Manga History Notes 
(Sengo manga-shi nooto����������3OHDVH�QRWH�
WKDW�WKLV�,VKLNR�LV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�,VKLNR�-XQ�
ZKR�DSSHDUV�EHORZ���,Q�WKH�FKURQRORJ\�DW�WKH�
EDFN� RI� KLV� ERRN�� KH� SURYLGHV� WKH� IROORZLQJ�
HUURQHRXV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
0DUFK� ������ +LUDWD� +LURVKL¶V� All Falls 
(7VXQGH� ZD� NX]XVKL�� +LQRPDUX� %XQNR��
FDXVHV� SUREOHPV� GXH� WR� LWV� GHSLFWLRQ� RI�
EXUDNXPLQ�

$XJXVW� ������ +LUDWD� +LURVKL¶V� Bloody 
Stumps Samurai� �+LQRPDUX� %XQNR�� LV�
RSSRVHG� E\� WKH� 'HPRFUDWLF� 6FLHQWLVWV�
$VVRFLDWLRQ� �0LQVKǌVKXJL� NDJDNXVKD�
N\ǀNDL��DQG�WKH�%//�

8SRQ� UHDGLQJ� WKLV�� D� UHDGHU� LV� ERXQG� WR�
FRQFOXGH� WKDW� +LUDWD� UHSHDWHGO\� SURGXFHG�
SUREOHPDWLF� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV� RI� WKH� EXUDNX�
FRPPXQLW\��%XW� WKDW� LV� GRXEO\�ZURQJ�� )LUVW��
LI� +LUDWD� GUHZ� LQ� D� ZD\� WKDW� OHQGV� LWVHOI� WR�
EHLQJ�PLVUHDG�� KH� GLG� VR� RQO\� LQ� WKH� FRXUVH�
RI� DQJULO\� FULWLFL]LQJ� EXUDNX� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��
6HFRQG��All Falls� QHLWKHU� GHSLFWV� EXUDNXPLQ�
QRU� ZDV� HPEURLOHG� LQ� DQ\� WURXEOHV� IRU� WKDW�
UHDVRQ�� ,VKLNR� LV� FRQIXVLQJ� WKH� IDFW� WKDW�All 
Falls� ZDV� FULWLFL]HG� E\� HGXFDWRUV� DQG� RWKHU�
SDUWLHV� IRU� LWV� YLROHQFH�� ,VKLNR¶V� Postwar 
Manga History Notes� LV� D� SLRQHHULQJ� ZRUN�
LQ�PDQJD�VWXGLHV��ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKH�DJH�ZKHQ�WKH�
¿HOG�ZDV�FRPSOHWHO\�XQGHYHORSHG��EXW�WKDW�LV�
DOVR�ZK\�LW�FRQWDLQV�VXFK�PLVWDNHV�

6DNXUDL�6KǀLFKL¶V�I Was the Mastermind 
Behind Gekiga (Boku wa gekiga no shikakejin 
data��������DOVR�FRPPHQWV�RQ�Bloody Stumps 
Samurai�� 7KRXJK� PDQ\� ZULWHUV�� LQFOXGLQJ�
P\VHOI�� KDYH� UHOLHG� RQ� 6DNXUDL¶V� ERRN��
RQH� QHHGV� WR� YHULI\� WKH� WKLQJV� KH� VD\V�� +H�
ZULWHV�� ³'XH� WR� WKH� LQVLVWHQW� SURWHVWV� IURP�
WKH� %//�� HYHQ� WKH� H[FHSWLRQDOO\� H[XEHUDQW�
SUHVLGHQW� >RI� +LQRPDUX� %XQNR@� VXFFXPEHG�
WR� QHXURVLV�� 6ZDOORZLQJ� KLV� WHDUV�� KH� ¿UHG�
WKH� HGLWRU� LQ� FKDUJH�� UHFDOOHG� WKH� ERRN� IURP�
NDVKLKRQ� RXWOHWV� DFURVV� WKH� FRXQWU\�� DQG�
EXUQHG�FRSLHV�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�PHPEHUV�RI�
WKH� %//�´� 6LQFH� 6DNXUDL�ZDV� VRPHRQH�ZKR�
GUHZ�PDQJD�IRU�+LQRPDUX¶V�DQWKRORJLHV��RQH�
ZRXOG�DVVXPH�KLV�ZRUGV�DUH�EDVHG�RQ�WKLQJV�
KH�VDZ�DQG�KHDUG�¿UVWKDQG��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��
FRQVLGHULQJ�WKDW�I Was the Mastermind Behind 
Gekiga� LV�DOVR�D�KXPRURXVO\�ZULWWHQ�DFFRXQW�
RI� WKH� DXWKRU¶V� \RXWK�� RQH� VXVSHFWV� D� GHJUHH�
RI�H[DJJHUDWLRQ�

7KHUH� LV� SUHFLRXV� OLWWOH� LQ� WKH� ZD\� RI�
SXEOLF�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�WR�FRQ¿UP�ZKDW�6DNXUDL�
FODLPV��7KLQNLQJ�WKDW�WKH�2VDND�FKDSWHU�RI�WKH�
%//�PLJKW� KDYH� VRPH� UHFRUG� RI� WKH� HYHQWV��
VLQFH�LW�ZDV�GLUHFWO\�LQYROYHG��6HLULQNǀJHLVKD¶V�
$VDNDZD�0LWVXKLUR�VHQW�D�OHWWHU�RI�LQTXLU\�WR�
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WKH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� EXW� UHFHLYHG� QR� UHVSRQVH��
,W� KDV� EHHQ� PRUH� WKDQ� IRUW\� \HDUV�� WKH\�
SUREDEO\�GRQ¶W�KDYH�DQ\�PDWHULDOV� UHODWHG� WR�
WKH�LQFLGHQW�DQ\PRUH��,I� WKDW¶V� WKH�FDVH�� WKHQ�
WKH� RQO\� SXEOLFO\� DYDLODEOH� GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�
WKDW�RQH�FDQ�HDVLO\� UHIHUHQFH� LV� D�QHZVSDSHU�
DUWLFOH� LQ� Mainichi Shinbun� �2VDND� HGLWLRQ��
$XJXVW� ��� ������ WLWOHG� ³µ$� 'LVFULPLQDWRU\�
DQG� 3UHMXGLFHG� 0DQJD¶�� 3URWHVW� $JDLQVW� D�
6XSSOHPHQWDO�,VVXH�RI�WKH�0DJD]LQH�0D]ǀ�´

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKLV� DUWLFOH�� WKH� 2VDND�
FKDSWHU� RI� WKH� %//� ³ODXQFKHG� LQWR� SURWHVW�
XSRQ� OHDUQLQJ� WKDW� D� FRPLF� ERRN� ¿OOHG�ZLWK�
µGLVFULPLQDWRU\¶� DQG� µSUHMXGLFLDO¶� VHQWLPHQWV�
WRZDUGV� WKH� EXUDNX� SUREOHP�ZDV� FLUFXODWLQJ�
WKURXJKRXW� -DSDQ�´� ,W� WKHQ� VXPPDUL]HV� WKH�
PDQJD¶V�VWRU\�DV�IROORZV��³7KH�OHDG�FKDUDFWHU�
RI�WKH�VWRU\��,QRNR�*HQQRVXNH��DQ�(GR�SHULRG�
VZRUGVPDQ��LV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�UHVHQWPHQW�IURP�WKH�
µGLVFULPLQDWLRQ¶�KH�ZDV�VXEMHFWHG�WR�ZKHQ�KH�
ZDV�\RXQJ��+H�PDVWHUV�WKH�ZD\�RI�WKH�VZRUG�
ZLWK� WKH� JRDO� RI� VDYLQJ� KLV� FRPPXQLW\�� EXW�
WKHQ� EHJLQV� NLOOLQJ� WKRVH� KH� KDWHV� RQH� DIWHU�
DQRWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�PRVW�EUXWDO�RI�PHDQV�´

7KH�DUWLFOH� IXUWKHU�VWDWHV� WKDW� WKH�2VDND�
%//� IRXQG� LVVXH� ZLWK� WKH� IROORZLQJ� WKUHH�
WKLQJV��
���7KH�PDQJD¶V� H[SODQDWLRQ�RI� WKH�EXUDNX�
FRPPXQLW\� DV� KDYLQJ� RULJLQDWHG� ZLWK�
³H[�FRQYLFWV� DQG� IXUǀMLQ� >VRPHRQH� ZKR� 
DEVFRQGV� IURP� WKHLU� OHJDOO\� GH¿QHG� 
UHVLGHQFH�RU�RFFXSDWLRQ@��WKRVH�HQJDJHG�LQ�
SROOXWHG� RFFXSDWLRQV�� RU� WKH� GHVFHQGDQWV�
WKHUHRI´� UHÀHFWV� SUHMXGLFLDO� YLHZV� WKDW� 
FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�VFLHQWL¿F�KLVWRULFDO�HYLGHQFH�
���7KH�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�EXUDNXPLQ�DV�D�YLROHQW�
SHRSOH� ZKRVH� RQO\� UHFRXUVH� LV� UHYHQJH�
LV� D� GLVWRUWLRQ� RI� WKH� EXUDNX� OLEHUDWLRQ�
PRYHPHQW�
��� %\� VKRZLQJ� HYHU\RQH� KDSS\� DIWHU� WKH�
SURWDJRQLVW� GLHV�� WKH� PDQJD� OHDGV� UHDGHUV�
WR�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�LW�LV�EHVW�LI�EXUDNXPLQ�DUH�
VLPSO\�NLOOHG�RII�

&RQFHUQHG� WKDW� ³WKH� LQÀXHQFH� XSRQ� \RXQJ�
UHDGHUV� IRU� ZKRP� WKH� PDQJD� ZDV� GUDZQ�
ZRXOG� EH� VLJQL¿FDQW�� GXH� WR� WKHLU� ODFN� RI�
SURSHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�EXUDNX�SUREOHP�´�
WKH� 2VDND� FKDSWHU� VWURQJO\� SURWHVWHG� WR�

³$�'LVFULPLQDWRU\�DQG�3UHMXGLFHG�0DQJD´
Mainichi Shinbun

�2VDND�HGLWLRQ��$XJXVW���������
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WKH� SXEOLVKHU�� OHDGLQJ� +LQRPDUX� %XQNR�
³3UHVLGHQW� <DPDGD� >+LGH]ǀ@� WR� DSRORJL]H�
WR� WKH�%//�� UHFDOO� WKH�ERRN� LQ�TXHVWLRQ��DQG�
KDQG�RYHU�WR�WKH�%//�����FRSLHV�DV�DQ�LQLWLDO�
VHWWOHPHQW�´

5HJDUGLQJ� WKH� %//¶V� WKUHH� SRLQWV� RI�
FRQWHQWLRQ�� ,� ZLOO� KDYH� PRUH� WR� VD\� ODWHU�
ZKLOH�UHIHUHQFLQJ�WKH�PDQJD�LWVHOI��)LUVW��LW�LV�
QHFHVVDU\�WR�ORRN�PRUH�FORVHO\�DW�WKH�IDFWV�RI�
WKH�DFWXDO�SURWHVW�DQG�UHFDOO�

:KDW�DERXW�WKH�SHRSOH�LQ�DQG�DURXQG�NDVKLKRQ�
SXEOLVKLQJ� DQG� +LQRPDUX� %XQNR"� :KDW� GR�
WKH\� KDYH� WR� VD\� DERXW� WKH� HYHQWV"� ,� DVNHG�
$VDNDZD�WR�ORRN�LQWR�WKH�PDWWHU�

)LUVW�RI�DOO�� D� VWURQJ�SURWHVW�ZDV� LQGHHG�
ORGJHG� E\� WKH� %//�� %RWK� +LQRPDUX� %XQNR�
DQG� +LUDWD� +LURVKL� ZURWH� DSRORJLHV� LQ�
UHVSRQVH�� 7KRXJK� WKH� WH[WV� ZHUH� SUHYLRXVO\�
NQRZQ� WR� KDYH� EHHQ� SULQWHG� LQ� WKH� EDFN� RI�
Hirata’s The Assassin and the Boy (Shikaku to 
VKǀQHQ��2FWREHU� ������� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�1DUXVH�
6KǀVXNH�� D� UHVHDUFKHU� RI� NDVKLKRQ� PDQJD��
WKH\�KDG�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�0D]ǀ�YRO��
���WKDW�$XJXVW��$SSDUHQWO\�WKH\�DSRORJL]HG�LQ�
PXOWLSOH�SXEOLFDWLRQV�

$IWHU� H[SUHVVLQJ� GHHS� UHJUHWV� DERXW� WKH�
WKUHH� SRLQWV� UDLVHG� E\� WKH�%//�� WKH� DSRORJ\�
FRQFOXGHV� E\� H[SODLQLQJ� WKDW�� ³DV� ZH� >DW�
+LQRPDUX@� DUH� HQGHDYRULQJ� WR� DFKLHYH� D�
IXOO� UHFDOO� RI� Bloody Stumps Samurai�� ZH�
NLQGO\� UHTXHVW� WKDW�\RX� VHQG�DQ\�FRSLHV� WKDW�
\RX� PLJKW� KDYH� RQ� KDQG� WR� RXU� FRPSDQ\�
RI¿FHV�´� $� VHFRQG� DSRORJ\� E\� +LUDWD�
H[SODLQV� WKDW� ³,� KDYH� UHFHQWO\� SURGXFHG�
D� ZRUN� WKDW� LV� JXLOW\� RI� JUDYH� HUURUV� WKDW�
EHWUD\� P\� RZQ� EHVW� LQWHQWLRQV���� GXH� WR� P\�
ODFN�RI� VWXG\�´� >)RU� WKH� IXOO� WH[WV�� VHH� SDJHV�
������@� 7KLV� UHDGV� OLNH� D� VWDQGDUG� DSRORJ\�� 
KRZHYHU�� ,W� LV� XQGHQLDEO\� SUR� IRUPD� LQ�
QDWXUH�� ,I� +LUDWD� HYHQ� ZURWH� LW� KLPVHOI�� KH�
SUREDEO\� GLG� VR� XQGHU� WKH� H[SUHVV� GLUHFWLRQ�
RI� KLV� SXEOLVKHU��(GLWRU�1DNDPXUD�.DWVXLFKL�
WRRN� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� IRU� WKH� LQFLGHQW� DQG� ZDV�
IRUFHG�WR�TXLW�+LQRPDUX��EXW�ZH�ZHUH�XQDEOH�
WR� LQWHUYLHZ� KLP� DV� KLV� ZKHUHDERXWV� DUH�
XQNQRZQ�

1H[W��WKH�ERRN¶V�UHFDOO�DQG�EXUQLQJ��ORW�RI�

YDJXHQHVV�KHUH��,W�ZRXOG�VHHP�WKDW�+LQRPDUX�
%XQNR�GLG�LQGHHG�³KDQG�RYHU�WR�WKH�%//�����
FRSLHV�´�DV�FODLPHG�E\�Mainichi Shinbun��%XW�
ZKHWKHU� WKHVH� LQ� IDFW� UHSUHVHQWHG� ³DQ� LQLWLDO�
VHWWOHPHQW´�LV�QRW�FOHDU��,�SHUVRQDOO\�GRXEW�WKDW�
WKH�SXEOLVKHU�ZRXOG�KDYH�FRQWLQXHG�KDQGLQJ�
RYHU�WKH�PDQJD�LQ�KXQGUHG�XQLW�LQVWDOOPHQWV��
*LYHQ�KRZ�SXEOLVKLQJ�DQG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�ZRUNHG�
LQ�WKH�NDVKLKRQ�PDUNHW��D�SURSHU�UHFDOO�LV�KDUG�
WR�LPDJLQH��8SRQ�UHFHLYLQJ�ERRNV��D�NDVKLKRQ�
RXWOHW�W\SLFDOO\�IRUWL¿HG�WKHP�ZLWK�FOHDU�YLQ\O�
FRYHUV�DQG�NLWH� VWULQJ�SXQFKHG� WKURXJK� WKHLU�
ELQGLQJV��,W�LV�XQOLNHO\�DQ\�VWRUH�RZQHUV�ZRXOG�
KDYH� UHWXUQHG� D� ERRN� RQ� WKHLU� RZQ� DFFRUG�
DIWHU�JRLQJ� WKURXJK�ZLWK� WKLV�SURFHVV� MXVW�RQ�
WKH� EDVLV� RI� D� IRUPDO� QRWLFH�� 1DLNL� 7RVKLR��
WKH� IRUPHU� NDVKLKRQ� RXWOHW� SURSULHWRU�ZKRVH�
FROOHFWLRQ�EHFDPH�WKH�*HQGDL�0DQJD�/LEUDU\��
GRHV� UHPHPEHU� UHFHLYLQJ� VXFK�D�QRWLFH��7KH�
TXHVWLRQ�LV�WR�ZKDW�H[WHQW�FRSLHV�RI�WKH�ERRN�
ZHUH�DFWXDOO\�UHWXUQHG�

%RWK�<DPDPDWVX�<ǌNLFKL�DQG�<DPDJDPL�
7DWVXKLNR�� WZR� FDUWRRQLVWV� ZKR� MRLQHG�
+LQRPDUX�%XQNR�DV�HGLWRUV�LQ������DQG������
UHVSHFWLYHO\�� UHFDOO� ODUJH� QXPEHUV� RI�Bloody 
Stumps Samurai� VWDFNHG� LQ� WKH� SXEOLVKHU¶V�
ZDUHKRXVH�� <DPDPDWVX� HYHQ� UHPHPEHUV�
<DPDGD� +LGH]ǀ�� WKH� FRPSDQ\¶V� RZQHU��
DQJULO\� VD\LQJ� WR� KLP�� ³:H¶OO� EH� LQ� WURXEOH�
LI� DQ\RQH�¿QGV� RXW� DERXW� WKLV�� VR� NHHS� \RXU�
PRXWK�VKXW�´�)XUWKHUPRUH��DPRQJ�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�
copies of Bloody Stumps Samurai�� WKHUH� DUH�
VRPH�ZLWK� FRORU�PDJLF�PDUNHU�PDUNLQJV� RQ�
WKH�WH[W�EORFN��ZKLFK�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�
]RNNLERQ� �FOHDUDQFH� FRSLHV��� 6XFK� ]RNNLERQ 
ZHUH� W\SLFDOO\� UHWXUQV� DQG� UHPDLQGHUV� WKDW�
ZHUH� VROG� DW� D� ORZ� SULFH� WR� XVHG� ERRNVWRUHV�
DQG�VWUHHW�VWDOOV��,I�FRSLHV�RI�WKH�PDQJD�ZHUH�
UHVROG�DV�]RNNLERQ��LW�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�UHFDOO�DQG�
GHVWUXFWLRQ� RI� Bloody Stumps Samurai was 
DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�WKRURXJK�

*LYHQ� WKH� DERYH�� LW� LV� OLNHO\� WKDW� WKH�
UHFDOO�ZDV� FDUULHG� RXW� RQO\� DV� IDU� DV� QHHGHG�
WR�VDWLVI\�WKH�%//��,I�VR��WKHQ�6DNXUDL¶V�FODLP�
WKDW�+LQRPDUX�³EXUQHG�FRSLHV�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�
RI�PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� %//´� ULQJV�PRUH� WKDQ� D�
OLWWOH�RYHU�WKH�WRS��:KHQ�WROG�E\�+LQRPDUX¶V�
SUHVLGHQW� WKDW�KH�KDG�³EXUQHG�WKH�KHOO�RXW�RI�
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WKRVH� ERRNV´� �seidai ni moyashita��� 7DWVXPL�
<RVKLKLUR�� D� FDUWRRQLVW� ZLWK� D� ORQJVWDQGLQJ�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�SXEOLVKHU��UHFDOOV�IHHOLQJ�
VXVSLFLRXV� DERXW� ERWK� WKH� WRQH� DQG� ZRUG�
FKRLFH�� /LNH� WKH� OHWWHU� RI� DSRORJ\�� WKH� ERRN�
EXUQLQJ�ZDV�SUREDEO\�ODUJHO\�D�SHUIRUPDQFH�

6XI¿FH� WR� VD\� WKDW� +LQRPDUX� %XQNR��
ZKLFK� SUREDEO\� KDG� OLWWOH� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
RI� EXUDNX� LVVXHV� DQG� ZDV� EOLQGVLGHG� E\�
WKH� %//¶V� LQGLFWPHQW�� ZDQWHG� WKH� PDWWHU�
RYHU� DQG� GRQH� ZLWK� DV� TXLFNO\� DV� SRVVLEOH��
7KH\�ZRXOG� KDYH� KDG� QR� LQWHUHVW� LQ� DUJXLQJ�
ZLWK� WKH� %//� RYHU� WKH� VSHFL¿FV� RI� WKHLU� 
FRPSODLQW��ZKHWKHU�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKH�DUWLVW¶V�
LQWHQWLRQ�RU�WKH�PDQJD¶V�DFWXDO�FRQWHQW��6XFK�
D� UHVSRQVH� LV� KDUGO\� XQLTXH� WR� HDUO\� µ��V�
NDVKLKRQ� SXEOLVKLQJ�� ,W� LV� QR� GLIIHUHQW� IURP�
KRZ� WKH� SXEOLVKLQJ� LQGXVWU\� DQG� MRXUQDOLVP�
KDV�FRZDUGO\�RSHUDWHG�WKHVH�SDVW�IRUW\�\HDUV��
DV� UHSUHVHQWHG�E\� WKH� HVWDEOLVKHG�SUDFWLFH�RI�
DYRLGLQJ� GRLQJ� DQ\WKLQJ� RI� VXEVWDQFH� ZKLOH�
KLGLQJ�EHKLQG�WKH�DIRUH�GLVFXVVHG�GLVFODLPHU��
³RXW�RI�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�IRU�KLVWRULFDO�FRQWH[W�´

1RZ� OHW¶V� GLYH� LQ� WR� WKH� PDQJD� LWVHOI��
LQ� RUGHU� WR� WKLQN� DERXW� LWV� LQWHQWLRQV� DQG�
SUREOHPV�±� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW�KDVQ¶W�EHHQ�GRQH�
in the forty-two years since Bloody Stumps 
Samurai�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�

Bloody Stumps Samurai is a work that takes 
DV� LWV� WKHPH� DQJHU� DW� EXUDNX� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��
(YHQ�LI�SDUWV�RI�WKH�PDQJD�UHÀHFW�LQDGHTXDWH�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� EXUDNX� LVVXHV� RQ� WKH� SDUW�
RI� WKH� DUWLVW�� WKDW� WKH� ZRUN� LV� VXEMHFWLYHO\�
DQG� REMHFWLYHO\� DERXW� DQJHU� DJDLQVW� 
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� LV� UHDGLO\� FOHDU� HYHQ� RQ� ¿UVW�
SDVV��:KHQ�Mainichi Shinbun� GHVFULEHG� WKH�
OHDG�FKDUDFWHU�DV�EHLQJ�³¿OOHG�ZLWK�UHVHQWPHQW�
IURP�WKH�µGLVFULPLQDWLRQ¶�KH�ZDV�VXEMHFWHG�WR�
ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�\RXQJ�´�ZKR�WKHQ�³PDVWHUHG�WKH�
ZD\�RI�WKH�VZRUG�ZLWK�WKH�JRDO�RI�VDYLQJ�KLV�
FRPPXQLW\�´� LW� ZDV� LQWURGXFLQJ� WKH� PDQJD�
DFFXUDWHO\�

7KDW� QRWZLWKVWDQGLQJ�� DOORZ� PH� WR�
UHLWHUDWH� ZKDW� WKH� %//� WRRN� LVVXH� ZLWK��
��� 7KDW� WKH� PDQJD� SURYLGHV� DQ� LQFRUUHFW�
H[SODQDWLRQ� RI� WKH� RULJLQV� RI� WKH� EXUDNX�
FRPPXQLW\�� ��� 7KDW� LW� GLVWRUWV� WKH� LPDJH� RI�

EXUDNX�OLEHUDWLRQ�E\�UHQGHULQJ�EXUDNXPLQ�DV�
D� FUXHO� SHRSOH�� ���%\� NLOOLQJ� WKH� SURWDJRQLVW�
DQG�WKHQ�VKRZLQJ�HYHU\RQH�KDSS\��WKH�PDQJD�
OHDGV�RQH�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�LW�LV�EHVW�LI�EXUDNXPLQ�
DUH� VLPSO\� NLOOHG� RII�� ,W� ZDV� RQ� WKHVH� WKUHH�
SRLQWV� WKDW� WKH� %//� FRQGHPQHG� ERWK� WKH� 
SXEOLVKHU� DQG� WKH� DUWLVW�� :KLOH� ,� ZLOO� KDYH�
PRUH� WR� VD\� DERXW� LVVXH� QR�� �� EHORZ�� QRV�� ��
DQG� �� DUH� SDWHQW� PLVUHDGLQJV� RI� WKH� PDQJD��
HYHQ� LI� LW�ZRXOG�EH�JRLQJ� WRR� IDU� WR�VD\� WKDW�
WKH\�DUH�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�VR�

���7R�VD\�WKDW�GHSLFWLQJ�EXUDNX�UHYHQJH�
DV� RYHUO\� FUXHO� GLVWRUWV� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� WKH�
PRYHPHQW�±�SUDFWLFDOO\�DQ\�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQW�
FRXOG� LQWHUSUHW� WKLQJV� WKLV� ZD\�� :KHWKHU�
LW� EH� ODERU� PRYHPHQWV� RU� HQYLURQPHQWDO�
SURWHFWLRQLVWV� RU� ZKRHYHU�� LI� WKH\� ZHUH�
GHSLFWHG� WKLV� ZD\� LQ� D� ZRUN� RI� OLWHUDWXUH�
RU� PDQJD�� WKH\� ZRXOG� LQHYLWDEO\� EH� XSVHW��
&DVHV� LQ� ZKLFK� H[LVWLQJ� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� DUH�
WKHPVHOYHV� GHSLFWHG� DUH� RQH� WKLQJ�� ,W� LV�
EH\RQG� WKH� SDOH� RI� DFFHSWDEOH� FULWLFLVP��
KRZHYHU�� WR� WDNH� WKH�¿FWLRQDO� WUDJHG\�RI�RQH�
FKDUDFWHU�IURP�WKH�(GR�SHULRG�DQG�XVH�WKDW�WR�
VD\�WKDW�DQ�DFWXDO�PRYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�LV�
EHLQJ�PLVUHSUHVHQWHG��$V�D�SHUVRQDO�RSLQLRQ��
¿QH�� RQH�PLJKW� H[SHFW� WKLV�� %XW� WR� EDQLVK� D�
ZRUN� IURP� VRFLHW\� RQ� WKLV� EDVLV� LV� VLPSO\�
XQDFFHSWDEOH�

��� 7KLV� LV� D� ÀDJUDQW� PLVUHDGLQJ��
3UHVXPDEO\� LW� LV� UHIHUULQJ� WR� WKH� PDQJD¶V�
¿QDO� VFHQH�� ZKLFK� LV� REYLRXVO\� LQWHQGHG� WR�
FUHDWH� D� FRQWUDVW� EHWZHHQ� WKH� SURWDJRQLVW¶V�
VXEOLPH�DQG�WUDJLF�GHDWK��DQG�WKH�XJOLQHVV�RI�
WKH� FUDVV�PHQ�ZKR� ODXJK� DW� KLP�ZLWK� UHOLHI��
7DLUD�%X]DHPRQ��ZULWHU� RI�The Daruma�� WKH�
ROG� FKURQLFOHV� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH� GHSLFWHG� HYHQWV�
DUH�VDLG�WR�EH�UHFRUGHG��VHHPV�WR�EH�D�VWDQG�LQ�
IRU�+LUDWD�KLPVHOI��,W� LV� WKLV�VDPH�%X]DHPRQ�
ZKR��DORQH�DPRQJ�WKH�YXOJDU�GLVFLSOHV�RI�WKH�
,FKLGHQ� 6FKRRO�� GRHV� QRW� ³HUXSW� ZLWK� MR\´�
XSRQ�KHDULQJ�RI�*HQQRVXNH¶V�GHDWK�

��� 7KLV� LV� WKH� RQO\� OHJLWLPDWH� FULWLFLVP�
RI� WKH� WKUHH� PDGH� E\� WKH� %//�� +RZHYHU��
FRQVLGHULQJ�WKDW�WKH�PDQJD�ZDV�GUDZQ�LQ�������
WKH�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�RULJLQV�WKDW�+LUDWD�SURYLGHV�
RQ� SDJH� ��� UHDGV� OLNH� ZHOO�LQWHQWLRQHG�
HGL¿FDWLRQ��+H�HYHQ�VHWV�RXW�WR�FRUUHFW�SRSXODU�
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PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV�RI�WKH�ZRUG�³HWD�´�WKH�NDQML�
RI�ZKLFK�VHHP�VHOI�HYLGHQW�LQ�WKHLU�PHDQLQJ��
EXW�ZKLFK�LQ�IDFW�ZHUH�LQYHQWHG�E\�³D�%XGGKLVW�
PRQN� GXULQJ� WKH� $VKLNDJD� SHULRG� ������
�����´�ZKR�LQWHUSUHWHG�D�PLVSURQXQFLDWLRQ�RI�
WKH� WHUP� ³HWRUL´� �EDLW� SUHSDUHU�� DV� ³PHDQLQJ�
µPXFK� ¿OWK¶�´� 8VLQJ� WKH� NDWDNDQD� V\OODEDU\�
FKDUDFWHUV� ³H�WD´� LQVWHDG� RI� WKH� VXJJHVWLYH�
NDQML� RQO\� EHFDPH� FXVWRPDU\� WKHVH� SDVW� ���
���\HDUV�

2I�FRXUVH�� LQ�DQ�HUD� OLNH� WKH� µ��V�ZKHQ�
EXUDNX� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� ZDV� VWLOO� VWURQJ�
�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�WRGD\���OHDGHUV�RI�DQ�DFWLYLVW�
PRYHPHQW�ZRXOG�QDWXUDOO\�ZDQW�WKH�LQMXVWLFHV�
RI� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� WR� EH� DW� WKH� IRUHIURQW� RI�
DQ\� H[SODQDWLRQ�� 7KDW� VDLG�� UHFHQWO\� WKHUH�
KDV�EHHQ�VRPH�FRQFHUQ�WKDW�GHEDWHV�RYHU�WKH�
RULJLQV�RI�WKH�EXUDNX�FRPPXQLW\�WKUHDWHQV�WR�
KDPVWULQJ� WKH�PRYHPHQW�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� WDNH�
WKH�WH[W�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�SDQHO�RI�SDJH�����³7KH�
HWD�ZHUH� WKH�PLVHUDEOH� E\SURGXFW� RI� D� FDVWH�
V\VWHP��LQVWLWXWHG�E\�WKH�VDPXUDL��WKDW�GLYLGHG�
VRFLHW\� LQWR� VXFK� FDWHJRULHV� DV� ZDUULRUV��
SHDVDQWV��DUWLVDQV��DQG�PHUFKDQWV�´�2QH�PLJKW�
FRPSODLQ� WKDW� ³PLVHUDEOH´� KDUGO\� VXI¿FHV�
WR� GHVFULEH� WKLV� V\VWHP�� VLQFH� LW� UHVWV� RQ�
UHODWLRQVKLSV� EHWZHHQ� YLFWLP� DQG� YLFWLPL]HU�
WKDW�GHPDQG�H[SOLFDWLRQ��1RQHWKHOHVV��+LUDWD�
FOHDUO\�LQWHQGHG�WR�HQOLJKWHQ�KLV�UHDGHUV�ZLWK�
KLV�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�EXUDNX�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�DV�D�
SURGXFW�RI�WKH�(GR�HUD�IHXGDO�V\VWHP�

7KLV�YLHZ��NQRZQ�DV� WKH�³HDUO\�PRGHUQ�
SROLWLFDO� RULJLQV� WKHRU\´� �kinsei seiji kigen-
ron���KDV�PDQ\�FULWLFV�WRGD\��7KDW�WKH�RULJLQV�
RI� WKH� EXUDNX� FRPPXQLW\� GDWH� EDFN� WR� HYHQ�
EHIRUH� WKH�PHGLHYDO� SHULRG�� RU� WKDW� WKH\� DUH�
URRWHG�LQVWHDG�LQ�UHOLJLRQ�DQG�VRFLDO�FXVWRPV��
DUH� DPRQJ� WKH� WKHVHV� SXW� IRUWK� E\� UHFHQW�
KLVWRULRJUDSK\�� ,URQLFDOO\�� VFKRODUO\� SURJUHVV�
RQ� WKLV� IURQW� LV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\� WR� WKH�EHQH¿W�
RI� WKH� HIIHFWLYHQHVV� RI� WKH� EXUDNX� OLEHUDWLRQ�
PRYHPHQW��,W�LV�PXFK�HDVLHU�IRU�WKH�PRYHPHQW�
WR�JDOYDQL]H�WKHLU�IROORZHUV�DQG�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�
HYLOV� RI� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� E\� FODLPLQJ� WKDW� WKH�
EXUDNX�FRPPXQLW\�ZDV�SROLWLFDOO\�FUHDWHG�E\�
WKH�UXOLQJ�VDPXUDL�FODVV�GXULQJ�WKH�(GR�SHULRG�
LQ�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�MXVWLI\�WKH�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�
UXOH�

(YHQ� ZLWKLQ� EXUDNX� OLEHUDWLRQ�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV��SHRSOH�KDYH�FDOOHG�IRU�D�VLQFHUH�
UHFNRQLQJ� ZLWK� WKLV� FRQWUDGLFWLRQ�� :KLOH�
VFKRODUVKLS� LQWR� WKH� FRPPXQLW\¶V� RULJLQV�
PXVW�GHHSHQ��WKH\�VD\��FRPEDWLQJ�DQWL�EXUDNX�
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� FDQ� DQG� VKRXOG� SURJUHVV�
LQGHSHQGHQWO\�RQ�LWV�RZQ�WHUPV��$IWHU�DOO��WKH�
IRXQGLQJ�SULQFLSOHV�RI�PRGHUQ�VRFLHW\��QRW�WKH�
KLVWRULFDO� RULJLQV� RI� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�� DUH� WKH�
FRUH� RI� DQWL�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� VWUXJJOHV�� :KHQ�
\RX�ERUURZ�PRQH\�IURP�VRPHRQH��WKH�UHDVRQ�
\RX�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�SD\�LW�EDFN�GHULYHV�IURP�
WKH�VWLSXODWLRQV�RI� ORDQ�DJUHHPHQWV��UHODWLRQV�
RI�KXPDQ�WUXVW�EHWZHHQ�OHQGHU�DQG�ERUURZHU��
DQG� D� VHQVH� RI� VRFLDO� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�� ,W� KDV�
QRWKLQJ� WR� GR� ZLWK� HFRQRPLF� GHEDWHV� DERXW�
WKH�RULJLQV�RI�PRQH\�

2I� FRXUVH�� +LUDWD¶V� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI�
EXUDNX� LVVXHV� ZDV� E\� QR� PHDQV� HQWLUHO\�
ULJKW�� 6WUDQJHO\�� Mainichi Shinbun� IDLOV� WR�
FRPPHQW�RQ�ZKDW�,�WDNH�WR�EH�D�UDWKHU�VHULRXV�
SUHMXGLFH� LQ� WKH� PDQJD�� 2Q� SDJH� ���� LQFHVW�
LV�GHVFULEHG�DV�RQH�RI�WKH�WUDJHGLHV�EHIDOOLQJ�
EXUDNX� FRPPXQLWLHV�� %HFDXVH� WKRVH� ZLWKLQ�
WKH� FRPPXQLW\� ZHUH� QRW� DOORZHG� WR� PDUU\�
SHRSOH�RXWVLGH�RI�LW��WKH\�ZHUH�IRUFHG�WR�PDUU\�
WKHLU�UHODWLYHV��kinshi kekkon���ZLWK�WKH�UHVXOW�
that “freaks (kikeiji�� DSSHDUHG� DPRQJVW� WKHLU�
RIIVSULQJ�´� DQG� WKXV� WKH� ³HQWLUH� YLOODJH� ZDV�
GHVSLVHG�E\�VRFLHW\�´

+HUH�ZH� VHH� SUHMXGLFH� LQ� LWV� DUFKHW\SDO�
IRUP�� 7KDW� FRQVDQJXLQHRXV� PDUULDJH�
(kinshikon�� LV� UDPSDQW� ZLWKLQ� WKH� EXUDNX�
FRPPXQLW\� DQG� WKXV� GHIRUPLWLHV� DPRQJ�
FKLOGUHQ� DUH� FRPPRQ� ±� LV� VLPSO\� QRW� WKH�
FDVH��7KH�ORJLF�LV�XSVLGH�GRZQ��,W�LV�EHFDXVH�
WKH� EXUDNX� FRPPXQLW\� LV� GLVFULPLQDWHG�
DJDLQVW� WKDW� WKH\� DUH� ORRNHG� XSRQ� WKURXJK�
WKLV� NLQG� RI� DQWL�VFLHQWL¿F� OHQV��7KRXJK� LW� LV�
WUXH� WKDW� WKH� EXUDNX� FRPPXQLW\� FRXOG� QRW�
HDVLO\� HQJDJH� LQ� QRUPDO� PDUULDJH� SUDFWLFHV�
GXH�WR�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��WKDW�RI�FRXUVH�GRHV�QRW�
PHDQ� WKDW� LW� ZDV� HQJDJLQJ� LQ� LQFHVW��:LWKLQ�
FLWLHV�� MXVW� D� VLQJOH� EXUDNX� FRPPXQLW\� FDQ�
KDYH� D� SRSXODWLRQ� LQ� WKH� PDQ\� WKRXVDQGV��
ZKLOH� VPDOOHU� FRPPXQLWLHV� LQ� UXUDO� DUHDV�
FUHDWHG�ERQGV�ZLWK�RWKHU�EXUDNX�FRPPXQLWLHV�
SUHFLVHO\� EHFDXVH� WKH\� ZHUH� GLVFULPLQDWHG�
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DJDLQVW�E\�QHLJKERULQJ�YLOODJHV�
7KH� YHU\� WKRXJKW� WKDW� FRQVDQJXLQHRXV�

PDUULDJH� OHDGV� WR� FRQJHQLWDO� GHIRUPLWLHV�
LV� D� PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ� EDVHG� RQ� D� NLQG� RI� 
UHOLJLRXV�IHDU��7KRXJK�WKH�LGHD�PLJKW�EH�DOLHQ�
WR� -DSDQHVH�� LQ� .RUHD� D� .LP� ZRXOG� QHYHU�
PDUU\�DQRWKHU�.LP��7KH�WHUP�IRU�WKLV�LV�GǀVHL�
fukon� �³VDPH� IDPLO\� QDPH�� QR� PDUULDJH´���
7HFKQLFDOO\� VSHDNLQJ�� RQH� FDQ�PDUU\� D�.LP�
IURP�DQRWKHU�RI� WKH�PDQ\�.LP� IDPLO\� OLQHV��
%XW�DV�D�JHQHUDO�UXOH��PDUU\LQJ�VRPHRQH�ZLWK�
WKH� VDPH� ODVW� QDPH�FRXQWV� DV� LQFHVW��2QH�RI�
WKH�UHDVRQV�WKDW�.RUHDQV�GLVFULPLQDWH�DJDLQVW�
-DSDQHVH�LV�WKDW�QRW�RQO\�ZLOO�D�<DPDGD�KDYH�
QR� SUREOHP� ZLWK� PDUU\LQJ� DQRWKHU�<DPDGD��
EXW� WKDW� HYHQ� FRXVLQV� PDUU\� RQH� DQRWKHU� LQ�
-DSDQ�

7KDW� FRQJHQLWDO� GHIRUPLWLHV� FDQ� UHVXOW�
IURP� LQFHVW� KDV� DOPRVW� QR� VFLHQWL¿F� EDVLV��
6SHFL¿F� KHUHGLWDU\� GLVHDVHV� FDQ� PDQLIHVW�
ZKHQ�WKH�WUDLW�LV�FDUULHG�E\�ERWK�WKH�PDQ�DQG�
WKH�ZRPDQ��EXW�WKDW�LV�WKH�RQO\�SRVVLEOH�GDQJHU��
7KHUH� LV� QR� FKDQFH� RI� D� ³IUHDN´� EHLQJ� ERUQ��
(YHQ�DPRQJ�OLYHVWRFN�DQG�SHWV��ZKHUH��XQOLNH�
KXPDQ� VRFLHW\�� LQWHQVLYH� LQWHUEUHHGLQJ� LV�
HQIRUFHG�WR�SURGXFH�SXUH�RU�LPSURYHG�EUHHGV��
FRQJHQLWDO�GHIRUPLWLHV�DUH�VXUSULVLQJO\�UDUH�

7KLUW\�VRPH�\HDUV�DJR��ZKHQ�,�¿UVW�UHDG�
Bloody Stumps Samurai�� WKLV�ZDV�WKH�SDUW�RI�
WKH�PDQJD�WKDW�,�WKRXJKW�ZDV�EDG�QHZV��,�HYHQ�
IHOW�WKDW�ZKHQ�*HQQRVXNH�PDNHV�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�
WR�DOWHU�KLV�ERG\�RQ�SDJH������LW�HYRNHG�VXFK�
³LQFHVW� IUHDNV�´�:KHQ�� LQ�P\�ERRN�A Survey 
of Contemporary Manga (Gendai manga no 
]HQWDL]ǀ�� ������� ,�ZURWH� WKDW� ³WKH� VWRU\�HYHQ�
GHSOR\V�WKH�>SUHSRVWHURXV@�PRWLI�RI�DEQRUPDO�
SK\VLFDO� WUDLWV� SDVVHG� GRZQ� DPRQJ� WKH�
EXUDNXPLQ�´�,�DGPLW�WKDW�P\�FRPSDFWHG�ZRUG�
FKRLFH� LV� DPELJXRXV�� EXW� ,� ZDV� UHIHUULQJ� WR�
WKLV�VDPH�SUREOHP�

,W� LV� DOVR�QHFHVVDU\� WR� WDON�DERXW� WKH�JHQHUDO�
VLWXDWLRQ� LQ� DQG� DURXQG�PDQJD�ZKHQ�Bloody 
Stumps Samurai�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ������

7KLV�ZDV��¿UVW� RI� DOO�� IRXU� RU�¿YH�\HDUV�
EHIRUH� FROOHJH� VWXGHQWV� UHDGLQJ� PDQJD�
EHFDPH�D�KRW�WRSLF�LQ�QHZVSDSHUV��7KHUH�ZHUH�
QR�VLJQV�\HW�WKDW�WKH�JHQHUDO�SXEOLF�ZDV�JRLQJ�

WR� EHVWRZ� FXOWXUDO� UHFRJQLWLRQ� RQ� DQ\� NLQG�
RI�PDQJD�RWKHU� WKDQ�ROG� VFKRRO� DGXOW�KXPRU�
FDUWRRQV�RU�NLGV�FRPLFV��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKH�
JHNLJD�DUWLVWV�ZKR�ZRXOG�ODWHU�ÀRXULVK�ZLWKLQ�
PDLQVWUHDP� PDJD]LQHV� ZHUH� H[SHULPHQWLQJ�
ZLWK�QHZ�VW\OHV�DQG�DFFUXLQJ�VNLOOV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
NDVKLKRQ�PDUNHW��0RVW�RI� WKRVH�DUWLVWV� FDPH�
IURP� ZRUNLQJ� FODVV� EDFNJURXQGV� DQG� ZHUH�
VHQVLWL]HG� WR� VRFLHW\¶V� FRQWUDGLFWLRQV�� 7KDW�
PDQ\�RI�WKHP�UHMHFWHG�D�SUHWWL¿HG�YLHZ�RI�WKH�
ZRUOG�DQG�SUHIHUUHG�URXJK�DQG�ZLOG�GUDZLQJ�
VW\OHV�ZDV�RQO\�QDWXUDO�

0HDQZKLOH�� QRYHOLVW�1DQMǀ�1RULR¶V�The 
Cruel Code of the Samurai (%XVKLGǀ�]DQNRNX�
monogatari�� ������� WKH� VHULHV� Stories of 
Cruelty in Japan (1LKRQ�]DQNRNX�PRQRJDWDUL��
���������� HGLWHG� E\� HWKQRORJLVW� 0L\DPRWR�
7VXQHLFKL�� DQG� *XDOWLHUR� -DFRSHWWL¶V� Mondo 
Cane� ������� DOO� EHFDPH� WRSLFV� RI� GHEDWH�
DV� SDUW� RI� D� ERRP� LQ�GHSLFWLQJ� WKH� ³FUXHOW\´�
(]DQNRNX�� OXUNLQJ� EHORZ� WUDQTXLO� GDLO\� OLIH��
2QH�DVVXPHV�WKDW�+LUDWD�GUHZ�Bloody Stumps 
Samurai�XQGHU�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKLV�FXOWXUH��DV�
KH� GLG� RWKHU�ZRUNV� LQ�ZKLFK�ZLOGO\� ]HDORXV�
PHQ�DUH�YLROHQWO\�VWUXFN�GRZQ�

.DVKLKRQ� JHNLJD� RI� WKLV� VRUW�ZDV� QHYHU�
WKH� VXEMHFW� RI� VHULRXV� UHVHDUFK� RU� UHYLHZ��
)RUJHW�FULWLFLVP�RU�HYHQ�FHQVXUH��JHNLJD�ZDV�
UHJDUGHG�ZLWK� RXWULJKW� FRQWHPSW� DQG� KDWUHG��
7DNH�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� WKH� 6XQGD\� HGLWLRQ� RI�
Akahata (Red Flag���WKH�-DSDQHVH�&RPPXQLVW�
3DUW\¶V�GDLO\�QHZVSDSHU��IURP�0D\�����������
,W� IHDWXUHV� D� VSHFLDO� DUWLFOH�� WDNLQJ� XS� PRUH�
WKDQ�KDOI�RI�WKH�IURQW�SDJH��WLWOHG�³µ&KDUDFWHU�
%XLOGLQJ¶� LQ� &KLOGUHQ¶V� &RPLFV�� $� 5HSRUW�
IURP�<RXU� 1HLJKERUKRRG� .DVKLKRQ� 2XWOHW�´�
,W� OHYHOV� VSHFL¿F� DWWDFNV� DJDLQVW�PDQJD�ZLWK�
³ZDU�� PXUGHU�� DQG� OLIH� VXFFHVV� VWRULHV´� WKDW�
³UXLQ� FKLOGUHQ´� DQG� ³IXQFWLRQ� VLPLODUO\� WR�
GUXJV�´�7KH�ERG\�RI�WKH�DUWLFOH�H[SODLQV��³7KH�
PRVW�SRSXODU�PDQJD�LQ�NDVKLKRQ�RXWOHWV�WRGD\��
6KLUDWR� 6DQSHL¶V� The Legend of Kagemaru 
(1LQMD� EXJHLFKǀ�� ��� YROXPHV��� KDV� VXFK�
H[WUHPH� VFHQHV� WKDW� LW� LV� OLNHO\� WR� JLYH� HYHQ�
DGXOWV� QLJKWPDUHV�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� D� IHPDOH�
QLQMD� LV� SXUVXHG� E\� D� JURXS� RI� RWKHU� QLQMD��
ZKR�FXW�RII�KHU�DUPV�DQG�OHJV��WKHQ�KHU�KHDG��
WKHQ� VSOLW� KHU� EUHDVWV� DQG� XSSHU� DQG� ORZHU�
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WRUVR�LQWR�WKUHH�FKXQNV�RI�PHDW��7KLV�EXWFKHU\�
LV�HODERUDWHO\�GHSLFWHG�RYHU� WKH�FRXUVH�RI����
SDQHOV�´

,W� FRQWLQXHV�� ³+LUDWD� +LURVKL�� ZKR� LV�
DOVR�SRSXODU�LQ�NDVKLKRQ�RXWOHWV�� LV�QRW�WR�EH�
RXWGRQH� LQ� KRUURU� ZLWK� KLV� Bloody Stumps 
Samurai��7KH� OHDG�FKDUDFWHU�� µIURP�D�EXUDNX�
FRPPXQLW\�¶�JHWV�DQJU\�DIWHU�EHLQJ�GLVGDLQHG�
E\�KLV� VZRUG� WHDFKHU�DQG� IHOORZ�GLVFLSOHV�DV�
µHWD�¶�+H�NLOOV�KLV�WHDFKHU��FXWV�RII�WKH�DUPV�RI�
PDQ\�RI�KLV�IHOORZV��DQG�LV�WKHQ�KDQGLFDSSHG�
ZKHQ�KLV�RZQ�DUPV�DQG�OHJV�DUH�FXW�RII��OLNH�
D�GDUXPD�GROO��(YHQ� WKHQ��KH�UHIXVHV� WR�JLYH�
XS� RQ� YHQJHDQFH��+H�¿QGV� D� URFN� RQ�ZKLFK�
WR� VFUDSH� KLV� WRUVR� XQWLO� LW� IRUPV� VQDNH�OLNH�
VFDOHV�� DWWDFKHV�EODGHV� WR�KLV� WZR� VWXPS�OLNH�

DUPV�� DQG�JRHV� DERXW�NLOOLQJ�KLV� HQHPLHV�E\�
GURSSLQJ�RQWR�WKHP�IURP�WUHHV��)LQDOO\��KH�LV�
LPSDOHG�IURP�KLV�PRXWK�WR�KLV�JURLQ�E\�D�ODUJH�
VZRUG��$Q\ZD\��JR�RQ��KDYH�D�ORRN��<RX¶OO�EH�
VXUSULVHG�E\�KRZ�PDQ\�PDQJD�RI�KLV�VRUW�\RX�
¿QG�LQ�NDVKLKRQ�RXWOHWV�´

)URP� LWV� YHU\� ¿UVW� ZRUG�� WKLV� DUWLFOH�
GHPRQVWUDWHV� ]HUR� LQWHUHVW� LQ� ZKDW� FDQ� EH�
FDOOHG� FULWLFLVP� RU� UHYLHZ�� ,W� GRHVQ¶W� HYHQ�
ERWKHU�H[SODLQLQJ�WKDW�WKH�HODERUDWH�GHSLFWLRQ�
RI�EXWFKHU\�LV�KDUGO\�WKH�JRDO�RI�The Legend of 
Kagemaru��$QG�DIWHU�GLVDSSURYLQJ�RI�+LUDWD¶V�
ZRUN� IRU� LWV� KRUURUV�� XQGHU� LW� WR� WKH� ULJKW� LV�
DQRWKHU� DUWLFOH� LQWURGXFLQJ� DQ� H[KLELWLRQ�
RI� 0DUXNL� ,UL¶V� ZRUN�� ZKR� LV� IDPRXV� IRU�
FROODERUDWLQJ� RQ� The Hiroshima Murals�� D�

³µ&KDUDFWHU�%XLOGLQJ¶�LQ�&KLOGUHQ¶V�&RPLFV´
Akahata��0D\����������



3UHPRGHUQ�EXUDNX�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�LQ�
6KLUDWR�6DQSHL��The Legend of Kamuy

Garo�QR�����-DQXDU\������
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VHULHV� RI� SDLQWLQJV� WKDW� URLOHG� WKH� DUW� ZRUOG�
ZLWK�LWV�LPDJHU\�RI�KRUURU�

7KH� DUWLFOH� LV� VLJQHG� E\� RQH� ,VKLVKLWD�
*DNX��³6WXG\LQJ�XQGHU�D�URFN´���,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
WKLV�LV�DFWXDOO\�,VKLNR�-XQ��D�GLIIHUHQW�SHUVRQ�
IURP�WKH�,VKLNR�-XQ]ǀ�PHQWLRQHG�HDUOLHU���7KH� 
DUJXPHQWDWLRQ�UHVHPEOHV� WKDW� LQ� ,VKLNR�-XQ¶V�
What Should be Done About Children’s 
Manga (.RGRPR�QR�PDQJD�R�GǀVXUX���������
ZULWWHQ� GXULQJ� WKH� DXWKRU¶V� PDQJD�EDVKLQJ�
\HDUV�� ULJKW�EHIRUH�KH�VWDUWHG�SUHWHQGLQJ� OLNH�
KH�XQGHUVWRRG�FRPLFV��7KH�XQQXDQFHG��SRRUO\�
ZULWWHQ�SDVVDJH�GHVFULELQJ�WKH�VWRU\�RI�Bloody 
Stumps Samurai� DOVR� UHVHPEOHV� ,VKLNR� -XQ¶V�
ZULWLQJ�VW\OH��$� OHWWHU�ZDV�VHQW� WR� ,VKLNR�-XQ�
�ZLWK�D�SRVWDJH�SDLG�UHWXUQ�SRVWFDUG�HQFORVHG��
WR�FRQ¿UP�ZKHWKHU�KH�XVHG�WR�XVH�WKH�SHQQDPH�
,VKLVKLWD�*DNX��)RU�ZKDWHYHU�UHDVRQ��ZH�KDYH�
\HW�WR�UHFHLYH�D�UHSO\�

7KDW� DVLGH�� RQH� FDQ� JHW� D� JRRG� LGHD� RI�
WKH� UHSXWDWLRQ� RI� NDVKLKRQ� JHNLJD� LQ� WKRVH�
GD\V� IURP� WKLV� Akahata� DUWLFOH�� 1R� ZRQGHU�
no one rose to the defense of Bloody Stumps 
Samurai� ZKHQ� LW� JRW� LQ� WURXEOH�� 1R�ZRQGHU�
HLWKHU� WKDW� QRW� D� VLQJOH� VFKRODU� RU� MRXUQDOLVW�
UHFRPPHQGHG�WKDW�LW�EH�DPHQGHG�DQG�UHLVVXHG��
2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��LW�VHHPV�WKDW�+LUDWD�KLPVHOI�
ZDV�TXLWH�IRQG�RI�WKH�ZRUN��,�DOVR�LPDJLQH�WKDW�
KH�ZDV�ELWWHUO\�GLVDSSRLQWHG�WKDW�KLV�FUHDWLYH�
LQWHQWLRQV�KDG�EHHQ�PLVLQWHUSUHWHG��6L[�\HDUV�
ODWHU�� KH� UHGUHZ�Bloody Stumps Samurai for 
&RPLF� 0DJD]LQH� �+ǀEXQVKD��� ZLWK� WKH� QHZ�
WLWOH� ³+HDU� <H�� 6FRXQGUHOV�´� �³2QRUHUD� QL�
WVXJX�´��������,W�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�SROLVKHG�RI�
+LUDWD¶V�ZRUNV��FHUWDLQO\�IDU�PRUH�VR�WKDQ�WKH�
RULJLQDO�YHUVLRQ�

,Q� ������ WZR� \HDUV� DIWHU� WKH� Bloody 
Stumps Samurai� LQFLGHQW�� 6KLUDWR� 6DQSHL¶V�
The Legend of Kamuy (Kamui den�� �����
����EHJDQ�VHULDOL]DWLRQ�LQ�WKH�PDJD]LQH�Garo 
�6HLULQGǀ��� +HUH�� WRR�� EXUDNX� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�
LV�RQH�WKUHDG�LQ�WKH�ZHIW�RI�WKH�VWRU\��3HUKDSV�
EHFDXVH� RI� ZKDW� KDSSHQHG� ZLWK� Bloody 
Stumps Samurai�� 6KLUDWR� DSSURDFKHG� WKH�
WRSLF� ZLWK� H[WUHPH� FDUH�� ,QVWHDG� RI� WKH� ³HWD�
EXUDNX´� LQ�+LUDWD¶V�ZRUN��KH�GHSLFWV�DQRWKHU�
NLQG�RI�EXUDNX�FRPPXQLW\��D�³KLQLQ�EXUDNX�´�

DQG�FDOOV�DOO�EXUDNXPLQ�³KLQLQ�´�7KRXJK�WKLV�
FUHDWHV�VRPH�DZNZDUGQHVV�IRU�6KLUDWR¶V�VWRU\�
>EHFDXVH� KLQLQ� GLG� QRW� W\SLFDOO\� HQJDJH� LQ�
VRPH� RI� WKH� WUDGHV� GHSLFWHG� LQ� WKH� PDQJD@��
LW� PD\� KDYH� EHHQ� D� ZLVH� FKRLFH�� GHVLJQHG�
WR� DYRLG� H[DFHUEDWLQJ� GLVFULPLQDWRU\�
FRQVFLRXVQHVV�

,QWHUHVWLQJO\�� <DPDJDPL� 7DWVXKLNR��
ZKR� DFFLGHQWDOO\� FDPH� DFURVV� WKH� UHFDOOHG�
ZLWKKHOG�Bloody Stumps Samurai�ZKLOH�RQ�WKH�
HGLWRULDO�VWDII�RI�+LQRPDUX�%XQNR��FUHDWHG�DQ�
KRPDJH�SDURG\�WR� LW� WZHQW\�VRPH�\HDUV� ODWHU�
LQ� ������ 7LWOHG� Vicissitudes of the Demon 
Blade (.LMLQ� U\ǌWHQ�� DQG� VHULDOL]HG� LQ� WKH�
PDJD]LQH� Punchasaurus (3DQFKL]DXUXV�� LQ�
������ LW�ZDV�FROOHFWHG� LQ�ERRN� IRUP� LQ������
DQG�WHVWL¿HV�WR�WKH�LPSDFW�+LUDWD¶V�PDQJD�KDG�
RQ�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�DUWLVW�ZKHQ�KH�UHDG�LW�DW�WKH�
DJH�RI�QLQHWHHQ�
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5HDG�ZLWK�D�MXGLFLRXV�H\H�WRGD\��LW�LV�REYLRXV�
that Bloody Stumps Samurai was not written 
ZLWK� DQ\� LQWHQWLRQ� WR� LQÀDPH� GLVFULPLQDWRU\�
VHQWLPHQWV��(YHQ�LI�VRPH�RI�WKH�SDVVDJHV�DUH�
LPPDWXUH� DQG� LQDSSURSULDWH�� LQ� H[SUHVVLQJ�
DQJHU� DW� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� WKH� DUWLVW� ZDV� DOVR�
GHSLFWLQJ� KLV� RZQ� H[SHULHQFHV� RI� VRFLDO�
KDUGVKLS�

+LUDWD�+LURVKL�ZDV�UDLVHG�LQ�D�KRXVHKROG�
RI� DUGHQW� 7HQULN\R� VXSSRUWHUV�� +H� ZDV� D�
EHOLHYHU�KLPVHOI�LQ�KLV�\RXWK��EXW�ODWHU�EHJDQ�
WR� TXHVWLRQ� KRZ� WKH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� RSHUDWHG�
DQG� HYHQWXDOO\� TXLW� WKH� FKXUFK�� )RXQGHU�
1DND\DPD� 0LNL¶V� WHDFKLQJ� WKDW� ³ZH� DUH�
DOO� EURWKHUV� DQG� VLVWHUV´� �LFKLUHWVX� N\ǀGDL���
KRZHYHU��ZDV�HWFKHG�GHHS�LQWR�+LUDWD¶V�KHDUW��
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� UHFHQW� VFKRODUVKLS�� OLNH� ,NHGD�
6KLUǀ¶V� Nakayama Miki and Discriminated 
Peoples (Nakayama Miki and hisabetsu 
PLQVKǌ�� ������� ZKHQ� 1DND\DPD� SUHDFKHG�
KXPDQ� HTXDOLW\�� LW� LV� SRVVLEOH� WKDW� VKH� ZDV�

DOVR�UHIHUULQJ�WR�EXUDNXPLQ��+LUDWD¶V�RXWUDJH�
DW� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� PD\� DOVR� UHÀHFW� WKH�
SRZHUIXO�LQÀXHQFH�RI�KDYLQJ�JURZQ�XS�LQ�WKLV�
HQYLURQPHQW�

'LVFULPLQDWLRQ� DJDLQVW� EXUDNXPLQ� KDV�
\HW� WR�EH�HOLPLQDWHG� WRGD\�� ,W�ZDV� LPSRUWDQW��
WKHUHIRUH�� LQ� WKLV� UHLVVXLQJ�RI�Bloody Stumps 
Samurai�� WR� UHPRYH� WKRVH� SRUWLRQV� WKDW�
UHLQIRUFH� GLVFULPLQDWRU\� VHQWLPHQWV�� 7R� WKDW�
HQG��WKH�IROORZLQJ�UHGDFWLRQ�PDUNV�KDYH�EHHQ�
XVHG�� � � � � � � � IRU�³HWD´�DQG� � � � � � � � � � IRU�³KLQLQ�´�
+LUDWD¶V� FRQIXVLRQ� RI� WKH� WHUPV� ³HWD´� DQG�
³KLQLQ´�LV�SDUW�RI�WKH�SUREOHP��EXW�,�ZRQ¶W�JR�
LQWR�WKDW�KHUH��$V�IRU�SDVVDJHV�WKDW�DUH�OLNHO\�
WR�OHDG�WR�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ�JLYHQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�
VWDWH� RI� SXEOLVKLQJ�� WKH\� DUH� UHSUHVVHG� ZLWK�
;V��7KH�LQDGHTXDWH�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�EXUDNX�
FRPPXQLW\¶V� RULJLQV� DQG� WKH� SUHMXGLFLDO�
FRPPHQWV� DERXW� PDUULDJH� DQG� LQFHVW� KDYH�
EHHQ�UHSUHVVHG�HQWLUHO\�LQ�WKLV�ZD\�

%H\RQG�WKLV��DV�D�EDVLF�UXOH��HYHQ�WKH�VRUW�
RI�FRUUHFWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�W\SLFDO�IRU�UHSULQWV�DQG�
UHLVVXHV�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�PDGH��)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�
WKH� IRXUWK� SDQHO� RQ� SDJH� ���� ZKHQ� WKH�PDQ�
\HOOV��³:KDW�LV�KH"�´�>UHQGHUHG�DV�Gǀ\ǌ�\DWVX��
rather than GǀLX� \DWVX@�� WKH� PLVVSHOOLQJ� KDV�
EHHQ�PDLQWDLQHG�VLQFH� LW� UHÀHFWV� WKH� OHYHO�RI�
-DSDQHVH�ODQJXDJH�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�JHNLJD�DUWLVWV�
LQ�WKDW�HUD�

$V� VXSHUYLVRU� RI� WKLV� SURMHFW�� LW� LV� P\�
GHVLUH� WKDW� WKLV� UHLVVXH�ZLOO� OHDG� WR� D� SURSHU�
DSSUDLVDO�RI�+LUDWD�+LURVKL�DQG�Bloody Stumps 
Samurai�� %\� ³SURSHU�´� ,� GRQ¶W� QHFHVVDULO\�
PHDQ�SRVLWLYH��3URSHU�DOVR� LQFOXGHV�QHJDWLYH�
FULWLFLVP�� ,� LQYLWH� GHEDWH��:KDW� ,� IHDU� PRVW�
LV�WKDW��LQ�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�GHEDWH��WKH�SROLWLFDO�
IRUFHV�RI�D�VSHFL¿F�DJH�DUH�DOORZHG�WR�EDQLVK�
IRUHYHU� D� ZRUN� LQ� ZKLFK� DQ� DUWLVW� LQYHVWHG�
KLV� KHDUW� DQG� VRXO�� :KDW� LV� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ"�
:KDW� GRHV� LW�PHDQ� WR�¿JKW� DJDLQVW� LW"�:KDW�
LV� KXPDQLW\"�'UDPD"�$UWLVWLF� H[SUHVVLRQ"� ,I�
WKLV�HGLWLRQ�VHUYHV�WR�LQVSLUH�GHEDWH�DERXW�VXFK�
TXHVWLRQV�� ,� ZRXOG� EH� GHOLJKWHG�� 7KDW� VXFK�
GHEDWHV� KDYH� QRW� RFFXUUHG� WKHVH� SDVW� IRUW\�
SOXV�\HDUV�LV�EHFDXVH�Bloody Stumps Samurai 
KDV�EHHQ�EDQQHG��,�LPDJLQH�+LUDWD�ZLVKHV�IRU�
WKH�VDPH�

<DPDJDPL�7DWVXKLNR
Vicissitudes of the Demon Blade�������



The Apologies (1962)
6RRQ� DIWHU� WKH� %XUDNX� /LEHUDWLRQ� /HDJXH� SURWHVWHG� Bloody Stumps Samurai� LQ� -XO\� ������ 
ZULWWHQ� DSRORJLHV� E\� SXEOLVKHU� <DPDGD� +LGH]ǀ� DQG� DUWLVW� +LUDWD� +LURVKL� ZHUH� SULQWHG� LQ� 
PXOWLSOH� GLIIHUHQW� YROXPHV� RI� PDQJD� SXEOLVKHG� E\� +LQRPDUX� %XQNR��:KLOH� WKH� IROORZLQJ�
WUDQVODWLRQ�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�WH[W�RI�WKHLU�DSSHDUDQFH�LQ�+LUDWD¶V�The Assassin and the Boy (Shikaku 
WR�VKǀQHQ��2FWREHU��������DV�GHSLFWHG�EHORZ�� WKH\�KDG�DOUHDG\�DSSHDUHG�SUHYLRXVO\� LQ�0D]ǀ 
(The Face of Evil��YRO������$XJXVW��������DV�QRWHG�LQ�.XUH�7RPRIXVD¶V�HVVD\��0D]ǀ was the 
SUHPLHU�NDVKLKRQ�PDQJD�SHULRGLFDO�GHGLFDWHG�WR�KLVWRULFDO�VDPXUDL�DQG�QLQMD�¿FWLRQ��DQG�+LUDWD�
ZDV�LWV�KHDGOLQLQJ�DUWLVW��7KH�EHORZ�LPDJH�LV�FRXUWHV\�RI�$VDNDZD�0LWVXKLUR�
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Apologies and a Request
3XEOLVKHG� DV� D� VXSSOHPHQWDO� YROXPH� RI� 0D]ǀ 
E\� RXU� FRPSDQ\� LQ� HDUO\� -XO\�� +LUDWD� +LURVKL¶V�
Bloody Stumps Samurai� LV� ¿OOHG�� DW� WKH� OHYHO� RI�
ERWK�FRPSRVLWLRQ�DQG�ODQJXDJH��ZLWK�FRQWHQW�WKDW�
LV� JXLOW\� RI� HUURUV� WKDW� WKUHDWHQ� WR� FDXVH� VHULRXV�
SUHMXGLFH��7KLV�ZDV�D�FDUHOHVV�EXW�JUDYH�IDLOXUH�E\�
RXU� FRPSDQ\��:H�ZHUH� VXUSULVHG� WR� OHDUQ�RI� WKLV�
PLVWDNH� XSRQ� UHFHLYLQJ� ZDUQLQJV� IURP� YDULRXV�
SDUWLHV� VRRQ� DIWHU� WKH� ERRN¶V� SXEOLFDWLRQ�� 7KH�
HUURU� LV�SXUHO\�GXH� WR�D� ODFN�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DERXW�
KLVWRULFDO�WUXWK�DQG�WKH�UHDOLWLHV�RI�VRFLDO�SUREOHPV�
RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�WKH�DUWLVW�DQG�WKH�PDQDJLQJ�HGLWRU�

7DNLQJ� IXOO� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�� ZH� H[SUHVV� RXU�
GHHSHVW�DSRORJLHV�WR�WKH�RIIHQGHG�SDUWLHV��:H�DOVR�
KHUHE\�LQIRUP�RXU�UHDGHUV�ZKDW�VSHFL¿FDOO\�DERXW�
WKH�ERRN�LV�ZURQJ��VR�WKDW�\RX�PD\�NLQGO\�UHYLVH�
\RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�

���7KH�KLVWRULFDO� UHDVRQV� IRU� WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�
EXUDNX�FRPPXQLWLHV�DUH�LQFRUUHFWO\�UHSUHVHQWHG��

���%XUDNX�SHRSOHV�DUH�GHSLFWHG�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�
JLYHV� WKH� LPSUHVVLRQ� WKDW� WKH\� DUH� H[FHSWLRQDOO\�
LQKXPDQ�DQG�EUXWDO�

��� +DYLQJ� WKH� SURWDJRQLVW� NLOOHG� OHDGV� 
UHDGHUV� WR� DJUHH� WKDW� WKH� GLVDSSHDUDQFH� RI� 
EXUDNXPLQ�LV�WR�EH�DFKLHYHG�WKURXJK�WKHLU�GHDWK�

5HFRJQL]LQJ� WKH�PDJQLWXGH�RI� WKH� LQÀXHQFH�
WKDW� WKHVH� HUURUV� FDQ� KDYH� XSRQ� VRFLHW\��ZH� YRZ�
WR� FRPPLW� RXUVHOYHV� WR� VWXG\� DQG� HIIRUW� LQ� RUGHU�
WR� EHWWHU� FRPPXQLFDWH�� DV� EHVW� ZH� KXPEO\� FDQ��
D� FRUUHFW� LPDJH� RI� KLVWRU\� DQG� WKH� ZURQJV� RI� 
IHXGDOLVP�� DQG� SURGXFH� ZRUNV� WKDW� ERWK� DUH� 
HQWHUWDLQLQJ� DQG� FRQWULEXWH� SRVLWLYHO\� WR� WKH� 
EXLOGLQJ� RI� GHPRFUDF\�� :H� KDYH� DOUHDG\� 
PRELOL]HG�RXU�VWDII�WR�WKRVH�HQGV��DQG�DVN�IRU�\RXU�
FRQWLQXHG�VXSSRUW�DQG�HQMR\PHQW�RI�RXU�ERRNV�

)LQDOO\�� DV�ZH�DUH�HQGHDYRULQJ� WR�DFKLHYH�D�
IXOO� UHFDOO� RI�Bloody Stumps Samurai��ZH�NLQGO\�
UHTXHVW� WKDW� \RX� VHQG� DQ\� FRSLHV� WKDW� \RX�PLJKW�
KDYH� RQ� KDQG� WR� RXU� FRPSDQ\� RI¿FHV�� <RXU� 
JHQHURXV� FRRSHUDWLRQ� LQ� HQVXULQJ� WKDW� WKLV� 
KDUPIXO�ERRN�GRHV�QRW�FLUFXODWH�LQ�VRFLHW\�ZRXOG�
EULQJ�XV�JUHDW�KDSSLQHVV��)RU�HYHU\�FRS\�RI�Bloody 
Stumps Samurai�ZH� UHFHLYH��ZH�ZLOO� VHQG� \RX� D�
QHZ� ERRN� LQ� UHWXUQ��7KDQN� \RX� IRU� \RXU� FDUHIXO�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�FRRSHUDWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�PDWWHU��

� �����������<DPDGD�+LGH]ǀ
� �����������3UHVLGHQW�RI�+LQRPDUX�%XQNR
� �����������$XJXVW�����

Apologies and Regrets 
from the Artist

,� KDYH� DOZD\V� EHOLHYHG� WKDW� -DSDQHVH� VRFLHW\� 
LV� WKH� SURGXFW� RI� KLVWRU\�� DQG� WKDW� D� FRUUHFW� 
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� -DSDQHVH� VRFLHW\� PXVW� EH�
EDVHG� RQ� KLVWRU\��8SRQ� VXFK� SULQFLSOHV�� ,� KDYH�
DWWHPSWHG� LQ�P\�ZRUN�� WKH� EHVW� ,� KXPEO\� FDQ��
WKURXJK�VWXG\�DQG�HIIRUW��WR�WUHDW�VXFK�WKHPHV�DV�
WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�IHXGDOLVP�DQG�KXPDQLW\��
WKH� OLIH� RI� FRPPRQ� SHRSOH� GXULQJ� WKH�:DUULQJ�
6WDWHV� >���������@� DQG�7RNXJDZD� >���������@�
SHULRGV��DQG�WKH�XQLTXH�EXVKLGR�HWKRV�RI�-DSDQ��
7KRXJK� ,� KDYH� WKXV� DVSLUHG� WR� FUHDWH� VWRULHV�
WKDW� DUH� ERWK� HQWHUWDLQLQJ� DQG� HGLI\LQJ�� ,� KDYH�
UHFHQWO\�SURGXFHG�D�ZRUN�WKDW�LV�JXLOW\�RI�JUDYH�
HUURUV�WKDW�EHWUD\�P\�RZQ�EHVW�LQWHQWLRQV�

8SRQ� WKH� SXEOLFDWLRQ� RI� P\� Bloody 
Stumps Samurai�LQ�HDUO\�-XO\��,�UHFHLYHG�D�ODUJH�
QXPEHU� RI� UHSULPDQGV� ¿UVW� IURP� UHDGHUV� DQG�
WKHQ� IURP� RIIHQGHG� SDUWLHV�� 'XH� WR� P\� ODFN�
RI� VWXG\�� ,� PDGH� HUURUV� WKDW� UHÀHFW� D� GHHSO\�
IDXOW\� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� WUXWK� RI� KLVWRU\�
DQG� VRFLDO� SUREOHPV�� (YHQ� WRGD\�� WKH� EXUDNX�
SUREOHP� UHSUHVHQWV� D� JUHDW� DQG� IXQGDPHQWDO�
FRQWUDGLFWLRQ�ZLWKLQ� -DSDQHVH� VRFLHW\��$V� WKHUH�
DUH�D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�
SUREOHP�LQFRUUHFWO\��,�FDPH�WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�,�ZDV� 
UHLQIRUFLQJ� GLVFULPLQDWRU\� ZD\V� RI� WKLQNLQJ��
,� GHHSO\� UHJUHW� WKDW� P\� ZRUN� FRQWULEXWHG� WR�
IXUWKHULQJ� WKH� SUREOHP�� DQG�ZLVK� WR� DSRORJL]H��
IURP� WKH�GHSWKV�RI�P\�KHDUW�� WR�P\�UHDGHUV� IRU�
DQ\�WURXEOHV�,�PD\�KDYH�FDXVHG�WKHP�

3HUVRQDOO\�� WKHVH�PLVWDNHV� KDYH� OHG�PH� WR�
VHULRXV� VHOI�UHÀHFWLRQ�� 7KH\� KDYH� DOVR� LQVSLUHG�
LQ�PH�DQ�HYHQ�VWURQJHU�GHVLUH�WR�ZRUN�DQG�VWXG\�
DQG� WKHUHE\� DFKLHYH� D� EHWWHU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI�
WKH� WUXWK� RI� KLVWRU\� DQG� VRFLHW\�� VR� WKDW� ,� PD\�
FRQWULEXWH� WR� WKH� LQWHUURJDWLRQ� RI� WKH� VRFLDO�
GLVHDVH� RI� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�� WKH� IXUWKHULQJ� RI� WKH�
GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ� RI� -DSDQHVH� VRFLHW\�� DQG� WKH� 
ULGGLQJ�RI�VRFLDO�FRQWUDGLFWLRQV��,�RI�FRXUVH�YRZ�
WR�FRPPLW�P\VHOI� WR� WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�ZRUNV� WKDW�
DUH�HYHQ�PRUH�HQMR\DEOH�DQG�HGLI\LQJ�

'HDU� UHDGHUV�� ,� NLQGO\� DVN� IRU� \RXU� 
ZDWFKIXO�VXSSRUW�DV�,�FDUU\�RXW�WKLV�YRZ�

   Hirata Hiroshi
� � � $XJXVW�����


